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AVG Internet Security 


Unlike most security software products, AVG offers you newversion 
updates as well as regular program updates, throughout the 
licence period. So, with AVG you will always be able to upgrade to 
the latest version for free. AVG Internet Security provides complete 
protection against online threats such as viruses, trojans, worms, 
spyware, adware, spam and hackers. All this, with free support, 
makes it the best value in online security. 


Download now at www.avalanche.com.au 


Only AVG Internet Security offers: 


Anti-Virus 
Anti-Spyware 
Anti-Spam 
Firewall 


i Free program & version updates 
Local technical support 


-www.avalanche.com.au 
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The release of 
Tomb Raider: 
Anniversary 
and the all- 
new Lara 


Issue Five July 2007 


FEATURES 


28 What's on your free disc 
Try out Microsoft Office 2007 free for 60 
days. Plus photography, games, wallpaper 
and a whole heap more... 


ad 


32 Tomb Raider Anniversary 

As Lara celebrates 10 years of tomb 
aiding, we look at her past, present and 
uture with exclusive pics and interviews 


Play the game 
How Windows Vista and DirectX 10 has 
brought PC gameplay bang up to date 


The digital holiday 
Fly out, plug in your compact router and 
et the entertainment come to you 


Want to relax on holiday? 
Then you need to go digital 


38 Save money! 
Subscribe today a Bae 
and save $80! Father 


Cle 10 Meet the team 
Windows |x een ets ee 


_ The Official Magazine 
: 12 Over to you... 
Tell us what you make of Windows Vista 


Start 


40 Figure it out a 
Digital music in digits! bn Pe 


104 Next month — 


More facts and features 


114 Badvertisement 


Hoe ee cecaeel Wu The PC jacket you cannot live without! 


new Windows Vista entertainment 


Z ey Never get lost again! 
me > 
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GET STARTED 


50 Troubleshooting 
From broadband access to WMA format 
to image editing, we have the solutions 


52 Gizmo Q+A 
Microsoft's official service partner 
answers all your hard questions 


54 Personalise your PC 
Tailor your computer with different 
desktops and individual accounts 


58 Windows Vista answers 
Getting help couldn't be easier 


60 Share your desktop 


How to a create a virtual meeting 


62 Games for Windows — LIVE 


Take a look at enjoyable online gaming! 


66 Holiday entertainment 
Let Windows Vista entertain the kids 


68 Radio the way you want it 


Podcasts bring you radio on demand 


70 12 digital photo tricks 


mprove your pics with these handy hints 


74 Keep in touch on holiday 
Without taking your laptop 


76 Protect your identity 


How to keep your private data secure 


80 Setup Ice TV 


Start using your free 90-day subscription 


82 Have fun with Ink 


Great games and tools for pen tablets 
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around Sydney us 


Our reader tests out 
three sat nav devices 


Game, set and mice: 
Five precision models 


BUY STUFF 


84 Six quick fixes 


Better buys on a budget 


86 Online multiplayer mayhem 
Choose your game, then your weapon 


94 WHead-to-head 


Cinematic screen: Optoma'’s HD70 
projector v Samsung's LE46M87 LCD TV 


96 Reader's verdict 
Three sat nav devices hit the roads of 
Sydney with our reader 


100 In the long term 


Review product performances 


105 Mini test: gaming mice 
Check out these dedicated little devices 


106 Choosing a graphics card 


Improve your PC's appearance 


109 Best buys 


Our top 10s of computing accessories 


©2007 Samsung Electronics Co. Ltd. SAM0022VIS 


SynoMaster 2266 


true togetherness 


Imagine the perfect wide-screen monitor designed for Windows Vista™ 
The Samsung SyncMaster BW series were developed, right from the start, in 
collaboration with Microsoft to deal with the multi-tasking demands of the new 
Windows Vista™ operating system. The Samsung SyncMaster 931BW, 206BW 
& 266BW all offer very fast response times, high contrast ratios and HDCP 
compatibility for powerful video and graphics performance. Add to all that, the 
glossy black curves and elegant design. With Samsung’s new Vista-Ready Wide 
Monitor, it’s not that hard to imagine. To learn more visit samsung.com.au 


™M 


| Windows Samsung SyncMaster Wide Monitor Series 
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Highlights of 


the month... 


Free disc! With a 

60-day trial of 
Microsoft Office 2007 
Free on the front cover 

Free mag! Get the 

most from your 
Office trial Free in the bag 

Computer gaming's 

most controversial 
cyber chick 32 


Games for Windows 
— LIVE and the all- 
new Halo 2 p62 


Online multiplayer 
games rated pse 


Jargon-free guides 


We explain how you can get more from 
Windows Vista in a way that's clear and 
easy to understand. 


Real-world advice 


We show you how Windows Vista can 
help you get more from your interests 
and activities. 


Trusted reviews 


We help you buy the right products for 
your needs — and show you how to get 
the best from them. 


Great value 
An affordable magazine packed with 
money-saving tips and offers every month. 


We listen to you 

It's your feedback and advice that makes 
Windows Vista Magazine what it is, so 
you can contact us at any time. 
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There aren't many computer game characters famous enough to make 
the cover of Windows Vista magazine, but Lara Croft — or at least 
Karima Adebibe, the model who plays Lara in real life — is one of them. 

Karima is currently promoting the release of Tomb Raider: Anniversary, 
the latest installment of the 11-year-old saga. Karima not only agreed to 
appear on our cover, she was also good enough to chat to us about her 
role as gaming's most famous heroine. Take a look at our behind the 
scenes video from the photo shoot on your DVD! 

Lara's return coincides with an exciting period in gaming, as Windows 
Vista brings PC games bang up to date. This issue we'll tell you all 
about it, from the latest innovations in graphics to the new Games for 
Windows — LIVE service that makes it easy to play others online. 

But it’s not all play, play, play here at Vista Towers. This month we've 
doubled your value for money with a Special Edition of the magazine 
devoted to Microsoft Office 2007. Check out the DVD as well for your 
free 60-day trial. Install it and get stuck straight in to the tutorials and 
you'll see for yourself why we think it’s the best version of Office ever. 


Stuart Whitmore, Executive Editor 
Email stuart@vistamag.com.au 


Visit us online at www.vistamag.com.au 
To enquire about a subscription call 136 116 


Change the way you 
watch TV. Forever. 


Wed, 20 Dec 


" guide 
5:30 PM 6:00 PM "| 6800 0PM 


4 Ten News Seinfeld eo _ Laguna Beach The Simpsons @ 
The Cook And The _ABC News 
d News Au | Toyota World Spe 


@ ,, Newshour with. Global Village 
ra Or No Deal @ Seven News Today Tonight [That 70° s Show 
Bert's Family Feud National Nine Ney | A Current Affair | The King Of Quee: 


wa A Pitt and Kantr: 


é The Snow Queer Secret Recipes 


The Tribe Four Corners: Be 


Arabic News Greek News 


6:30 PM - 7:00 PM 


— ee f 


One click record. Two channels at once. Record every episode. Play while recording. 


Recording free-to-air TV using IceTV anda media center PC couldn’t be easier—simply view our on screen 
7 day TV guide, highlight the program you'd like, then click record. Once recorded, your TV programs appear in 
your library, with their name, episode title and description. 


From there the choice is yours. Watch, pause, rewind or fast forward anything you've recorded. Snack on TV or 
sit down for a full feast. Highbrow, lowbrow, short or long. You're in complete control of what's shown and when. 
If your media center has two tuners you can record 2 programs at once while watching a third pre-recorded 
program. You can even set recordings at work via IceTV’s website or by using your mobile phone! 


| visit icetv.com.au/vistamag for a free 90 day trial! LC e C V 


Meet the team 


Say | hello to the people who helped create this 


issue of Windows Vista: The Official Magazine 


Expert panel 


Nick Clayton 


Technology specialist 

MD of Penpusher.com, British 
journo Nick moved to Ibiza three 
years ago to show how the internet 
can enable you to live in one 
country and work in another. He writes a monthly 
newspaper column ‘A Desk in the Sun’. 
www.nickclayton.com 


Gizmo 


Tech support team 

Gizmo is Microsoft's official services 
partner for the launch of Windows 
Vista in Australia, so what the 
Gizmo techs don't know about 
installing, troubleshooting and 
upgrading to Vista isn’t worth knowing. Check out 
the website for details of their services. 
www.gizmo.com.au 


Chris Boyd 
MVP, Security 


Chris is a researcher and 
webmaster of Vitalsecurity.org. 
He’s senior director of Malware 
Research for FaceTime Security 
Labs, and has been named Microsoft Security MVP 
for two consecutive years. 
www.facetime.com 


Jack Hoxley 
MVP, DirectX 


Jack has been creating DirectX 
applications for eight years and is 
a contributor to the forthcoming 
book Programming Vertex, 
Geometry and Pixel Shaders covering Microsoft's 
new Direct3D 10 API. 


WHAT'S AN MVP? 
Most Valuable Professionals 
(MVPs) are people who 
share their knowledge and 
expertise of Microsoft 
products with other users, both 
online and offline. The MVP status 

is an annual award presented by 
Microsoft to these people. Find out 
more at mvp.support.microsoft.com. 


Professional 
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Sign up for our email newsletter... 


The best way to stay in touch with 
what we're up to at Windows Vista 
Magazine is to sign up to receive 
our email newsletter. 

We'll send you regular updates on 
what's happening in the world of 
Windows Vista, and bring you 


and win a Nokia N91 8 


competition news and special 
money-saving offers. 

Sign up and you'll also be in v 
a chance of winning a Nokia NS 
music phone with 8GB of mem 
for your favourite songs! Just h¢ 
to the website to get started. 


To sign up to the newsletter go to www.vistamag.com 


Reacer panel 


Meet the readers who have been 
contributing to and commenting 
on the third issue of the mag 


Geejay Schneeweiss road 
tests the latet sat nav 
devices. Page 96 


David Coulter improves his 
graphics with the Sapphire 
ATI Radeon. Page 111 


A 


Read what Jamies Brickwood 


Ernie Hartley has ch 
sat the y has cha 
. Ss ~ . ak the way he uploads hi 

Find out more on page 


Vianne Craig Turn to pl12 to War: 

Your name here Watt 
find out why Dianne bought i d? Email us 
and Shine get involved? 


feedbackevistamag.¢ 


EXPOSE VISTA’S TRUE POTENTIAL 


UNLEASH THE POWERFUL TABLET PC CAPABILITIES OF VISTA" * 

Add some bang to Windows Vista™ & Office2007™, expose a whole NEW feature set on your 

computer by plugging in a Wacom® pen tablet. For the first time ever all the advanced inking 

functions of Tablet PC are available to everyone’. Show off the hidden extra bits of Vista™ and 

gain all the traditional functionality Wacom® graphic tablets are famous for! at : 

e Journal e Gestures e Pressure Sensitive Inking ¢ Handwriting Recognition e Note Taking —“ 
MORE INFORMATION: www.wacom.com.au 
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LETTERS 


Over to you. 


Email us with your views on Windows Vista, the magazine 
or anything else that sparks your interest 


UPGRADING 
TO WINDOWS VISTA 
HOME PREMIUM 


| recently purchased a new PC 
from Dell. Unfortunately, at the 
time, | was unaware of the 
different Windows Vista 
packages and my new PC came 
loaded with Windows Vista 
Home Basic. 

Now that | am more aware 
after reading your magazine | 
realise that | require Windows 
Vista Home Premium instead. | 
contacted Dell who reimbursed 
me part of the cost towards an 
upgrade, but | am reluctant to 
spend hundreds of dollars to 
get the upgrade kit. Is there 
anywhere | can get an upgrade 
that costs less, especially as | 
have the Home Basic edition? 
Neil Poole 


| Stuart says 
Sadly not. In 
some regions 
Microsoft has 
ANAT Y" put all the 
editions of Vista on one disc, 


allowing you to unlock an 
upgrade whenever you want, for 
a smaller than usual fee. The 
Windows Anytime Upgrade 
program doesn't apply to 
Australia, however, so you'll have 
to buy the regular upgrade pack. 


UPGRADE VERSUS 
FULL VERSION 


| have now decided that | should 
purchase the Home Premium 
edition of Windows Vista and | 
wonder if | would be better off 
purchasing the full version or the 
upgrade. My present operating 
system (Windows XP) is included 
on a recovery disc and | want to 
make life as simple as possible. 

If |! understand correctly, should 

| reformat in the future | would 
have to first use the recovery disc 
and then the Windows Vista 
Upgrade. All seems like a bit of a 
performance to me. 
) Richard Dalton 


Nick says You're 
correct — if, once 
you've upgraded to 


WHERE ARE THE DRIVERS? 


After waiting for my Windows 
Vista Home Premium ‘Express’ 
upgrade to arrive, | followed the 
Toshiba instructions supplied and 
after a reasonable amount of 
time it was up and running. | 
then had to install a number of 
drivers and programs specific to 
my Satellite P100. 

This included loading the 
driver for the Nvidia GeForce Go 


card. After all the 


ihe Windows 


Experience Index, which turned 
out to be a disappointing 3.2. 
The typical scores for the system 
were around the 4.5 to 4.8 mark, 
except for the graphics. 
Suspecting that the problem was 
driver related, | went to the 
Nvidia site to search for new 
ones, only to discover a message 
referring me to my laptop 
manufacturer's web site for 


updates. Apparently Nvidia 


Support the Gos series 


Windows Vista, you decide to 
reformat your hard drive, you'll 
need to re-install Windows XP 
before running the upgrade disc. 
So it's a decision of time versus 
money and how often you plan 
to reformat your hard drive. 


NICE GADGET 


Can you tell me what the little TV 
is that the model is holding on the 
cover of issue 4? Looks very 
interesting, and expensive! 

Sue Terry 


Jon says That's the 
iRiver Clix and it's 
not as expensive as 
you might expect. 
I've been testing a 
2GB version, which is available 
for around $249. You can’t watch 
live television on the device, but 
you can listen to music, play 
games and enjoy movies that 
you copy over from your 
Windows Vista PC (although the 
video has to be in the correct 
format, which took me a while 
to figure out). #5 


recommend a reliable site where 
| can get the latest drivers? 
Warren Jones 


Paul says Stick 
with Windows 
Update or the the 
manufacturer's 
web site. Nvidia 
drivers for Windows Vista 
laptops have been slow coming, 
but | run Nvidia beta drivers 


/ (with a GeForce Go card 


without oy problem 


istamag.com.au 
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DOMAYNE 


Distributed by 


lake pacific 


Call 1800 657 601 for your nearest 
reseller or visit www.lakopacific.com 


The new way to watch TV without a TV set. 


Turn your PC or notebook into a TV and PVR 


Pinnacle PCTV products allow you to watch high-definition digital TV on your very own notebook or 
desktop computer. Combine this with the supplied Pinnacle TVCenter software and you have a media-rich 
entertainment centre, providing quality TV viewing, recording features such as timeshifting, EPG 
(Electronic Program Guide), and much more. You can also easily access all your music, photos, and videos 


using the included remote control. Compatible with 


DV3-T 


Digital Video Broadcast - Terrestrial 


For more information visit: 
www.lakopacific.com or www. pinnaclesys.com/pctv 


For Windows Vista” compliance visit pinnaclesys.com/vista 


NEW! 


Hybrid Tuner Kit for Windows Vista 


Experience the full power of Windows Media Center 
330EV - RRP $239.95 inc.GST 


NEW! 


PCTV DVB-T USB 1GB Flash Stick 


Digital HDTV Tuner and 1GB Flash stick in one 
280E - RRP $239.95 inc.GST 


Dual Hybrid Pro 
USB Stick Hybrid Pro Stick Dual Diversity Stick Hybid Pro PCI PCI Express 
70E - RRP $169.95 inc.GST 330E - RRP $239.95 inc.GST 2000E - RRP $269.95 inc.GST 310IN - RRP $199.95 inc.GST 3010X - RRP $295.95 inc.GST 


©2007 Pinnacle Systems, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Pinnacle Systems, Pinnacle PCTV and the Pinnacle Fanwheel logo are registered trademarks of Pinnacle Systems 
in the United States and/or other countries. All trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 


Everything you 
need to enjoy 
the month 


INSTALL OFFICE 2007 

You don’t need a copy of 
Microsoft Office 2007 to install it on 
your PC, check out this month's free 
| DVD. You'll find the official Microsoft 
Office 2007 trial version on it for you 
to install and enjoy! 


KNOW YOUR 


DOWNLOADS 


Sign up for Microsoft 
download notifications 
at www.microsoft.com. 
au and keep up with 
what's new. 


| ; SAVE SOMEONE'S 

LIFE — VIRTUALLY 
Become a medical management god 
and play Hospital Tycoon for the PG: 
You can treat all-sorts of bizarre 
illnesses and build the ultimate 
hospital to keep all your ‘tittle virtual 
patients healthy. PC games never felt 
this good. 


PLANT A TREE 

Help save Australia’s 
environment by planting a 
tree on National Tree Day, 
Sunday 29. All the info you 
need on their website, 
www.planetark.com.au 


WARM UP AT 

YOUR PC 
Don't have space fora 
fireplace? Download a 
fireplace screensaver 
from www.geliosoft. 
com and warm up this | 
winter without having to 
chop any wood. 


WATCH 

WIMBLEDON 
For two weeks from 25 
June, you'll be able to 


= watch the world-famous 


tennis tournament. 
www.wimbledon.org 
has all the info. 


ieee unre HN 


VISIT ANCIENT EGYPT 

The Egyptian Antiquities from 
the Louvre exhibition hits Adelaide 
and Perth. It’s the first time in 
around 20 years that an exhibition 
from the Louvre has visited Australia. 
Everything you need to know is at 
egyptianantiquities.com.au. 


| HEAR VOICES 

The Festival of Voices 
is on at Hobart'’s historic 
Salamanca Place. It runs 
for four days from 5 July 
and features workshops 
and performances. www. 
festivalofvoices.com.au 


IDENTIFY 

THIS 
Here’s a close-up shot of 
something featured in this 
issue. Know what it is? Then 
email your answer to 
competitions @vistamag. 
com.au and you could win it. 


Need an intinerary for the kids, too? Let Windows Vista help 
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GO FISHING 


Or if you would rather not 
brave the winter weather, head to 
the Sydney Fish Markets for a 
tour to find out how the freshest 
fish gets from the ocean to your 
dinner plate. For info, go to 
www.sydneyfishmarket.com.au 


going to t 


PLAY THIS... 


Web www.quakewars.com 
Available Now 

Price $77.95 

Age rating MA15+ 


online multiplayer, comes this long-awaited addition 

to the legendary Quake universe. It doesn't have 
Games for Windows - LIVE, but it does have a great 
pedigree. It's been produced by a team in London that 
released Wolfenstein: Enemy Territory, still one of the most 
popular online games in the world. This is in a very similar 
mould: there's no single-player, it’s been built entirely for 
online using some very advanced graphics, and delivers 
spectacular action as a result. Fighting 60 years hence as 
either plucky humans or cybernetically-enhanced Strogg, 


J ust to add to this month's enthusiasm for all things 


you've got to win each battlefield with a delicate balance NO GO SLOW Multiplayer means great graphics 


of gung-ho action and studied teamwork. 


“It's been built using some very advanced 
graphics and delivers spectacular action” 


without choking your web connection 


TLA (TI 


OCD: Obsessive Computer Disorder 


“When, no matter how hard you try, resistance to the lure of 


your PC’s charms becomes almost impossible. There are 
many symptoms of OCD, including a feeling of euphoria 


while sitting at your computer, and, of course, marrying it. 
Should the worse happen, counselling is readily available.” 


The Fratellis have released 
their latest music single onto USB flash 
drive and it's only a matter of time 
before the rest of the chart follows suit. 


Sunita Williams 
ran Boston's 26-miler 
on a treadmill aboard 
the International 
Space Station. 


Find out more about this high-speed 
flow of ‘bits’ through sewage pipes at 
www.google.com/tisp/install.html. 


Visit 
iS nam.blogspot.com 
ind out more. 


Aman recently 
tried to buy a product on the Unofficial 
Apple Weblog for $28.95 via PayPal, 
but when the PayPal payment screen 
came up, the amount was listed as 
$61,803,552,167.70. Ouch! 


Never 
had the guts to enter? 
You'll soon be able to 
take part in a virtual 
version online. 


eedback@vistamag.com.au 
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JUST THE FACTS 
HP Touchsmart 1Q770 
; Web www.hp.com.au 
_ HP brings touch screen Price $3,699 
| technology to the home PC my Manie Now 


Ae, 


“Running on an AMD Turion 
64 X2 Dual-Core TL-52 and primarily 
targeted at families, HP’s TouchSmart PC 
1Q770 provides instant access to family 
schedules, TV, music, photos and the 
latest news and entertainment. This 
futuristic and compact all-in-one PC 
brings a rich and personal dimension to 
the home computing experience 
through its unique touch screen 
interface. The HP TouchSmart PC 1Q770 
allows parents and children to interact 
by creating notes via handwriting...” 
HP Press Release 


With an all-in-one design, speakers on 
the side of the monitor and a wireless 
keyboard and mouse, all you have to 

do to get the 1Q770 up and running is 
to plug it into a powerpoint. 


HP SmartCalendar 


Tisesctary, September 26, 2005 


Intermet 


“When the 1Q770 
arrived in our offices it attracted 
a line of people wanting to play 
Ink Ball on the touch screen. 
Touch screen technology isn’t 
; new, but it’s still cool. The 
1Q770's specs are nothing to be sneezed at 
either, gaining a Windows Vista Experience 
Rating of 4.6. The price will cripple your bank 
account though. Shame.” 

Damian Francis, Staff writer 


“This is stunning; 
everything for the digital home 
all in one box. The touch screen 


is a great way to get your work 
done quickly and the screen 
itself is crisp and clear. As it comes with a 
remote control and is an all-in-one package, 
you could quite easily use this solely as an 
entertainment unit for the bedroom. 

James Brickwood, Reader 
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INCOMING... 


Easy listening 

@ If you're in the market for the perfect pair 
of headphones but you’re not persuaded 
by the idea of ramming earplug-like buds 
deep into your ear holes, these are for you. 
Not only do they deliver absolutely superb 
sound , they're also the most comfortable 
cans we've come across. 


Sony A800 Video Walkman 


Video tunes 

i Sony has 

released the 

A800 Video 

Walkman. It's 

similar to the iPod 

nano except that it 

plays video as well on 

its 2-inch screen. It's 
available in 2GB, 4GB and 8GB 
capacities with an impressive 
30 hours battery life. 


Not a Pocket PC 


WA full-blown PC in a compact package, 
Ports of call the Shift runs Windows Vista Business and 
USB ports, left and right audio, S-Video, Compact Flash features a 7-inch screen and 30GB hard 
card reader and the headphone jack can all be accessed drive. It's also a fully featured quad band 
from the front of the 1Q770, making it easier to connect 


Z mobile phone device with high-speed 3G 
your accesories. 


HSDPA internet connection and Wi-Fi. 


' feedback@vistamag.com.au 
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Do tis... 


games and more! 


Movies, MuSsIc, 


WATCH FULL- 
SCREEN TV ON 
YOUR PC... 


... using Joost: the free 
internet TV service 


Imagine being able to watch TV on your 
computer whenever you like, without being 
stuck in your lounge or constrained to four or 
five boring terrestrial channels? Well, you'll 
soon be able to — for free. 

Although not yet launched, and currently 
still in testing, Joost is an application that 
you'll soon be able to download and install to 
watch hundreds of TV channels, such as Fifth 
Gear Shortcuts, World Poker Tour and 
Ministry of Sound Music Videos. All channels 
are streamed directly to your PC in broadcast 
quality, and you can skip back or forth 
between different scenes in the program. 

Not only do you have loads of channels to 
choose from, you also get to interact. Joost 
has a range of extras included, such as chat 
and instant messaging, so you can have a 
conversation with other people watching the 
same program, and you can rate the shows. 
There’s even an option to bring up behind- 
the-scenes material, which tells you more 
about the program while you watch. 

The menu system in Joost looks great and 
is very easy to use. In full-screen mode, the 
menu controls are hidden, but if you move 
the mouse or press a key, you can pause, play 
or skip the program to another point, alter : 
the volume, and more. _ ATAGLANCE 

Testing should soon be complete, so keep 
an eye on the web site in the next couple of 
weeks to find out about the official launch. 


www,joost.com 
Free 
Now 


Want the ultimate HDTV? Turn to our head-to-head test to find out more 
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INCOMING... 


Laurence Olivier's 1944 film adaptation of Shakespeare’s Henry V will be digitally remastered later this year 


Bm” VWELIKE Va © ALSOHAPPENING.. 
1 Being Impatient Movies, music, games and 


_more events to enjoy 


Not having to wait around for stuff 
to download to your PC means 
you can surf through the 
channels immediately, 
just as you would on 
a regular TV. 


ae 


ever 


: Get yellow f 


@ The cartoon that just never ends is finally 
coming to the big screen, 18 years after it 
began. The Simpsons will grace the cinemas 
on 27 July. For more information, check out 
www.simpsonsmovie.com. 


Get into HD movies 


@ If the format war between Blu-ray and 
HD DVD is putting you off, relax. LG has 
released the BH100, a player that reads 
both, and Samsung is about to follow suit. 
Prices are still sky high though. 


Dance with others online 


» Ne BB This free-to-play 
3°} i ,. service allows you 
h | ' to dance it out 


: | against other 
| players on the 
| internet using 
JOOSTTHETHING  [BMSIUCEC Over 
Enabling you to | or a dance mat. 


watch whatever | It features lots of 
youve ere " great music, too 
you want, Joost is | g ' : 
the ultimate free _ Find out more at 


TV experience www.acclaim.com. 


July 2007 @ Windows Vista Magazine 19 


Start 


Lynden 


Coury Palermo, lead singer of Lynden, tells us how the 
internet has helped his band top the download charts 


he music scene is changing. 
“Teor music over the 
web is a growing business, 
and some bands are now bypassing 
record companies altogether and 
going straight for the digital jugular. 
Tennessee-based rock band 
Lynden is a prime example of this 
musical revolution. The five-man 
group, which combines an unusual 
blend of rock, soul and electronica, 
has been going strong since 2003. 
They attribute a large degree of 
their success to the recently 
revamped 
popular 
digital 
music 


download store BurnLounge (www. 
burnlounge.com), which now features 
BurnPages, a social networking tool, 
and the ability to create your own 
online download shop. 

“We've been part of BurnLounge 
since it happened,” explains lead 
vocalist Coury Palermo. “It's a great 
part of the music scene because it 
puts the songs straight into the fans’ 
hands. It's not corporate, either — it's 
very audience-driven. Most people 
who own a PC listen to music, too, so 
it's ideal really.” 

Lynden’s first single First Time (You 
Were Mine), went straight to number 
one in the download chart within the 
first four weeks of its release, and they 


put in a repeat performance with 
their second single Better. While 
BurnLounge enabled Lynden to 
deliver their music, MySpace.com 
has helped them to build up a loyal 
following the world over. 

“The fans are great,” Coury smiles. 
"A lot of support comes from our 
home-town Nashville, but we have 
fans as far as Canada, too. MySpace. 
com has really raised our profile, but 
it has its limitations and it’s time to 
move on, so we're bringing out a web 
site of our own in May.” 

Lynden will be releasing their new 
single during the winter and are due 
to start touring shortly after. Find out 
more at www.lyndenmusic.com. 


If there's 
one thing 
to know, 
it’s this... 


Change 
ReadyBoost 
settings 


Alter the amount of 
memory used by 
ReadyBoost 


In the 
Removable 
Disk folder, 

right-click the 
ReadyBoost 
icon 


Under the 
ReadyBoost tab 


adjust the slider 


left or right to 
increase or 
decrease 
memory 


The outdoor 
experience! 


We show you how Windows Vista can 
help you take better holiday movies, 
enjoy a picnic and relax in the garden! 
On sale Wednesday 25 July. 
Subscribe today and save $80! 
Turn to page 38 for details. 


Download more than Just music with the first part of our podcast series 
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ILLUSTRATION BY FLYING-CHILLI.COM 


Online auctions 


hen boffins invent 

teleportation we'll be 

able to travel around 
the world in seconds, but for now 
online auctions offer the next 
best thing. With a click of the 
mouse you can send all of your 
money or all of your possessions 
to Nigeria. 

When you advertise your dog- 
eared 2004 Official Bardot 
calendar on an online auction 
you'll immediately receive 700 
emails offering $6m for it. You 
have two choices: you can stop 
the auction early and get ripped 
off now, or you can wait until the 
auction ends and get ripped off 
then. It really doesn't matter: 
whether you post it today ora 
week today, the calendar's going 
to Nigeria - and the payment's 
from a cloned credit card, so it'll 
be yanked by your bank within 
three seconds of posting your 
package. That means not only 
will you lose your money, but 
you'll no longer have a picture of 
Sophie to cheer yourself up. 

If you're a buyer, things are 
even more fun. When you win an 


auction and make your payment, 
one of three things will happen. 
One, the package will arrive and 
you'll discover that you've 
bought a photo of the thing 
instead of the thing itself; two, 


: the package will arrive and you'll 


ONLINE AUCTIO! 


\ discover that you've 


bought a box for the thing 
instead of the thing itself; or 
three, no package will arrive and 
you'll receive a postcard from 
your money instead. “Wish you 
were here,” it says. “In Nigeria!” 


IDENTIFY THIS WINNER 


Every month we ask you to identify a 
product featured in the magazine for 


your chance to win 
prety ern: 


SHARE YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE 
Get more storage 
space on your PC 


“My hard drive is 

almost full. Should 

| buy another one, 
or just buy a few cheap USB 
flash drives?” 


“Cheap flash drives are 

great for small file 

back-up and transfer, 
but a second hard drive is best for 
long term storage and back-up.” 


“| would buy an 

external hard drive — 

they are so useful for 
backing up data. If you take all 
your music and pictures out of 
your main drive and use the 
external to store them on, you'll 
probably find that you can 
reclaim a load of space on your 
main drive." 


“Don't even think of 

supplementing your 

storage needs with USB 
Flash drives, they are slow and 
easy to misplace. If your disk is 
nearly full, it will be slowing your 
machine down, and it will 
probably be fragmented (where 
files are broken up into lots of 
little pieces and saved all over the 
disk). A new 400GB disk doesn't 
cost the earth and you can save 
all those downloaded copies of 
TV programs to DVD." 


“Should | get a PC or an 
Xbox 360 for playing next- 
generation games?” 
Email your answers, and your 
questions for future issues, to 
feedback@vist with 
Share Your Knowledge written as the 
subject heading. 


feedback@vistamag.com.au 
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THREE GAMES THAT... 


Will get your heart 
pounding this winter 


Winter's here, and that usually means hiding under jackets and 
jumpers or slumping on the couch in front of the heater. To avoid 
freezing over, break out these select few games to help get your 
heart racing and your blood pumping. 


UNREAL TOURNAMENT: 
2004 

An intense, fast-paced online game 
will often leave you full of adrenaline. If 
you're feeling lethargic and exercise sounds 
unbearable, energise yourself by nipping on 
the web for a quick round and you'll soon be 
digging out those running trainers. 
www.unrealtournament.com 


Heart rate: \“~Y- 


RAINBOW SIX VEGAS 
Following the theory that you 
should watch inspiring movies the 
night before a morning run, Rainbow Six's 
intense action will make you feel guilty about 
your comfortable lifestyle. After a couple of 
hours crawling about and rappelling down 
walls, pigging out seems plain wrong. 
www.rainbowsixgame.com 


Heart rate: “YY 


STALKER: SHADOW 

OF CHERNOBYL 

As well as acting as the age-old 
gaming fat reducer — distracting you so you 
forget to eat — Stalker tends to turn you off 
the idea of eating altogether. See how 
appealing food seems after you've spent 
hours searching through radioactive trash. 
www-.stalker-game.com 


Heart rate: “4/4 


Manage all your passwords 


—_— 


YOUR® 


The bit where you tell us what 
you've been using your PC for 


“| do part-time graphic design and 
create music with Windows Vista,” 
says Tim Vasvi, a 22-year-old 
university student. 


When he's not studying, Tim works hard to keep the beer 
tokens rolling in with some web design work for a family 
friend’s company. “| use Photoshop and Dreamweaver 
for that,” he says. Because of the design side of things, 
Tim has to store a huge number of images, text and 
many other files on his hard drive, and organisation is 
very important, especially when it all spans across three 
different hard drives, amounting to well over 500GB! 
“The search and tagging system in Windows Vista has 
really helped,” he comments. “Being able to tag not just 
images, but other file types that are related to a specific 
web site makes it really easy to find them." 

Tim has found the networking in Windows Vista 
equally impressive, too; it detected and automatically set 
up his broadband connection at his computer's first boot 
with the new operating system installed. “It's a simple 
thing, but even the small jobs can make life so much 
easier,” he smiles. It's not all been perfect, though. Tim's 
still looking for a good FTP app that’s compatible with 
Windows Vista (for putting files from his PC on the web). 


o 


Tell us what you've been doing at 
feedback@vistamag.com.au 


If you're struggling to remember the login details for all your internet shopping sites or 
Windows programs, you can manage all your stored names and passwords in one place. 
Click on the Start button and type in User Accounts. In the left-hand Tasks menu, click on 
Manage your network passwords. From here you can add, remove or edit your details. 
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UNLOCK THE PAST. UNLEASH THE UNKNOWN 


OUT NOW 


WWW.TOMBRAIDER.COM 


Moderate 
violence 


tystal Dynamics is a érystal Dynamics Inc. Eidos and the Eidos logo are trademarks of the Eidos Group of Companies. 
f Sony Computer Ei inc. All rights reserved. 


start 


reasons 
why... 


You always lose 
at computer games 


You're not devoting 
enough of your free time 
to playing them. Studies 


have shown that playing games 
regularly can be good for you. 


But on the other hand, 
2 might be playing too 

much. Take breaks, get a 
comfortable mouse, keyboard 


and/or a wrist rest, and don't 
substitute sleep for game play. 


Al is rubbish; you need to 
3 play against real people to 

increase your skill level. 
Now PC gamers can play Xbox 


360 gamers with Games for 
Windows — LIVE. 


Your games are running 
fy Buy a new graphics 

card, ideally a DirectX 10 
one, and look for games that are 
optimised to work with Windows 
Vista — they carry the Games for 


Windows® logo. 


You're playing the wrong 
Bin of game. Herding pink 
fluffy Gobos might be 

amusing, but it’s worth trying 


your hand at as many different 
games as possible. 


You need advice. You can 
6: plenty of help forums 

and guides on the internet, 
so if you're wondering why you 
can't shoot a grain of rice from 


150km away, you'll be able to 
find out why. 


You're using the wrong 
tools for the job. Try 
experimenting with 


different key set-ups to find the 
most natural hand position. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO... 


The 


portable 


disk 


In the space of a few decades, the portable disk 
became the most popular computing device 


here was a serious lack of 
Tis lights and electronic 
sounds, but this didn’t stop 
the portable disk from becoming 
one of the biggest growing and 
best selling devices the PC world 
has ever seen. IBM created the 
first — the floppy disk - in the 
early 70s. It was eight inches 
in diameter and capable of 
storing 80KB of data — the 
equivalent of an average 
document nowadays. 

This first portable 
device wasn’t designed to 
store hundreds of albums 
or videos; it was used to hold 
operating systems, so, although 
today’s storage devices can store 
about 10,000 times as much data, 
it was quite a feat. 


About five years later, the floppy | 


disk got a little more portable — by 


Three to consider 


Lexar Jump Drive Firefly 2GB 
Price $30 

Featuring the Works with Windows 
Vista label, the Lexar Jump Drive Firefly 
comes in a range of great colours with a 
clear lid. The blue tail light blinks during 
data transfers as well. 

www.lexar.com 


- nearly three inches — although 
_ capacity remained the same. And 
then, in the late 70s, it doubled 

© when Tandon introduced a 

» double-sided floppy disk. 

The format that most PC owners | 


are now familiar with didn’t rear 
its head until the mid 80s. The 
3.5-inch floppy was truly portable 
and it could store 360KB. In 
the late 80s the capacity 
increased to 1.44MB, 
which became the 
standard for the 
remainder of its lifetime. 
Amusingly, although it was 
nicknamed the floppy, some 


- countries chose to name it the 
' stiffie, due to the fact that it had 
» become particularly rigid. 


Despite advances in PC 
technology, the floppy disk 


» remained popular for many years. 


WD Passport Pocket 6GB 
Price $79 

This miniature storage device from 
Western Digital comes in a range of 
sizes, up to a hefty 8GB, has a folding 
USB connector, and is perfect for 
slipping in your pocket. 
www.wdc.com 


_ Attempts were made during the 
| 90s to supersede the floppy; the 


most popular of these options 


' being the Zip disk but it was 

: the advent of USB sticks that 

- revolutionised data storage. 

_ Flash memory USB sticks started 
- appearing at about the same time 
as the Zip disk, and although 

_ initially they weren't capable of 


storing as much data, they were 
smaller and, unlike floppies or Zip 
disks, didn’t have to be treated 
with the utmost care. 

USB flash drives have now 


: become the norm for transporting 
data and sizes go all the way up to 


16GB, but they haven't quite taken 


- over the job of the regular hard 
: drive just yet. 


© 


Seagate FreeAgent Go 
160GB 

Price $229 

Although this offering from Seagate is 
a bit bigger than you'd expect for a 
portable device, it can hold a massive 
amount of data. 


www.seagate.com 


Don't hide your digital photos ona disk. Share them for everyone to see 
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Star Wars 


How long will it be before we're sat on Pluto 
chatting to a holographic friend back on earth? 


ome 30 years ago, George 

Lucas delivered Star Wars to 

the world, and it was a 
groundbreaking piece of cinema. 
Its opening sequence — a rebel 
ship pursued by an Imperial Star 
Destroyer — was voted the best 
special effect scene in cinema 
history. It had an epic storyline, 


too, and is now considered one 
of the best films of all time, but 
there was more to this sci-fi romp 
than heavy breathing and wireless 
choking methods. 

Star Wars featured some pretty 
revolutionary technological 


glimpses of the future, such as the 
Holocam, used by Luke Skywalker 
and Obi Wan Kenobi, for 
recording and playing back 
holographic imagery. Then there 
was the Comlink, used by Jedi 
Master Qui-Gon Jinn, which 

was a tiny hand-held or wrist- 
mounted communications 


transceiver that could receive 
and transmit data. 

Well, we've already got mobile 
phones as small as credit cards; 
we can talk over the internet; 102 
Technology has created the 
Heliodisplay, which projects 


SPACE AGE Star Wars 
featured glimpses of the 
technological future 


holographic video... Microsoft has 
also offered its glimpse of future 
media delivery via the recently 
released recruitment video, which 
demonstrates how, in the future, a 
personal robot could follow you 
around and record, transmit and 
play back your life’s events. 

In Star Wars, such recordings 
had to be transmitted from one 
end of the galaxy to the other, but 
they would have been pretty 
useless without a solid method of 
quickly transporting the data. In 
2006, MIT Researchers developed 
a light detector that may help in 
creating broadband that allows us 
to communicate over inter- 
planetary distances. Maybe, this 
means we'll one day be able to 
stream HD video across space? 


Ewe Dee DT ON) 


Star Wars 
Episode IV: A 


now on DVD, 
priced $22.83 
from ezydvd. 
com.au 


New Hope is out 


PER ANNUM 


Portable storage drives can be 
expensive. And if they get 
corrupted or lost, you're 
stuffed. The solution? Put all of 
your files on the internet; they 
can be accessed anywhere and, 
best of all, the storage is free. 
Yahoo!, MSN and Google 
offer lots of web space, but if 
all you want to do is store your 
photos somewhere, put them 
on wwwlickr.com. If you want 
access to your music and video 
files, wherever you are, try 
MyCasting at www.orb.com. 


Figure based on buying a 4GB 
USB memory drive each year. 
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THE 


Created around the mid 90s, the 
internet forum, or message 
board/discussion group, is an 
online area where people can join 
discussion groups of interest and 
exchange points of view by 
posting messages. 


There are thousands of internet 
forums. Some are dedicated to 
specific topics, ranging from rock 
climbing to the paranormal, while 
others cater for everything. 


You register your chosen name, 
pick a small picture to go next to 
your name to identify yourself, 
usually something amusing or 
abstract known as an avatar, and 
either start creating new topics, 
or contributing to others. 


If you do a search for an internet 
forum that caters for your 
particular hobby or interest, 
you're certain to find at least one, 
if not a hundred forums, with 
members ranging from the other 
side of the world, to your own 
home town. 


Over the past few years, forums 
have risen massively in popularity, 
mainly due to their ease of access 
and wealth of useful information, 
but also because of their 
community spirit, and the fact 
that they can be a great meeting 
point for new friends. Some may 
seem a little cliquey, but most are 
friendly and highly addictive. 


Discover the best portable sat nav device for you 


Induction 
charging kits 


We’re all familiar with wireless networking, but what about wireless 
power? Induction charging could soon spell the end of cables and sockets 


ne day we'll have gadgets 

that don’t use batteries at 

all, but for now we're stuck 
with them — and worse, we're stuck 
with a cavalcade of chargers. We've 
got a charger for our Sony phone 
and one for our partner’s Samsung, 
one for the serious camera and a 
different one for the compact, one 
for the big MP3 player, a different 
one for the pocket player and yet 
another one for the Pocket PC — 
and that’s before we look at our 
laptops and other computer kit. 
When we go on holiday the various 
chargers take up so much space 
there’s no room left for clothes. 
Wouldn'’t it be great if we didn't 
need any of them? The chargers, 
we mean. 

Cable-free power already exists, 
and you'll find it in electric 
toothbrushes and some shavers. 
Water and electrical 


The WildCharge 
system gets rid of 
cumbersome battery 
chargers. Simply place 
your WildCharge-enabled 
device on the charging mat 
and it will provide all the 
power your gadget needs 
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» connectors don’t mix, so they use 


induction charging instead. That 


» means they’re essentially using 
' wireless electricity — and the same 
: technology is coming to gadgets. 


_ The science bit 
- With traditional chargers the 
_ bit you plug in contains a 


transformer, which creates the 
electricity that travels along the 


cable to your gadget’s battery. With 


induction charging, though, the 


_ transformer is split in two: half of 
_ it’s in the gadget, and half of it’s in 


the charger. Put them together and 
you've got a transformer — even 
though the two bits of it aren’t 
actually touching. 

Of course, you can’t charge any 
old gadget by induction. Your 


- gadget needs to include a coil and 


you need a charging station that 


' contains the other half. For 
induction charging to really take 


off, then, we needa 
standard kind of 


coil and a standard kind of charger 


| —like the one WildCharge has 
» come up with. 


New product 


~ WildCharge (www.wildcharge. 

- com) was a big hit at this year’s 

» Consumer Electronics Show in Las 
» Vegas; its WildCharger system 

» comprises an ultra-thin charging 

» mat and an adaptor that fits inside 


a laptop, mobile phone or other 
device. As long as the charging mat 
is plugged in, you can stick any 
compatible device on it and get 
instant power. The system pumps 


» out 90 watts, which is enough to 


run — not just charge — a laptop, 
and it can charge up to five gadgets 
simultaneously. Will it be 
expensive? Almost certainly — but 


: ina few years’ time it could be 
: cheap enough to make us chuck all 
: our chargers in the bin. 


- Because induction charging mats are 
~ exceptionally thin, you could put them in 


almost anything — so your desk or the 

dinner tray on a plane could power 
and charge your laptop, 
your mobile phone or 

your MP3 player. 

In the long term, it might be 

possible to make giant, ultra 

powerful chargers for your garage 


© floor, which would recharge your electric 
car. In the really long term, roads could 
provide the power, removing the need for 
- batteries all together, so making cars 

' lighter, faster and more economical. 


TOP TENS 


What youre buying 


MUSIC GAMES 


DOWNLOADS 


Pirates attack more than just 
the silver screen this month. 
The long awaited third 
installment in the series hits 
the number one spot on the 
gaming charts. [Source: Gfk] 


One for the girls as they leave 
the boys behind taking the 
top three spots this week. 
[Source: Aria Charts] 


oie 
Position Title Last month 


Position _ Title Last month 
1 Umbrella Rihanna - 1 Pirates of the Caribbean 3 (PS2) - 
2 Glamorous Fergie 10 2 Buzz: The Mega Quiz (PS2) - 
3 Girlfriend (Dirty Version) Avril Lavigne 2 3 Command & Conquer 3: Tiberium Wars (XBox 360) 3 
4 20 Good Reasons Jhirsty Merc 3 4 Animal Crossing Wild World (Nintendo DS) 10 
5 Makes Me Wonder Maroon 5 - 5 Diddy Kong Racing (Nintendo DS) i 
6 Candyman Christina Aguilera Z 6 God of War 2 (PS2) - 
7 Leave Me Alone (I'm Lonely) Pink - 7 Buzz: The Mega Quiz Bundle (PS2) 9 
8 Grace Kelly Mika 1 8 Resistance: Fall of Man (PS3) 4 
9 The Others (Radio Edit) TV Rock vs Dukes Of Windsor - 9 Motorstorm (PS3) 6 
10 Dance Floor Anthems Good Charlotte - 10 Mario Kart (Nintendo DS) - 


DVD SALES 


5 Office . 
Professional 2007 


0 RUOISSAION OT 


What more could Zach Braff 
want? A blossoming movie 
career, Mandy Moore as his 
leading lady, and now number 
one in the charts with Scrubs. 
[Source: Sanity] 


Position Title Last month Position Title : Last month 


1 Scrubs Season 5 - 1. Microsoft Office 2007 Pro (Ac) 1 
2 The Queen - 2 PC-Cillin Internet Security 2007 (Ac) 3 
3 Night At The Museum = 3 Microsoft Office 2007 (Ac) - 
4 Smokin Aces - 4 Norton Internet Security 2007 2 
5 WWE Wrestlemania 23 - 5 Norton 360 Total Protection (3U) 5 
6 Happy Feet i 6 PC-Cillin Internet Security 2007 (3U) 8 
7) Blood Diamond - 7 Norton Antivirus 2007 7 
8 The Footy Show Best Of 2006 - 8 Windows Live One Care Internet Security - 
9 The Devil Wears Prada - 9 Norton Internet Security 2007 (3U) 

10 Ten Canoes - 10 ~=—— PC-Cillin Internet Security 2007 (3U) Upgrade 9 


Eat feedback@vistamag.com.au 
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100% ESSENTIAL SOFTWARE 


On your free disc 


This month we're giving you two 
very good reasons to upgrade to 
Microsoft Office 2007. First 
there’s the bonus Special Edition 
“of the magazine devoted to 
getting the most from the new Office suite. 
Second, we've included a 60-day trial vesion of 
the software on your free DVD. 

Office 2007 is a huge leap forward from 
previous versions. The biggest difference is the 
new Fluent interface, which displays context- 
sensitive menu options in an easy to read 
Ribbon right at the top of the screen. 

There are also plenty of innovations within 
individual areas of Office 2007. For example, 
Word 2007 will let you create and post blogs 
instantly, while Excel 2007 can now cope with 
over a million rows and 16,384 columns for 
the biggest of spreadsheets. There are plenty 


more innovations just waiting to be discovered. 


We don't want to see you stuck in the office all 
the time though, so to encourage you to get 
out and about, we've included everything you 
need to do more with your photos. Your first 
point of call should be to our video guides that 
give you a step by step guide to getting 
started. And that really is just the very 
beginning. Why not make a customised DVD 


‘ Windows 
Viste: 


to show the family, or send the images off to a 

developer for printing? We show you how. 
We've also got FaceFilter, the application 

that lets you modify photos at the touch of 

a button — changing expressions, reducing 

aging signs and even turning faces into things 

that resemble dogs, monkeys or aliens! 


FACEFILTER XPRESS 


FaceFilter gives you the power to change your photos 
younger and happier! Here’s how to shave the years off in three steps: 


60-day free trial of the world’s 
: reading productivity suite 


” The start of the financial year is a great time to update your home 

office. Updating your software is a good place to start and Microsoft 
Office 2007 is an absolute must have. This month's free DVD includes 
a 60-day trial version to get you started. 


Plus 


Sidebar gadgets | 

and templates to 
et more from 

Office 2007 


GET BETTER RESULTS FASTER! 


Topping it off is Nostalgia, a new program that 
makes it easy for you to upload pictures to the 
internet, so your friends and family can see 
what you got up to on your summer holiday. 
The programs are full versions and all free, so 
give it a try and start having some fun with 
your picture library. 
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ier to use 


= Problems with the disc? 


= Email us for support on coverdisc@vistamag.com.au 
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7 LARA CROFT INTERVIEW 


During the photoshoot for 
this month's front cover, we 
had the opportunity to 
interview Lara Croft model 
Karima Adebibe about her 
experiences promoting Tomb 
Raider, and film a behind-the- 
scenes look at the shoot! 4% 


Drop Resistant 
Magnesium alloy case 


is 20 times stronger & tougher LCD screen 


DURABOOK S13Y 


Spill Resistant 
Anti*Shock protects 


& HDD 


Rugged Spec. Drop / Shock / Spill — Military 810F Standard 


One Smart Card socket for identity protection 
& TPM 1.2 Support 


Intel Centrino Duo Mobile Technology 
-Intel Core 2 Duo processor T7600 
(2.0GHz, 4M L2 Cache, 667MHz FSB) 
-Intel Pro/Wireless 3945ABG (802.1 1a/b/g) 
-Intel 945GM Chipset 
* Genuine Windows Vista Business Edition or 
Genuine Windows Vista Premium Edition 
*1GB /2GB/4GB DDR2 
* 120GB / 160GB SATA HDD 5400RPM 
+ Built in DVDRW Super Multi Drive 
* 13.3"WXGA TFT Dura-Brite Screen 
* 1.3 Mega-Pixel Web Cam & Built in Stereo Mic Array 
*4in 1 Memory Card Reader + Bluetooth 
* One Serial Port with Optional External 2nd Serial Port 
and One Parallel Port 
* High Speed Ethernet Support 10/100/1000 Mbps 
+ Internal 56K V.90 Fax/Modem 
+3 X USB 2.0, VGA Out, Firewire IEEE 1394 


From 


RRP > 


Shock Resistant - 


Spill resistant keyboard, touchpad & 
button guards against accidental spills 


DURABOOK S14Y 
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Anniversary 


Tomb Raide 


The release of Anniversary marks over a decade of 
Tomb Raiding — and a fresh start for Lara Croft. This is 
the story of gaming's First Lady. By Steve Williams 


U2 weren't put out — they asked for 1998 saw the release of Lara’s Book: Lara Croft 
footage of Lara forthe giantscreenoftheir and the Tomb Raider Phenomenon, a study 
1997-98 Popmart tour. Better still, The - combining post-modern musings on Lara’s 
Prodigy played itso much it actually cultural meaning, the author’s own breathless 
» delayed the The Fat of the Landalbum, _ fan fiction (a story titled Air Tibet) and handy 

* the then Liverpool goalkeeper David strategy guides to the first two games. It also 
James became the first footballer to _ features a lot of glossy pictures of Lara relaxing, 
blameaspellofpoorformonbeingup _ dressing and killing things. But what stands out 
all night with a fictional woman. is the author — Douglas Coupland, writer 
of Generation X. Coupland doing Tomb Raider is 
abit like Freud analysing The Sims. 


Popularity pivot 

_ Just how has Lara become so popular? 30 

- million copy sales in the first seven years 
obviously have a lot to do with it. Creator Core 

_ Designand publisher Eidos rapidly realised 

_ what it had in Tomb Raider, and made sure to 

_ capitalise, releasing a game a year until 2000. 

- After just 10 months developing Tomb Raider II 
' for its 1997 release, Core was rewarded with 


EARLY LARA OK, so the graphics weren't great in record-breaking first-day sales: the fastest- 
the early days, but everyone fell for Lara's charms _ selling game ever. 


omb Raider, and more specifically 

Lara Croft, has gone way beyond 

gaming. She’s one ofa handful of 

virtual characters to have 

become household names. 
Long before Angelina Jolie donned 
a padded bra for Hollywood's 
2001 offering, the scantily-clad 
archaeologist was firmly lodged in 
popular culture. 

Firmly? Extraordinarily... Withina 
year of her 1996 debut, Lara was on the 
cover of The Face, a British Magazine that 
was considered to be the bible of popular 
culture, despite the fact that she was a 
virtual character. She managed to turn 
real stars like U2, Primal Scream and 
Gillian Anderson into mere cover lines. 


There were further cover appearances 
world-wide, most notably in mens 
magazine FHM —in the shape of Rhona 
Mitra —and coverage in Newsweek, Rolling 
Stone and Time. 
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Yet the release of Tomb Raider III just 12 
months later was even bigger; in the UK Raider 
won a Bafta for Outstanding Contribution To 
The Interactive Industry while The British 
Design Council quickly gave the first two games 
Millennium Product status. 

But already there were grumbles the series 
was stagnating. Though enhanced each time, 
the graphics engine was beginning to creak and 
gameplay — superficially augmented with new 
moves and vehicles — had barely changed. The 
lack of tombs in Il and III drew 
considerable ire so, for The Last 
Revelation, Core went back to an all- 
Egyptian setting. Puzzles were fore- 
grounded over combat. Like the rest, 
it went straight to number one. 
Lara ‘dies’ in The Last Revelation 
—a pyramid lands on her likea 
really extravagant hat. 
Butis she really dead? 

The Last Revelation 
and its cliff- hanger 


ending were supposed to close the first era. The 
next game was to be acomplete technical and 
thematic re-write, but it all came undone. 
Another old-tech game was squeezed out — 
Tomb Raider Chronicles, with reminiscences of 
those at her ‘funeral’ —and the planned next-gen 
reinvention of 2000 became 2003. And when 
that finally arrived, in the shape of the Angel of 
Darkness, it was disastrous. 

In fact, Angel of Darkness really muddied the 
waters; the 2003 movie sequel The Cradle of Life 
took less than half the $47.7 million of the first 
film in its debut US weekend. “The only thing 
we can attribute it to,” distribution president 
Wayne Lewellen told Reuters of the $21.7m 
gross, “is that gamers — our core audience — were 
not happy with the latest Tomb Raider game.” 
Lewellen chose not to attribute it to the film’s 
mix of badly-edited action and gibberish 
plot, because that had worked once 
already. He also didn’t attribute it to 
Cradle of Life’s largely awful 
reviews, suchas “Blindingly dull” 
(Rolling Stone) and “Fit for 
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permanent entombment” (Washington Post). 
Wayne Lewellen was fired at the end of 2005. 
Gamers weren't happy, and neither was 
Eidos. In 2003 Core Design was effectively fired, 
and development moved to Crystal Dynamics. 
Angel of Darkness had arrived not only years 
late —the first year’s development was scrapped 
— but its release slipped past the financial year 
end, despite the game’s entire second half being 
unceremoniously cut. It was disastrous for 
Eidos’ financial health; the company went from 
a $42m profit in 2003 toa $5m loss the next year. 


The Prodigy 
played it so much 
it delayed the 
The Fat of The 
Land album 


i 


Having been dramatically rescued by the 
original Tomb Raider, Eidos finally succumbed 
in 2005, bought out by SCi. And among that 
investment group’s titular partners? The 
almighty Bono of U2... 

So how did itall go so wrong? There’s reason 
to think that without originator Toby Gard, 
Core simply lost sight of what Tomb Raider 
really was. From the off, the man who created 


IN THE MOOD 
FOR PLAYING 
GAMES? 


To check out the new 

Halo 2 game and find 

out how Games for 
Windows — LIVE can make 
your online battles less of, 
er, a battle, turn to page 62 


urntopage86 | 
‘o see which , 
online multiplayer | 
suits you best 
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World domination 


_ All-action, all over the place: Lara travels the world 


Europe 

London Tomb Raider III 

Aldwych Station, London Underground 
All Hallows by the Tower of London 
(bonus for getting all the secrets) 


Rome Tomb Raider and 
Tomb Raider Chronicles 
The Colosseum 

The Last Revelation 

Trajan’s Markets (110AD — 

the world’s oldest shopping mall) 


Paris Angel of Darkness 
Louvre, famous museum 
Prague Angel of Darkness 
The Strahov, ancient monastery 
Venice Tomb Raider II 

The canals, like streets but wetter 
Greece Tomb Raider 

St Francis’ Folly, collapsing tower 


Russia 
Zapadnaya Lista 
Tomb Raider 


Chronicles 
Huge nuclear sub base 


China 
The Great Wall 


Tomb Raider II 
Big wall 


Americas 
Nevada 

Tomb Raider III 
Area 51, base for UFOs 
Peru Tomb Raider 
Vilcabamba, saw the 
final days of the Incan 
empire 


Asia 
Himalayas Tomb Raider II and III 
The house of snow in Sanskrit 

The Ganges, big river to the Bay of Bengal 


Egypt 
Cario Tomb Raider IV 
Saladin's Citadel 


Giza Tomb Raider 


Antarctica The Sphynx Cambodia The Last Revelation 
McMurdo Station Valley of the Kings Angkor Wat, ancient capital of Khmer Empire 
Tomb Raider III The Last Revelation Tibet Tomb Raider II 


Foothills — forbidden, mountainous and snowy 


Like a cemetry but a lot bigger 


Research station 


Cyber 
babes 


How do you 
market a 
‘virtual babe’? 
You hire a real 
one. Or two... 


Nell McAndrew 


Rhona Mitra 
Lara for 1997-1998 | Lara for 1998-1999 
Stats English, born 1976 i Stats English, born 1973 


Facts The former glamour model 


Facts Was number 46 in Maxini's — 
posed nude for Playboy for whieh 


100 Hot Women list for 2001. UK 


tabloid, The Sun, claimed her dad she was fired as Lara 

did her breast implants | What's she doing now? 
What’s she doing now? Currently | TV, most recently The Heaven 
filming futuristic thriller and Earth Show in 2006 


Doomsday alongside Bob Hoskins 


bas 


VENETIAN BLIND Gamers shut their eyes to the 
Venetian backdrop — Lara’s a Tomb Raider 


Lara Croft was unhappy with the portrayal of 
her character. “It wasn’t about her boobs getting 
bigger,” Gard told The Guardian in 2006. “She 
was designed to look good. People’s psychology 
is that they like attractive characters in both 
sexes. | objected to the marketing that 
represented Lara in a way that was nothing 

like the character. That’s why I left.” 


Object or objection 


Much has been said about Lara’s sexuality. Core 
was keen to promote Lara as asex symbol right 
from the off, hiring models to pose and poutat 
myriad public events. And even as they were 
taking legal action against web sites hosting 
‘pornographic’ images, the developer was 
distributing artwork depicting Lara in tiny 
bikinis and lounging naked in ruffled sheets. 

In 1999 the BBC described Lara as “perhaps 


_ became the biggest selling comic of the year. 
_ When the Tomb Raider movie debuted in 2001, 


- suchas Adrian Smith, really thinking Lara was 
_ bigger than Tomb Raider? Speaking about The 
_ Last Revelation to one fansite in September 

- asituation that would cause her to re-evaluate 
her life, so we could take her away from all the 


_ Tomb Raiding.” 


_ Tomb Raiding? Lara may be 


same sinking feeling in their hearts, I think,” 


Angel of Darkness; characters are defined by 


single-handedly responsible for the term 
‘cyberbabe’”, and Core was starting to believe its 
own hype. When Top Cow Productions signed 
up to create a Tomb Raider comic in 1999, it 


it became the highest grossing film witha 
female lead ever. Were influential Core bigwigs, 


2000, Smith said: “The plan was to put Lara into 


Take her away from 
* 
popular, but as with any 
avatar she is what she does. At the 
last minute Eidos interrupted Core’s dramatic 
makeover plans with one more old-style Tomb 
Raider — Chronicles — but Smith remained 
adamant. “Chronicles is the last Tomb Raider 
game we'll produce,” he said, getting it wrong by 
one. The result of this capsized thinking, and 
the end of the long slow roll, was the rather 
terrible Angel of Darkness. 

It must have hurt the man who'd started it all 
to see things get so bad. “Everybody had the 


Gard told us. “I think there were mistakes in 


their environments, more than people realise.” © 


Karima Adebibe 
2006-to date 
Half-lrish, half-Moroccan, 
born 1989 
Previously appeared as the 
‘sacrificial maiden’ in Aliens v 
Predator and as a ‘retail advisor” 
in her local clothes shop. 


Being Lara 


Jill De Jon 


Lara Weller Lucy Clarkson 
1999-2000 2000-2002 2002-2004 
Dutch, born 1974 English, born 1983. Dutch, born 1982 
Appeared in Maxim several Modeled lingerie for Jill says she “shares Lara’s 


times. Greatest loves include fish, 
pasta and God. Says God gets her 
biggest vote 


God knows 


Vivienne Westwood. Seen with 
‘Jordan Kiss My’ written on her 
bum at the Tomb Raider: The 
Cradle of Life premiere 

Being 
Googled next to the word ‘nude’ 


own company 


g 


thirst for adventure and travel”, 
but is quiet on the animal killing 


Working on plans to study 
business and then start her 
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The female 
fantasy figure 


You want to do what with Lara? 
Variations on a popular theme 


HOLD YOUR BREATH Lara loves the water, but 
you have to keep an eye on her oxygen levels 


— Sois Laraa role model or “the monstrous 

_ offspring of science; an idealized, eternally 

- young female automaton, a malleable, well- 

_ trained techno-puppet created by and for the 

_ male gaze.” This was how Anne-Marie Schleiner 
_ putitin her 1998 gender analysis, Does Lara Croft 
Wear Fake Polygons? 

_ Perhaps Lara Croft just fits quite well with 

- what you do in Tomb Raider. The character 


Angel of Darkness had a major first - 
another playable character. Core had high 
hopes for Kurtis Trent. It even considered 
spin-offs if he proved popular. He didn't. 


_“She’s a bit scantily clad, 
but she’s got character to 
_back that up... she’s got 
_brains” 


_ needs to be strong to cope with the exertion, 

_ flexible to perform the acrobatics and agile to 

_ pulloff tricky moves with grace. A male 

_ character just wasn’t going to do itas well. 

Gard’s own bloody-minded independence 

also ensured Lara was of the fairer sex. “Tomb 

Raider was about doing the opposite of what 

perceived wisdom was,” he says. “Everybody 
was saying that you had to have an 
American, white, sort of... ‘Grrrr’ character, 
and because they were pushing to change 

her toan American dude, I decided to make 

her as British as possible.” Croft, he says, was 


In 1999, Lara's creators took legal action 
against nuderaider.com. “We have a large 
number of young fans,” said Core, “and we 
don’t want them stumbling across the 


ictures.” ‘Stumbling’ is not a metaphor. bf ‘ 
P g P somewhat based on Scott of the Antarctic, and 


the old explorers, Livingstone and that”. 

It’s unlikely that Lara could enjoy near- 
universal popularity if she were just a sex 
object or an outlet for various repressed 


From May to June 
2001, Lucozade 
became Larazade, 
her energising drink 
of choice. A series of 
actually-quite-funny 
ads backed it, 
including one where 
a ‘paused’ Lara 
sneakily took a refreshing break between 
action. It was the first alteration to the 
Lucozade brand name in 70 years. 


emotions. How do female players see her? 
Kim Richards, an ex-tester on Final Fantasy 
and a long-time Tomb Raider fan, recalls the 
very first time she encountered Lara Croft: 
“It was the first time I'd seen a female lead 
character. She’s a strong woman. She isa bit 
scantily clad, but she’s got character to back 
that up—she’s graceful, she’s got brains, 
she’s notsome damsel in distress.” 
Brains, grace, money — unusual 
qualities for a female 
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How old? 


She really 
hasn't aged 


— Officially Lara 
is 39 years old. 


Detail 
There's more 
detail in the 
in-game 
model now 
than any of 
the original 
cut scenes. 


a 


Stored 


Scenery 

Lost worlds and 
collapsing tombs are 
the focus once again. 


ad 


Loaded 


Who else is 
best-loved while 
holding their 
weakest, default 
weapon? 


Tailored 
Nothing says Lara 
like this outfit 

— Anniversary has 
others, but they 


must be unlocked. 


Holsters... or stocking 
tops? That pretty much 
sums up this character. 


character. “Guys like to look at her, girls want 
to be her,” adds Richards. 

It’s no coincidence that Raider’s return to form 
also sees the return of a) tombs, b) raiding and c) 
Toby Gard. “I came back for Legend because it 
was a new set of people working on it,” says 
Gard. “I thought thatifl was to come back and 
help guide it back towards the original that 
would probably be the best direction you could 
goin. At least in my mind.” 

And in others’, too. Anniversary isa truly 
successful return to the classic values. Inasense 
it’s another chance for Lara Croft, a total rewind 
that frees the series to create an alternate 
timeline leading from the debut to... Where? 


BACK TO THE TOMB In the latest game, Lara 
returns to the role of independent adventurer 


Trivial 
discoveries 


Tomb Raider fan, eh? But 
do you know everything? 


Never mind Harry Potter, Lara Croft 
found the Philosopher's Stone back in 
2000. It was in the Colosseum in Tomb 
Raider Chronicles. 


Lara was born under the name Laura 
Cruz. ‘Laura’ was dropped in favour of 
Lara, to appeal to an American audience. 


The Ducati Monster featured in Tomb 
Raider Legend, as did the 999 - the 
superbike of choice for discerning 
rap acts when making a video. 
Unfortunately, the rooftop chase 
scene was then cut. 


Land Rover has also heavily associated 
itself with Tomb Raider, though this time 
with the films. Replica models of Lara's 
excitingly pointy black ‘special edition’ 
were even given away. 


Lara has actually had many voices, but if 
the latest one sounds even more familiar 
than usual it's because it’s Brit actress 
Keeley Hawes — best known as Zoe 
Reynolds from Spooks. 


Tomb Raider has appeared on the PC, 
Dreamcast, Sega Saturn, N-Gage, Pocket 
PC, Game Boy Advance, PSP, Game Boy 
Color, Nintendo DS, PlayStation, PS2, 
Xbox, Xbox 360 and mobile phone. 


There were just six people on the 
original Tomb Raider team, but it took 
60 to create Tomb Raider Legends — 
despite it being not even half as long. 


_ Back to lonely, epic exploration? “That's not 

_ really the kind of question we can answer,” 

- hedges Lulu LaMer, producer on Anniversary 

- and Legend. Can LaMer comment on the next 
game being Legend 2, and set in Avalon? She 


pauses. “Noooo.” Is Anniversary a taste of the 
future? Can we expect more tombs? “We're not 


going to change the name of the series from 


Tomb Raider,” says LaMer dryly. “So itseems 
reasonable to expect more tombs.” 

We point out that it seemed reasonable before, 
but gamers ended up raiding the London 
Underground. Lulu laughs. Toby Gard jumps in. 
“I think you can expect Lara to stay where she 
belongs.” And hooray for that! 4¥ 
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Music in numbers 


Vital statistics about the boom of the digital music age 


MP3 players will be bought by 
2011, according to reports 


[F 


(i 
zy) 


We 


of teenagers (13-17) have 
an MP3 player, compared 
to just 24% of adults 


There are currently o/ 


4MILLIO 


songs available to 
download online 
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Quality of an MP3 file is 11 times 
| less than that of a WAV file (or CD): 
128Kbps, down from 1,411Kbps 


Classical musicis 
currently the 


fastest groming vw 
digital J. ° aie! 


music 
genre 
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IMAGES COPYRIGHT 


Aside from hitting number © © 
one on the Australian 

charts, Crazy, by Gnarls | 

Barkley, also reached 

number 1 in the UK charts 


purely through download peer-to-peer downloads compares to 500 million paid downloads in 2006 
sales alone. | 


YEARS 


since the first digital MP3 
player was produced 


IMAGE COPYRIGHT DOWNTOWN RECORDS 


of households 
nowhavean | MO, 
/p aot 

MP3 player, =~ & 
comparedto 
8% of homes in 0 | | 
2002; a three- © 
fold increase of families that download 

music, do so regularly 


Gwen Stefani's Hollaback Girl WX\ 
is the most downloaded song in 
music download history 


IMAGE COPYRIGHT UNIVERSAL MUSIC GROUP 


GAME ON! 


Play the 


game 


Windows Vista isn’t just the ultimate PC 
platform in terms of business use or mecia 
ability — DirectX 10 has brought PC play 
bang up to date and gaming has never 
been so much fun! By Tim Edwards 


et’s be honest. You didn’t buy that new 
computer to fill out tax returns or pick 
up your work email from home — you 
boughtit to play the latest, greatest, 
most absurd games. PCs might come 
in every shade of beige and grey, but they're 
capable of creating ultra-colourful worlds 
and realising elaborate fantasy. 
But it hasn’t always been so. PC gaming has 
a (once deserved) reputation for being fiddly, 
over-complicated and technical. To get the best 
from even average games, players once needed 
to have a strong knowledge of hardware and 
software configuration. There was no such thing 
as plug and play; it was more a case of plug, 
fiddle, crash, repeat, and —finally— play. 
Worse still, the graphics of PC games over the 
past years have lagged behind dedicated gaming 
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consoles, such as Sony and Microsoft's 
respective PlayStation 3 and Xbox 360 
machines. These machines are equipped 
with monstrously powerful display chips 
and super-fast processors — and it shows in 
the impressive visuals they produce. 

But the PC gaming world is changing, 
partly thanks to Windows Vista. Windows 


Vista is an operating system built with fun 


firmly in mind. There’s superb support for the 
latest graphics technology, DirectX 10, and it’s 
responsible, too —age control settings will 
reassure concerned parents that their 
children won't be able to get their hands 
on inappropriate, violent games. 

We're going to show you the best the PC has to 
offer, and how to make Windows Vista the 
centre of your new gaming lifestyle... 


Mainstream PC gaming is broadly split into 
three main types 


put you in the eyes of hard-boiled meatheads packing tons of 
weaponry. These games demand the best hardware; creating 
life-like worlds for you to run around in takes serious silicon. 


place you way above huge battlegrounds, ordering tiny 

men to their near-certain deaths. The most popular games 
encourage healthily competitive online leagues, where rivalries 
between top players are talked about across the world. 


see you leading parties of adventurers on epic quests. They're 
also hugely popular online: massively multiplayer games such 
as World of Warcraft boast subscribers in the millions. 
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Coming soon 
A peek at the classics 3 
of the future 


According to Hellgate: London's storyline, a giant rift to the underworld erupts just 
beside the Houses of Parliament. Alongside up to three friends, you venture into the 
Underground and backstreets of London, searching for a way of exorcising the threat. 
Hellgate: London is weirdly familiar to anyone who's been there. The layout of the roads 
and subways are random each time you play, constantly creating brand-new adventures, 
but the streets are very reminiscent of the city, right down to the red postboxes. 


Playing intergalactic God in Spore looks 
like the most fun you can imagine. First, 
sculpt an alien creature, attaching arms and 
bolting on legs and mouths, and set it loose 
on an uninhabited planet. Meanwhile, tens 
of thousands of fellow players are uploading 
their aliens into Spore’s online servers. 
Interplanetary warfare is guaranteed. 
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In this first-person shooter set in 2020, 

the US and North Korea both investigate 

a crashed alien spaceship. But in the jungle, 
the ETs are wanting to explore. Crawling 
through the forest on your belly, in amongst 
the palm fronds, watching the grass and 
foliage sway in the wind, you'd be forgiven 
for building up a proper jungle sweat. 


Put off by the violence and spectacle of mainstream games? Try these simpler offering on your free DVD! 


», & 
RW lw | 
\wliide 
C 12) | 
Tang Pres 


SEX 


Based on the Japanese craze of Pachinko, 
you simply fire balls from the top of the 
screen to the bottom, aiming to hit orange 
pegs. Perfect aim creates perfect bounce, 
racking up high scores as the ball ricochets 
left to right, up and down. Beware: Peggle 
can swallow entire afternoons. 


How Windows Vista gives you peace 


Video gaming has received some harsh criticism 
from political and parental groups, mainly 
because of the violent and adult content seen in 
asmall number of products. It’s a particularly 
hot topic in the US, where figureheads such as 
Hillary Clinton are making the importance of 
keeping such ‘video nasties’ out of the hands of 
children an electoral issue. 

According to media researcher Henry Jenkins 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
gaming gets a bad press because of just a few 
controversial titles. “Most video games are not 
violent,” he says. “The games that draw the 
critics’ attention because of their violence (those 
rated ‘Mature’) represent less than 10 per cent of 
the total bought.” 

If you're worried about what your children are 
playing, you can take advantage of Parental 
Controls in Windows Vista. These controls 
block access to the kind of content you feel is 
inappropriate for your child. 

Every game in the Australia is rated by the 
OFLC (Office of Film and Literature 
Classification). The process is similar to films 
being rated by the OFLC, although there is no 
R18+ rating for games. Games deemed too 
violent for the MA15+ standard, like Grand 
Theft Auto: San Andreas and Manhunt, are 
currently banned from Australia. 

The ratings games receive are now hard- 


Computer scrabble, hosted by a cheerful 
worm, set in ancient Grecian mythology. 
Defeat monsters by spelling words selected 
from a pool of letters at the bottom of the 
screen. Later levels are complicated by 
double-word scores, banned letters and 
your enemies’ vulnerabilities. 


The statistics may make you feel a little 
sadistic: most games end with up to a billion 
dead. That's because Defcon is a game of 
nuclear war. Pick a continent, place your silos 
and airbases, then all that’s left is to lob ICBMs 
across oceans. Best played in the office, where 
Armageddon can be stretched out over a day. 


of mind 


encoded into the game disc. Windows Vista can 
recognise not just the rating, but the tags that 
explain what kind of material is shown. Here's 
anexample. If your child is under 15, you can 
block all games witha 15+ certificate. But you 
may also wish to block any games that 
‘encourage discrimination’, or contain 
references to ‘drugs’. 

By clicking on Parental 
Controls, and then Game 
Controls from the Control 
Panel, you'll find a checklist 
of rated content to help you 
decide on what you're 
prepared to allow your 
children to play. 


Coming soon, to a monitor near you 


It's in the palm fronds that sweep back 

as you push through; it’s in the spiralling 
smoke clouds, the remainder of a tasty 
bomb dropped on an enemy base. The 
strive for graphical excellence defines PC 
gaming. It’s ever-improving, ever-brighter, 
and this year, the gaming worlds have got 
even shinier, with the release of DirectX 10, 
exclusive to Windows Vista. 

Direct X is the code that games use to 
display graphics. Each version allows new 
effects; previous releases have allowed 
games to display realistic fur, water, or fire. 
It's a big leap for game developers because 
it allows them to ‘unify’ the memory of 
PCs, allowing them to produce better 
looking, more ‘open’ worlds. 

The first games to take advantage of 
this look astonishing. We've already seen 
what Crysis and Hellgate: London can do; 
here's a preview of the stunning visuals in 
the DirectX 10-powered Age of Conan. 


The dappled light 
breaking through the 
canopy highlights areas 
of interest; breaking the 
light will cast shadows 
on the forest floor. 


NEW LOOK DirectX 10 
breathes new life into 
game world graphics 
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Lighting is flat and static; 
time of day and weather 
conditions have no effect 
on the scene. 


DirectX 10 lets all items cast realistic, sharply defined 
shade. As the trees move in response to a slight breeze, 
the shadows slip left and right. 


MURKY PAST While it looked good 
_ in 2003, DX9 now looks a little dated © 


Asimple dark blob 
is drawn by hand 
underneath those objects 
meant to cast shadows. 


Textures are simply painted to resemble 
dirt and twigs littered on the floor — flaws 
in the artwork are easily spotted. 


The flat, dirt surface is 
replaced with a realistic 
woodland surface. 
Suddenly, the forest 
feels more alive. 


Test your computer’s performance 


View basic information about your computer 
Windows edition. 
Windows Vists™ Ultimate 


Copyright © 2006 Microsoft Corperation, All rights reserved, 


System 


Rating: EIEY windows Experience inder 

Processor: AMD Athlon(tm) 64 Processor 3700+ 2,21 GHz 
Memory (RAM): 2047 MB 

System type 32-bit Operating System 


Computer name, domain, and workgroup settings 

Computer name UltimatePC 
Full computer name UttimatePC 
Computer description: 


Workgroup: WORKGROUP 


Windows activation 


Windows is activated 


Open the Control Panel 
from the Start menu and click on System 
and Maintenance, then Performance 
Information to see your score. The closer 
to 5.9 it is, the more powerful your PC. 


Rate and improve your computer's performance 


} Not sure where to start? Learn how y your computer's performance 


Your computer has 3 Windows Experience Index base score of Seal 


Component What is rated Subscore Base score 

Processor: Calculations per second 42 

Memory (RAM): Memory operations per second 46 

Graphics: Desktop performance for Windows Aero 59 

3D business and gaming graphics \ 

Ganing graphics: performance ae Determined by 
Jowest subscore 

Primary hard disk: Disk data transfer rate 53 


View and What do these numbers mean? 


Learn mare about the scores onfine © Update my score 


Last rating: 09/01/2007 02:10;58 


Click on the Windows 
Experience Index link and you'll see the 
score is set by the weakest component. So, 
if your memory only scores 2, that’s what 
your overall score will be. 


© 


Rate and improve your computer's performance 


} Not sure where to start? Learn how you can improve your computer's performance. 


Se 


This might take a few minutes. Your screen might flash 
during the rating. 


termined by 
west subscore 


View and pri 


Lear more about the sc 


oftware for my base score online 


Last rating: 19/04/2007 07:56:28 


3% you want to recheck your score, close all 
other running programs, and choose Update 
My Score. Windows Vista will run a series of 
benchmarks and report the result. 


It’s easy to get your games running smoothly 


This is the awful truth: some PCs simply 
don't have the ability to run the incredible 
light shows of DirectX capable games. But, 
for the first time, there is an easy way to 
see through the boggle of acronyms, 
numbers and specifications listed on the 
back of the game box. Built into Vista is 
the Windows Experience Index: this 
program scores your PC (out of 5.9) 
according to its capabilities, with fast, 
game-ready PCs scoring highly. Follow 
the steps on the left to check your score. 

Ultimately, you can expect to see PC 
games with this number printed on the 
box, so you can see at a glance if your PC 
will run it. Until then, there’s still an 
element of guesswork. Broadly speaking, 
if your PC scores over 4 then it should run 
all currently available games without too 
much trouble. If it’s between 2 and 4 then 
it'll have trouble playing brand new 
releases, and if it’s below 2 then it may 
well not run games at all. 

All is not lost, however. Most new 


Lowering the graphics’ settings 
makes the game uglier, but it'll run much faster 


LOAD DEFAULTS 


Simply setting a game to a lower 
resolution is a quick and easy way to speed it up 


Run Windows Update regularly; new 
drivers can make a big difference to performance 


games automatically adjust themselves so 
they are less demanding on weaker PCs, and 
you can make further adjustments yourself. 
Go into the graphics settings for each game 
and reduce the resolution and advanced 
lighting effects like anti-aliasing and shadows. 
For more detailed advice, you can find 
exhaustive guides for the most popular PC 
games online at www.tweakguides.com. 


pgrade 


in just a few minutes 
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The digital 
hotel room 


By James De Vile 


oing on a winter break? 

Get ready to endure long 

drives next to screaming 
kids while trying to find the 
quickest route. When you do get 
to the hotel, you'll be led toa 
room with a telephone, mini bar, 
internet access and a bank of 
movies; all of which, sadly, you 
have to pay for. 

While we can’t help with the 
costs of the mini bar, we can 
show you how to save money and 
have a more enjoyable vacation. 
Look for a hotel with wired 
internet access; on average, you'll 
pay around $20 for 24 hours. That 
might sound expensive, but it'll 
go a long way if you make the 
most of it. 

Making a phone call from your 
mobile when abroad may work 
well these days, but wait till you 
receive the bill... While a five- 


minute gloat to your friends about 
the weather on your mobile can 
set you back more than $20, an 
inter-continental Skype call using 
a Wi-Fi Skype phone costs 
absolutely nothing. Similarly, 
checking out of the hotel to find 
that you actually logged on to ‘24- 
hour access’ when choosing that 
cartoon film for your kids is not 
going to send you home witha 
holiday glow. Instead, why not 
watch your choice of films on 
your portable media player? 

To create a wireless bubble 
around your room, you'll need a 
travel router such as our Belkin 
device. If your room is right by 
the beach, how about wirelessly 
browsing the web on your Archos 
704 media player under a palm 
tree? Or why not make a free call 
while you dodge the lapping 
waves of the sea on the shore? 


Win! Philips VoiP 433 Duo 
pay nnn 


v on our digital trip | this Phil 


fr 
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Price $160 Web www.philips.com.au 


anywhere, to anywhere in the world. 
Forget last holiday's enormous mobile 
phone bill — with this handset, you won't have tc 
pay a cent over the hotel’s internet connection | 
charge to stay on the phone as long as you like. 


Product Samsung i7 
Digital Camera 

Price $457 Web www. 
samsung.com.au 

This isn’t just a fantastic 
7-megapixel snapper, it 
also has a great World 
Tour Guide function. This 
enables you to download 
a digital guidebook to 
your destination on to 
the camera before you 
leave. It'll even suggest 
the best things to take 
photos of, and provide 
example shots. 


Product Philips VoiP 433 Duo 


While it may resemble an ageing mq 
phone, there's nothing old about th 
way this Skype phone works. Conng 
it to your laptop with the USB cable 

you will have free Skype calls from 


Product Archos 704 Wi-Fi PMP 

Price $745 Web www.expansys.com.au 

Archos has been making fantastic portable media 
players for a few years now, and this one shows how 
good it's getting at it. It'll keep you entertained for 
hours, download all your photos from your digital 
camera and even let you surf the internet wirelessly 
via the built-in web browser. It’s also a lot lighter 
than a laptop, with a better battery life, too. 


Product Belkin Wireless G Travel Router 

Price $126 Web www.belkin.com.au 

This little box transforms a hotel’s wired internet 
connection into a wireless hotspot for you and your 
party, so you can surf the internet from anywhere in 
and around your room. All you need to do is plug the 
hotel's ethernet connection to the router and you 
have an instant wireless network. 


Ou 


Product Shure SE530 Earphones 
Price $749 Web www.jands.com.au 
You'll forgive the high asking price 
of these earpieces if you travel long 
haul a lot or if you have particularly 
noisy travellers with you. These earphones 
are surprisingly comfortable and, as they're 
sound isolating, they block out nearly all external 
noise, including screaming children. 


Product Gear4 Blue Eye 

Price $137 Web www.gear4.com 

If you're listening to music it's easy to miss a call 
on your phone. This little device provides a 
Bluetooth link between your mobile and your 
iPod so if someone calls you, it'll automatically 
pause your music and ring through your 
headphones. Press Connect and you'll be able to talk as if 
you're chatting on your iPod. 
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SOLUTIONS 


Trouble-shooting 
Windows Vista 


John Fowler wants to get rid of the preview 
window in Windows Mail, as he’s worried 
about security, but can find no way to do so. 
Just choose View - Layout and untick Show 
preview pane before clicking OK. 


William Carr wrote in wanting to know if 

he needs a router to hook up to broadband. 
Currently he connects to the internet with a 
USB modem, and is looking to purchase a 
new PC with Windows Vista Home Premium 
installed. However, his new installation disc 
stipulates that it requires an Ethernet 
connection, so he'll need an Ethernet cable 
(most broadband modems have both USB 
and Ethernet connections). 

When you hook up a modem via USB you 
need to download drivers for it 
from your internet si 
service provider. The 


You'll need 
Windows Vista compatible 
drivers if your broadband 
modem is a USB model 


From broadband access to playing DVDs, we've 
been inundated with general usage questions 
about Windows Vista. Here are the answers to 
your most common problems. 


FE] Window Layout Properties 


| Layout 
|| Basic | 
i 


| FE You can show or hide parts of Windows Mail to best suit your 
Fo] needs. Check the components below to view them. 
{Y] Folder List Fi Toolbar Views Bar 
{¥} Status Bar 


| H | Folder Bar V7) Search Bar | 


| 
| | Customize Toolbar... | { 


| 
| BEES) Use the preview pane to quickly view a message without 
opening a separate window. 

| 


Show preview pane 


You can disable the preview 
pane in Windows Mail from this dialogue box 


major ISPs are in the process of making 
Windows Vista compatible drivers available, 
so check with your provider before upgrading. 
In William's case, hooking up the modem to 
his PC using Ethernet bypasses the need to 
install a driver, so he'll be able to get 
connected following the instructions 
provided. As for the need to 
purchase a router, this is only 
required if you want to share 
your internet connection 
between two or more PCs. 


a 
From digital video camera 

Videos 

Pictures 


Audio or Music 


Transitions 


Titles and credits 


This computer 
DVD 
Recordable CD 
E-mail 


Digital video camera 


Storyboard ~ 4 II 


Finland0049 


gia Split 


Importing video 
into Movie Maker 


Geoff Fleming has a JVC hard-drive camcorder 
and wants to know how to get video footage 
from this into Windows Movie Maker. JVC 
camcorders produce MOD files in MPEG-2 
format, which needs to be converted before 
it can be used in Movie Maker (see www. 
papajohn.org, and select Import Movie 
Source Files > Video - MOD for details). 

Of course, you also need to get the files 
onto your PC — you can’t import directly into 
Movie Maker, so you'll need to find some way 
of transferring the files across. First, check the 
JVC web site (www.jvc.com.au) for drivers 
compatible with Windows Vista — as we went 
to press, JVC announced it was completing a 
compatibility review with regards to Windows 
Vista, so hopefully detailed instructions and 
any relevant drivers will soon be forthcoming. 

In the absence of Windows Vista drivers, 
you could transfer your movie files to PC 
using your camcorder's SD card slot. Transfer 
the movie to an SD card and then insert it 
into a card reader on your computer to 
complete the transfer. 


From WMA to MP3 


Brian Goddard's MP3 player won't play music 
in WMA format and he wants to know how to 
convert from Windows Media Audio format 
to MP3. To do so, use the free application 


Add File(s) Add Folder RemoveAll Options | Convert | Help 


Containing Folder Other Information 
F:\My Music\s-haVAnalogue (+DVD) ... 

3,681 F: My Music\a-ha\Cosy Prisons (UK) 

4.072 F: My Music\a-ha\East of the Sun, .. 

3.480 F:\My Music\s-ha Memorial Beach 


st of Files to Convert Format Size (MB) 


ma 3.402 


3.958 F:\My Music\a-ha\bifelines 
F:\My Music\a-ha Minor Earth Major 
Fy Music\acha\Minor Earth Major 
F: My Music\a-ha\Scoundrel Days 


01 Minor Earth Major Sky 2 4.984 

If) 23 01 Minor Earth, Major ... 3.725 
01_Scoundrel Days vm 3.725 
3.525 


CHANGE TO MP3 Switch enables you to quickly 
convert from one music format to another 


Switch, which you can download from nch. 
com.au/switch. You can also instruct Windows 
Media Player to rip from CD to MP3 from the 
Tools > Options > Rip Music window. 


Compatibility problem 


Margaret Jones has recently upgraded her 
PC to Windows Vista, but can no longer 
pursue her papercraft hobby because her 
image-editing tool (Ulead Photo Express 6) 
is not compatible. 

We downloaded Ulead Photo Express 6 and 
discovered that it will run in Windows Vista, 
but not without problems. First, you may 
need to right-click its shortcut and choose 
Run as Administrator to get it to work 
correctly. Second, it'll automatically disable 
the Windows Aero interface. Whatever you 
do, though, do not attempt to run Ulead 
Photo Express 6 in Compatibility Mode, 
because it will crash. 


‘oeate | Print 


PATCHED UP Ulead is in the process of releasing 
compatibility patches for its software 


|| Play All Episodes 
yA Episodes || 


[Ep e 


b> Select A Scene qj 


NO SOFTWARE REQUIRED If you have the Home 
Premium or Ultimate edition of Windows Vista then 
you won't need additional software to play DVDs 


Can't play DVDs 


Graham Miller couldn't play DVDs on his 
laptop running Windows Vista Business 
edition — he kept getting an error message 
advising him to lower the screen resolution 
settings, but with no success. This is because 
you can only play DVDs in Windows Vista 
Home Premium and Ultimate editions without 
requiring additional software. 

You can purchase a software DVD player, 
such as Cyberlink PowerDVD (www.cyberlink. 
com), or alternatively try the free VLC media 
player from www.videolan.org. 


Back up your PC 


Robert Wright wants to know how to back up 
his entire hard drive using Windows Vista 
Home Premium. If you have Windows Vista 
Business, Enterprise or Ultimate editions you 
can do this by clicking the Complete PC 
Backup button in the Backup Status and 
Configuration utility within Windows Vista 
itself. If you're a Windows Vista Home Basic or 
Home Premium user, however, you'll need a 
third-party solution in the form of a drive- 
imaging tool. One such program is Acronis 
Truelmage 10. Find out more and download 
a free 15-day trial from www.acronis.com. 
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Your questions answered 


Got a problem getting started? Gizmo has the answers 


You can keep the notification area unduttered by hiding icons that 
th 


you have not dicked recently, | 
| 


| [¥] Hide inactive icons 


i 
| System icons 


I've networked my Xbox 360 
and my Vista PC. They connect 
finé but why won't TV shows 
| record with my PC play on the 
Xbox 360? Greg South 
The software provided with your TV 
capture card may record in a video 
format — or codec — that’s not recognised by 
your Xbox 360. The Spring Update for Xbox 
360 includes hundreds of new features and 
will automatically install when your Xbox 360 
is connected to the internet. If that hasn't 
fixed the problem, check forums.xbox. 
com/12319241/ShowPost.aspx for a full list of 
supported codecs. If the one used by your 


52 @\Windows Vista Magazine July 2007 


capture card isn’t listed, consider using 
Windows Media Center to record TV instead, 
which the Xbox will work perfectly with. 


| read your solution to a 
problem a reader was having 
with Windows Live Messenger 
[Issue 3]. Why do | get similar error 
messages when | try to launch 
Internet Explorer? Peter Baumann 
Try running IE in No Add-ons mode. Go 
to Run (press Windows-R) and enter: 
iexplore.exe-nohome-extoff. If that doesn't 
work try running Internet Explorer 7 without 
Protected Mode on. Open the program in 
Administrator mode, go to Tools then 
Internet Options and select the Security tab. 
Uncheck Enable Protected Mode. Close IE7 
and you should be able to open in normal 
mode. If that still does not help select 
Advanced and then Reset from the Internet 
Options menu. 


| recently tried to update a 
program but it failed to install 
properly. How can | remove all the 
failed listings from the Installation 
Update History list? lan Burns 
We assume you are referring to the 
Problem Reports and Solutions list found 
in the Control Panel. To remove these listings, 
simply right click an item and select Delete. 


| use Outlook Web Access to 
et my work email at home. | 
can log in on Vista but when | 
create a message | see a red cross 
and can't type anything. Brian Lam 
This is an issue with Internet Explorer 7, a 
side effect making Vista more secure. To 
fix it, click Options in the Task Pane. Select E- 
mail Security and click Install or Upgrade the 


if you are having trouble, check the speakers or headset 
and 


to make sure they are piugged in, tumed on, 
ed volume 


izmo is Microsoft Australia’s Official 

Services Partner for Windows Vista. 
lf you need more help solving your PC 
problems, call 1300 275 449 or visit 
www.gizmo.com.au to find out about 
Gizmo's in-home PC healthchecks, 
affordable flat-rate support options and 
amazing no fix, no fee guarantee. 


Send us your Windows Vista 
problems and you could win a 
Gizmopack on-site service worth up 
to $239! Email your questions to 
feedback @vistamag.com.au. 


S/MIME Control. Click Run when asked about 
installing Microsoft Outlook Web Access S/ 
MIME. Close and then relaunch IE7 and the 
problem should be gone. 


Outlook Web Access # Options 


here to natal the atest version ofthe S/MIME Ca 


‘Open. 


ACCESS GRANTED To write email using Outlook Web 
Access, you'll need to change IE7's security options 


Can you tell me what Event ID 
100 and 200 are? | know it’s 
something to do with starting up 
and shutting down my 
computer, and I’m having a 
problem where there's a 50-50 
chance that anything | delete or 
alter will come back unchanged 
when | restart my PC. Tom Cooper 
Event ID 100 appears in the Event 
Manager, whenever your computer boots 
and Event ID 200 whenever it shuts down. It’s 
not possible to determine the cause of your 
problem from those event logs alone, so 
more testing would be required to fix the 
issue. We're sending you a voucher for a free 
Gizmopack on-site service worth $239 to get 
you started! ay 


TP-LINK 


Networking Your World 


www.tp-link.com 


THE MOST AFFORDABLE BRAND IN NETWORKING 


Wireless Networking With eXtended Range™ 


TL-WR541G TL-WN510G TL-WN550G 

TP-Link 54M Wireless Router eo TP-Link 54M Wireless TP-Link 54M Wireless 

with 4 Port Switch ane PCMCIA Adapter PCI Adapter 

TL-WR642G = TL-WN610G TL-WN651G 

TP-Link 108M Wireless Router TP-Link 108M Wireless TP-Link 108M Wireless 
PCMCIA Adapter PCI Adapter 


with 4 Port Switch Pe WOE 
RECOMMEND 


ADSL2+ Modem/Routers 


TD-8810 
TP-Link Single Ethernet Port 
ADSL 2+ Modem/Router 


TD-8840 
TP-Link Four Ethernet Port 
ADSL 2+ Modem/Router 


TL-R402M 
TP-Link Cable/DSL Router 


with 4-Port Switch 


An ywa la eC - COMPUTER ACCESSORIES 


MELBOURNE PERTH ADELAIDE 
1300 ANYWARE (1300 269 927) 


SYDNEY BRISBANE 


TL-WN321G 
TP-Link 54M Wireless 
USB Adapter 


TL-WN620G 
TP-Link 108M Wireless 
USB Adapter 


SOHO Broadband Routers 


TL-R460 
TP-Link Multi Function Broadband Router 
with 4-Port Hub 


(RRP! $45) 
www.anyware.com.au 
www.anywarenz.co.nz 


AUCKLAND 


Anyware is a wholesaler and does not sell direct to public. The above products can be purchased from most independent computer dealers throughout Australia. Call the number above for your nearest reseller. 


GET STARTED PERSONALISE YOUR PC 


Personalise your PC 


to suit your needs 


Windows Vista offers unrivalled 
control on how your system looks 
and performs, and it enables you 
to personalise it like never before. 
Whether you use your PC as a 
family tool, an entertainment hub or just for 
work, you can get more from your computer. 


The children 


Kids are frighteningly computer savvy these 
days and still possess that insatiable curiosity. 
This makes them adept at savaging your PC 
with a few clicks and an innocent smile. But 
you can protect valued data using the new, 
improved user accounts in Windows Vista. 
Set the younger members of your family 
up with a new account in Control Panel > 
User Accounts ~ Manage accounts > 


No matter what your PC is used for, Windows 
Vista enables you to change its appearance to 
suit, like no other operating system. We show 
you how to unlock its power. By James Stables 


Create new account. You then have the 
option to make them a standard user, which 
means they can't make changes to any 
crucial parts of your computer. 

However, the safety of your PC is nothing 
compared to the safety of children online. 
The internet can be perilous for innocent 
eyes, and it is important to make sure they 
are protected. 

Windows Vista offers unprecedented 
parental control over user accounts, which 
will keep them safe online. You can control 
web access levels ranging from high, where 
all non-child approved sites are blocked to 
custom, to low, where only the most 
unsavoury content is disallowed. 

To access these options, just go to the 
Parental Controls menu in the Control 


Customise your system 


You can alter many parts of the Windows Vista system using Tweak VI on this month's DVD 


[© Toes for Windows Vis 


ie 


Backup and restore settings ... 


playing with Tweak VI it's advisable to 

use the snapshot feature to save the 
‘before’ images. This way, if you don't like 
what you tweak, you can restore at the click 
of a button. As with other software, it's also 
advisable to restore points in Windows Vista. 


1 SNAPSHOT FEATURE Before you start 
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safeguarded your PC, it’s time to tweak. 

In the Visual Tweaks menu, choose the 
Start menu tweaks. From here you can 
banish the menus you don't use. The desktop 
options allow you to disable icons, and rid 
yourself of the dreaded taskbar balloons. 


2 TWEAKING OPTION Now you have 


Ml Wi OW i" 


Unrivalled 
control 


The new Personalization menu means 
you can change all aspects of the 
desktop in one place. Just right- 
click on the desktop and 
click Personalization 


Panel. As the administrator you can apply 
parental controls to any account. 

But parental controls in Windows Vista go 
much further than simple web site blocking. 
You can set times during the day where 
access Is permitted, so your kids can’t use the 
computer when they should be doing their 
homework. If you play games that may not 
be suitable for children, you can block access 
to those, too. This also applies to every 
program installed on the computer, giving 
you unprecedented control over your PC. 

There are also a host of fun Sidebar gadgets, 
such as a live panda webcast and a Calvin 
and Hobbs cartoon gadget. Another great 
option for children is GoPets, which allows 
them to adopt a pet to live on their desktop. 
The pet will then wander off and make 


SMOOTHER FONTS To make Windows 
Sys: look even better, try using the 

Font Smoothing options in the Visual 
Tweaks section. Choose a ClearType style, 
and click Change screen font DPI settings. 
Choose a Custom DPI and try 105 per cent to 
make your fonts look clear and bright. 


Desktop shortcuts 


Add lots of clearly labelled shortcuts to the desktop, so your children can find 
their way round the computer easily and use Windows Vista to its full effect. 


GoPets 


GoPets is a great way to keep 
your child entertained online. 


They adopt a virtual pet that 


lives on the desktop and goes 
travelling to other computers. 


When it finds similar owners, 


it puts them in touch, making 
it a great way to talk to other 
children from different cultures. 


istagopet's 


rol GoPets - People, Pet... 


friends around the globe, putting your kid in 
touch with others from different countries. 
It's available from www.gopetslive.com. 


If you take pride in the appearance of your 
PC as well as the functionality, Windows Vista 
allows more customisation than ever. With 
a few easy tweaks it’s easy to turn your 
Windows XP-using friends green with envy. 
As with other versions of Windows, colours 
and backgrounds are fully customisable, but 
now all the options are in one place, and can 
be accessed by right-clicking the desktop 
and choosing Personalize. This takes you to 
the Personalization menu, where you can 
alter the theme of your PC's appearance, the 
background, the colours of bars and menus, 
screensavers and even the mouse pointer. 
And if you really want to give Windows Vista 
a makeover, you can go even further. Tweak 
VI, on this month's disc, offers unprecedented 
control over the operating system's appearance. 
Tweak VI works by offering an easy way to 
add registry entries, without having to do the 


Gadgets 


Background 


Set your kids a 
colourful background. 
There are loads to be 
found on the internet, 
but try to match the 
resolution of the 
picture to the one 
you're running on your 
PC for maximum effect. 


M4 C2 
04/26/07 


There are plenty of interesting Sidebar gadgets to keep 
your kids entertained. We're running a live cast of a 
panda zoo, a magic 8 ball and virtual bubble wrap. 


complicated editing yourself. Many parts of 
the Windows Vista system can be altered, 
from folders on the Start Menu to the speed 
with which Flip3D rotates through windows. 
Tweak VI also allows you to take snapshots 
of your system at any time, so if you aren't 
happy with the changes, you can change 
back instantly. It’s a good idea when using 


software such as Tweak VI to use the restore 
points in Windows Vista as a precaution, so 
that you can go back to a previous date if 
you encounter any problems. 

The new Sidebar in Windows Vista also 
enables you to make the desktop interactive 
and fun. There are a range of Sidebar 


gadgets to keep you entertained. News.com. 


au has an excellent news gadget, and there 
are also offerings from Digg and YouTube. 


Another highlight is the Desktop Wallpaper 
gadget, which creates customised 
backgrounds using your photos that change 
at designated intervals. 

Since the release of Windows Vista, the 
internet modding community has been in 
overdrive, finding and releasing new content 
for the many customisable features. If you're 
running Windows Vista Ultimate, the video 
backgrounds provided by DreamScene are a 
sure-fire way to make your background come 
alive. New DreamScene content is available 


Business users can optimise their 
Windows Vista desktop, and be more productive 
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GET STARTED PERSONALISE YOUR PC 


through the Windows Update facility, which 
can be accessed by clicking Windows 
Update located in the Control Panel. 
However, if you aren't running Windows 
Ultimate, or feel the moving backgrounds 
place too much demand on your system, 
don't despair. The photographer who took 
the original Windows Vista backgrounds has 
released the ones that didn’t make it to the 
disc. Luckily for you, they've made it to ours 
and will give your desktop a refreshing lift. 


The business user 

If you use your Windows Vista PC more for 
business than entertainment, then you can 
increase your productivity. Substance over 
style is most likely to suit, so if you're running 
a Windows Vista laptop with limited graphics 
capability, or you feel that you work better 
without the glossy distractions of the new 
interface, you may want to return its 
appearance back to the familiar. Right-click 
on the desktop and choose Personalization 
> Window Color and Appearance. |n the 
next menu is an option to Open classic 
appearance properties, which enables you 
to turn off the slick Aero glass effects, and 
return to the normal solid menu bars. 

Tweak VI also offers plenty of opportunities 
to streamline your PC. All the standard 
menus can be hidden from view, allowing 
better productivity through simpler layout 
and design. The implementation of web 
feeds into Windows Vista gives you the ability 
to get news as soon as it breaks with minimal 


effort on your part. If your job relies on the 
latest financial info, for example, you can 
have it beamed straight to your desktop with 
the Feed Headlines Sidebar gadget. 

As a business user, the Windows Vista 


Sidebar can also help boost your productivity. 


You can save time and be better organised 
by using the Microsoft Office Outlook 2007 
gadgets at gallery.live.com. These bring your 
email and appointments straight to your 
desktop, and will stop important messages 


“You can have financial 
info beamed straight 
to your desktop” 


stagnating in your inbox. The Outlook 
Upcoming Appointments gadget means that 
the desktop can become the focus of your 


working day, rather than individual programs. 


Try banishing the distracting Sidebar 
gadgets such as the games and the photos, 
and go for less busy but more functional 
ones. Windows Vista comes with some 
great gadgets that help make your 
computer more productive, such as the 
contacts, currency converter and calendar. 

Whatever you use your PC for, there are 
tons of ways to personalise Windows Vista, 
to suit your everyday life. Try playing with 
Windows Vista, and see how much of a 
difference it can make. 4¥ 


Get this: the streamlined desktop 


—— 


Internet 
Internet Explorer 


| zy E-mail 


" | Nick Odantzis 
i al Windows Mail | 


| WED) ovegas.:c{ Send or receive email messages. 
}, Ubisoft 
| & Show desktop 
| | & Backup and Restore Center 


| Y Play 


Pictures 

Music 

Games 

Search 

Recent Items 

Computer 

Network 

Connect To 
ehRanel 

| Default Programs 


| Help and Support 


Set up Parental Controls on your PC 


Protect your kids online, choose the games they're allowed to play, and set time limits 


Additional things you can do 


* 


{0k ' 


member of your family their own 

account, set up a new user account in 
Control Panel — User Accounts. Click 
Manage Accounts then Create New 
Account and name it. 


1 ACCOUNTS FOR EVERYONE To give a 
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give the account Standard User status 

rather than Administrator status. This 
means that person won't be able to make 
important changes to the system, which 
safeguards your system. 


2 STANDARD STATUS When prompted, 


has been created, go to Control Panel 

~+ Parental Controls and choose the 
user from the list. Turn on the controls by 
checking the first box. Windows Vista also 
allows you to monitor their usage as well. 


3 PARENTAL CONTROLS When the account 


Iconic desktop 


We removed the text from 
our icons and the shortcut 
arrows to make the icons 
look even better. Holding 
control and rotating the 
mouse wheel also alters the 
size of your icons. 


Font size 


Increasing the font 

DPI and changing to 
Clearlype fonts make 
your menus look great, 
and gives your interface 
a clear, clean look. After 
all these simple tips, your 
friends will be impressed 
with just how good your 
Windows Vista PC looks. 


Windows DreamScene 


The new Windows Vista desktops 
look fabulous, but if you're running 
the Ultimate version, DreamScene’s 
moving backgrounds look even 
better — and four new versions have 
just come out. 


gg sidebar 1.0 


wi! BREAKING: Condy Rice will have her day 
in court 


House passes Iraq withdrawal timetable 
Use any USB stick to ReadyBoost your 
computer 


bem) Virginia Tech - People Who Blame Pop 
Culture Are Morons 


A Hyperdrive Engine that travels through 
other dimensions! | 


Side bar 


Add some sidebar gadgets, which 
make your desktop look great and 
even more functional. No longer will 
the right-hand side of the desktop 
be a functionless void. 


Click Web Restrictions 
to choose the level of control you wish 


to wield. High restrictions will block all 


sites, except ones approved for children, and 
medium will just block sensitive content. You 


can also choose to block downloads. 


In the Time Limits option 
you can set times that your users can 


log on to the computer. Each square 


represents an hour — simply click to change 
the status. White boxes are the allowed times 


and blue boxes the blocked times. 


This program allows you to run four 
active desktops that you can flick 
between by holding Ctrl and Shift 
and using the directional buttons. 
The program can be downloaded 
from chsalmon.club.fr/index.php?en/ 
download#yodm3d and is sure to 


impress your friends. 

text from your icons. Just 

right-click on an icon, and 
rename it by typing ‘255’ into the space 
while holding down Alt. This should 
remove all text. For the second icon, 
type Alt + 255, Alt + 255, for the third 
type it three times, and so on. 


You can make your desktop 
cleaner by removing the 


If you like your desktop text- 
free, go a step further and 
remove the shortcut arrow. 

; Get the Overlay Shortcut 
Remover from www.frameworkx.com/ 
frameworkx/solution.aspx?id= 632. 


{a} 


In the Games menu, 
you can choose whether the user is 
allowed to play games on the system. 

Windows Vista also enables you to choose 
which games can be played; you can set this 
by clicking Block or Allow specific games. 
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GET STARTED PROBLEM SOLVING 


The DIY guide to getting 
help with Windows Vista 


Computer users often ignore 

a program's Help file, because 
they don't realise how much 
information can be found there. 
Windows Help And Support is 
the place to go when you're having trouble. 
It includes general and task-oriented articles, 
a comprehensive glossary, tutorials and 
demonstrations, and links to tools. You can 
choose from a list of common topics on its 
main page, search by keyword or phrase, or 
look up specific topics in the table of 


TOP TIP Pressing the F1 key opens Windows Help And Support 
to a related topic, or opens the Help file for the currently active 
Microsoft program. Pressing the F1 key from within a Microsoft 
Office Word file opens the Word Help file, pressing the F1 key from 


contents. If the information you need isn't 
in Windows Help And Support, you can at 
least find pointers to other resources. 

Windows Help And Support displays 
static content that is stored on your 
computer, and dynamic content that it 
accesses over the internet. By including 
online content resources in your searches, 
you can be confident that you are getting 
current information. 

If your question is of a more technical 
nature, you can follow a link from Windows 


Don't panic if you run into a problem with Windows Vista, this 
abridged excerpt from Step by Step Windows Vista (Microsoft 
Press) explains how to identify and solve common complaints 
with the new operating system. 


Help And Support to the Microsoft Help 
And Support site, which hosts an in-depth 
library of Knowledge Base articles written 
in response to customer inquiries. 

You open Windows Help And Support by 
clicking the Help And Support link on the 
Start menu. Many Windows Vista windows 
and dialog boxes contain links to context- 
sensitive Help files that provide information 
about the currently displayed feature or 
program, and assist you in deciding which 
options you should choose. 4* 


within a Microsoft Office Excel file opens the Excel Help file, and so 
on. Many software manufacturers have made their context-sensitive 
help available through the F1 key, which is why context-sensitive 
help is often referred to as F1 Help. 


Getting answers the easy way 


Support to open the window. To 

display categories, click the icons under 
Find An Answer; explore support options by 
clicking the links under Ask Someone, or use 
the Search Help box to locate topics. 


1 FIND On the Start menu, click Help and 
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If you have any queries, Windows Vista will help you out 


{p lnclude Windows Online Help and Suppor when you 
search forhelo 
Get 


at the top of the window, click Options, 

and then Settings. In the Help Settings 
dialog box, ensure that the Include Windows 
Online Help and Support check box is 
selected. Then click OK. 


2 OPTIONS At the right end of the toolbar 


Browse Help button. If you don't know 
precisely what information you are 
looking for, you can locate information 
by general topic from this page. 


3 BROWSE On the toolbar, click the 


Reporting problems 


When your computer 
experiences a hardware or 
software problem, Windows 
Vista sends a report (containing 
information such as when the 
problem occurred and what 
software program or hardware 
device was involved) to 
Microsoft. In some cases, the 
problem-reporting tool might 
request permission to send 
additional information that will 
help to identify the problem 
and develop a solution. You are 
given the opportunity to view 
the additional information 
before you send it, and you 
can deny permission 

If the Microsoft support 
database contains a solution 
or information about your 
problem, the problem- 
reporting tool will let you 
know. You can then choose 
whether to implement the 
solution. You can view 
transmitted and unsent 
problem reports and collected 
solutions in the Problem 
Reports And Solutions window. 
You can also send the collected 
reports manually, which is 
worth doing — every report you 
submit helps Microsoft to track 
down problems and issue fixes. 


and 


@ Windows Help and Support 


BASICS Click Getting started, click If 

you are new to Windows - the basics, 

then Help and Support. Notice that the 
path you followed to get to this page is 
displayed above the topic list. You can click 
any link in the path to return to that page. 


Display problem 


To manually submit 
problem reports. 
Click the Check 

for new solutions 
task. Windows Vista 
will send a report 
about the logged 
issues to Microsoft, 


reports and solutions 


Problem Reports and Solutions 


Tasks rl a 
Solve problems on your computer 


“fl + Check for new solutions 


See problems to check 


View problem history Solutions to install 


Change settings 


‘Clear solution and preblers 
history 


Information about other problems 


In Control Panel, 

click System and 
Maintenance, then 
click Problem Reports 
and Solutions. If 

you want automatic 
reporting switched off, 
click Change settings. 
On the Choose how 
to check for solutions 
to computer problems 
page, select Ask me 
to check if a problem 
occurs option, and 
then click OK. 


Problem caused by MSN Messénger: consider upgrading 


This problem was caused by MSN Messerger. MSN Messenger was created by 


Microsoft Corporation. 


There is no solution for this problem at this time. 
| However, your computer is missing update} that can help improve its stability and 


f} security. 
i) Recommendation ~~ 


feedback any 


solutions. You can 
implement any of the 
reported solutions; 
Windows Vista does 
not do it automatically. 


IN-DEPTH On the Help and Support 

page, click Getting help (overview). 

Then in the Windows Help and Support 
window, click the Maximise button. The 
displayed topic contains in-depth 
information about getting help. 


© Go to the Microsoft Corporation webgite to download the MSN Messenger update. 


Rate this response: 
Provide Feedback 


@ Windows Help and Support 


SEARCHING Scan the topic. When you 

finish, type ‘getting help’ (not case 

sensitive) in the Search Help box, and 
click Search Help. A list of the first 30 topics 
that fit your search appears; at the bottom 
of the list is a link to the next 30 topics. 
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Windows Vista 

is about much 

more than our 
everyday computing 
tasks — it can also help 
you to become more 
organised and efficient 
at work, and to get 
more enjoyment from 
interests and activities 
when you're away from 
work. The Do More 
section is where we 
show you how... 


| 
| 
| 
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VIRTUAL MEETINGS 


Share your desktop 
In seconds 


It's very easy for you to 
run applications and create 
documents on your Windows 
Vista PC, but when other 

oN people need to get involved, 
life becomes more difficult. 

If your group wants to work together on 
a particular program, for example, they'll 
normally have to crowd around your PC, 
fighting over the keyboard and mouse 
whenever they want to take control. 
And having several people work on 
one document becomes even more of a 
nightmare when they all try editing the same 
information at the same time. Fortunately, 
Windows Vista has the ideal solution, and it’s 
much easier to use than you might think. 


Launch Windows Vista Meeting Space 
(available on all editions except Home 
Basic) and you're able to create an 
electronic meeting. Anyone else on a 
similar Windows Vista-equipped PC or 
laptop can then join in, as long as they 
can make a network connection to you 
(wired or wireless, it really doesn’t matter). 
Once your meeting has a few attendees, 
you're able to share files with them, which 
you might optionally let them edit. And it's 
no more difficult to share your desktop. 


Quickly create virtual meetings that are fun and 
productive: securely share text notes, programs, 
documents, even your entire desktop with 
friends or colleagues. 


Everyone can then watch what you're doing 
on their own PCs, and you can even let 
people join in and take control of the 
application themselves: perfect if you're 
discussing the best way of doing something. 
Best of all, you don't have to be a 
networking geek to get your meeting set 
up, as Meeting Space handles all the difficult 
bits itself: there's no simpler way for your 
Windows Vista group to work together. 


men or your desktop with other 
le Near Me, 


nts, programs, 
enable file replication and Peoph 


© Yes, continue setting up Windows Meeting Space 


> No, cancel Windows Meeting Space setup 


details 


Launch Windows Meeting 
Space and you'll be asked if you're 
ready to set up the program. Click Yes, 
continue setting up Windows Meeting Space 
and Windows Vista will turn on the necessary 
networking features for you. 


If you're still missing a few people 
then click here for a variety of 
ways to invite them. But don't 
invite more than nine people 

in total: Meeting Space can't 
support any more than that. 


Home Insert Page Layout References 


Calibri (Body) 


Paste : 
. PF Format Painter 


Clipboard 


Janu ary 
Preliminar 
Februa 


Meeting w 


March 


Developm 


e will need q 


April 


First targe 


When the meeting is 
over, click Meeting, 
select Save Handouts 
if any of your shared 
files have been edited, 
then Leave Meeting to 
close Meeting Space. 


etin: 


People Near Me identifies people nearby whe are using 
computers and allows them to send you invitations for 
programs such as Windows Meeting Space. 


Your display name 
Mike 2 


[| [@iSign me in automatically when Windows starts 


Allow invitations from: 


Privacy information: 


By default, display names, computer names, and IP 
addresses are visible to all people on your local network. 
However, programs using People Near Me might 
publish additional information 


NAME CHANGE By default Windows Vista 

assumes you want to be known by your 

user account name during the meeting. 
Alternatively, you can type in anything you want 
as a display name here. Leave the other default 
settings as they are for now, and click OK. 


Mail 


7 hae 
mpd Ube x, 2 Aa | AN eS SS lfe 


Everyone who's attending 
meeting will be listed here. Right- 
click your name to set personal 
settings, including your meeting 
status (Available, Busy, Be Right 
Back, more). 


Meet anywhere 


Meeting Space isn't just for your 
local network. You can also work 
people across the internet, from 
anywhere in the world. Just click 
Invite -> Create an email 
invitation to invite them 


AaBbCecL Ac it 


Title 


h 


35 


all AaBbCcD¢ AaBbCcDc WaBbCs 


ading 1 


AaBbCc 


Heading 2 


M Normal No Spaci... Heading 3 airy 
2 = Styles We Select ~ 


Paragraph: 


You are sharing "list - Microsoft Word". 


Click Add a 
handout to add a 
file to the meeting, 
and let your 
participants view 
it. Don't let more 
than one person at 
a time edit the file, 
though, or changes 
might be lost. 


Handouts (3) 


[4] *) Game revi 
i Je onty 


¢ |show me how my shared 
a 


SHssion looks on other computers 


e [Stop sharing 


Click Share to share your whole desktop, or a 
particular running application. Everyone at the 
meeting will now see that program, and clicking Give 
Control will let another. meeting participant use it. 


Partici 


a Claudia ~ 
r el Tjeerd (Be 


Mike 08:56 


GET TO WORK Anyone nearby can now 

start their copy of Meeting Space and join 

you, or you can invite others. Click Share to 
share programs, Add a handout to share files, 
double-click someone's name to send them a 
text note, and enjoy quick, easy meetings. 


CREATE A MEETING If someone else has 


started a meeting near you, Windows Vista 

will detect and display it. Otherwise, click 
Start a new meeting, enter a password (anyone 
you invite will have to use this) and click the 
arrow button to move to the next step. 
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DO MORE ONLINE GAMING 


Connect with Games 


for Windows — LIVE 


With the launch of Windows Vista game Halo 2 
comes Microsoft's new Games for Windows — 
LIVE service, which allows friends to compete 
against each other online. By Mike Channell 


If you've ever tried to play PC 
games across the web, you'd be 
forgiven for having dismissed it 
as a waste of time. Organising a 
match online can be as tricky as 
programming the Enigma machine. 
Fortunately Microsoft has come up with a 
neat solution to the problem with Games for 
Windows — LIVE. Based on the popular Xbox 
Live service, Games for Windows — LIVE 
provides a unified, overarching structure to 
the traditionally shambolic world of online 
gaming, and enriches the single-player 
experience, too. As a keen online gamer, the 
amount of time in the past that I've spent 
scribbling down complex server addresses, 
or playing a nightmarish level with a phone 


rammed between my shoulder and my ear, 
angling for some vital advice, doesn't bear 
thinking about. What's worse, when you do 
find a group of people who provide a fun 
and challenging game, as soon as they log 
off they disappear forever, leaving you with 
the internet's loudest and most irritating 
people. That's why Games for Windows 

— LIVE is perfect for me; it's geared towards 
allowing friends to easily create and join 
online games, compare achievements and 
chat together at the same time. 


Find some mates 

Central to this is the concept of a friends list. 
Much like your contacts list on Windows 
Live Messenger, this is an instant way of 


Ml W OW" 


Gain control 


The ergonomic wired Xbox 360 
controller isn't just for players of the 
console. You can plug it into your 
Windows Vista PC and it'll be 
recognised instantly. 


seeing which of your friends are available 
for a game or, indeed, just a quick chat. 
Players on LIVE are known by their gamer 
tag, a unique name that is chosen by them 
and tied to their Windows Live ID. The 
Games for Windows — LIVE friends list is 
available at any time, whether you're playing 
single or multiplayer, simply by hitting the 
Home key. This brings up the silver Guide 
screen, which allows you to co-ordinate 
your LIVE experience — sending messages to 
friends, participating in voice chats or simply 
comparing the progress they're making in 


Navigating Games for Windows — LIVE 


Five easy steps to finding your way around the slick and silvery interface 


up online to access your Games for 

Windows — LIVE account. All 
compatible games have access to Games for 
Windows — LIVE built into their menus. 


if GET IN THE GAME You'll need to sign 
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signed-in player hits the Home key. It’s 

a one-stop-shop for coordinating and 
playing games online. At the bottom you can 
see one of the useful pop-up notifications. 


2 GUIDE MENU This pops up whenever a 


Community 


e 


mates are up to. To the right of their 

tags, you can see what game or activity 
they're participating in. There's also an icon 
that shows the Xbox 360 players on your list. 


3 FRIENDS LIST This tells you what your 


THE NAME GAME 


Your gamer tag identifies you online, is decided by you and must be 
unique. Try and think of something that sums up how you play games, CARD CARRYING 
or a favourite nickname. By and large players don't use their real names. This is your gamer card. It shows details 


of your reputation, which Gamer Zone 
you're registered in (which decides who 
you're matched against, and can be 
changed), and your gamer score. 


PICTURE THIS 


Your gamer picture is a 
great way of expressing 
yourself online. There are 
plenty installed by 
default, and some games 
will come with extra 
themed gamer pictures 
to choose from. 


TALK A GOOD GAME 


The Private Chat option 
allows you to hold voice 
conversations with your 
friends that other players in 
the game Dont be able to 
hear. You can even continue 
these conversations while 
playing single-player modes. 


Na 


The menu option for Friends also shows 
how many of your contacts are online. 
Clicking on this will take you to Games 
for Windows — LIVE's friends list, where 
you can see what your friends are up to. 


ACCOUNTING FOR TASTE 


You can sign out of Games for Windows 
— LIVE at any time and you aren't limited 
to a single account per PC. This means 
that friends and family can log in with 
their own LIVE accounts as well. 


Message (exp 243 PM 


Sending and You can compare 
receiving messages is a cinch. Short your gamer score and unlockable 
text messages, or even voice clips, can achievements directly with your friends’. 
be created. If you receive one while you're Hit Compare Games to see your scores and 
online, a pop-up notification will appear. achievements side by side. 
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DO MORE ONLINE GAMING 


PLAY AGAIN Submit a Player Review if you want 
to play someone again — or want to avoid them 


Playing It safe 


The world of online gaming can be a surprisingly 
hostile place sometimes, particularly if you're 
lending your ears to the great unwashed masses 
on voice chat. Luckily Games for Windows — LIVE 
has some neat features to ensure you don’t have to 
put up with bad behaviour for long. 

The first thing to ensure is that you're in the right 
Gamer Zone. If you're of a nervous disposition, it’s 
probably best to opt for either the Family or 
Recreation zones. If you're hardy enough to 
weather Pro or Underground and someone is still 
behaving unacceptably, clicking on their name in 
your game lobby will bring up a Guide screen. On 
it you should find options to mute them, so that 
you don't have to listen to their bleating, or submit 
a Player Review, which will lessen the chances of 
you running into them again. If things get serious, 
there's a last resort in the shape of the File 
Complaint item. Use these options, and playing 
online should bea pleasant experience. 


their games against your own efforts. Even 
if you're not in the Guide interface, you'll 

receive pop-ups that let you know when a 
friend is online or has sent you a message. 


Get rewarded 

Another crucial element of the Games for 
Windows — LIVE experience is Achievements. 
All compatible games will feature a raft of 
different achievements, which are awarded 
when you complete certain challenges. 
Some will be as simple as completing a 
particular level, others will reward you for 
performing particularly difficult feats from 
within the game, some are only available by 
participating in multiplayer games. 
Achievements are displayed in your LIVE 
profile and they contribute to a global 
gamer score in varying degrees. You'll be 
able to tell instantly from looking ata 
player's gamer score just how hardcore they 
are, and whether you're risking a beating if 
you go toe-to-toe with them online. 

The first decision to make when you sign 
up for Games for Windows — LIVE is what 
flavour of the service you fancy. You have a 
choice of Silver or Gold membership, with 
Silver being the basic free package and Gold 
the premium subscription-based edition. 
Both allow you to create a friends list, 
browse a list of active games, play other 
Windows Vista users online and earn single- 
player achievements, but if you're prepared 
to pay for Gold you'll unlock the full 


You'll be able to tell 
from looking at a 
player's gamer score 
how hardcore they are 


potential of the LIVE service. Gold members 
are able to compete in ranked matches and 
work out where they stand compared to the 
best players in the world, and they'll also 
earn sought-after multiplayer achievements. 
Crucially, Gold members can hop in and out 
of games with their friends, making it easy 
to find a good match to participate in. 
Signing up is straightforward (see the 
walkthrough below), and the best place to 
start taking advantage of the Games for 
Windows - LIVE service is with Halo 2, the 
first Games for Windows title to feature LIVE 
functionality. As for the future, there are 
some exciting developments on the way for 
Games for Windows - LIVE, not least the 
release of a game called Shadowrun from 
Microsoft Game Studios and FASA 
Interactive. This multiplayer-only first- 
person shooter will allow Gold subscribers 
to play against both other Windows Vista 
users and Xbox 360 players. Finally the old 
arguments about whether PC or console 
owners are the better gamers can be 
settled, and there are also plenty more 
cross-platform titles planned. | can't wait. #* 


Sign up for Games for Windows — LIVE 


We take you through the process of creating an account and getting in the game 


NAME AND GAME The first step in 

signing up for a Games for Windows — 

LIVE account is creating a local gamer 
profile, which you have to do to play any 
compatible game online or offline. 
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FORM AND FUNCTION Clicking this 

will open up an Internet Explorer 

window with an online form to fill in. 
Here you get to choose important details, 
such as your unique gamer tag and picture. 


YOUR ID If you already have a Windows 
Live ID, such as a Hotmail, account then 
you can simply enter it during this 
process. Otherwise, follow the instructions 
to complete the form. 


Picked up 30 needles for Needler 
Picked up a plasma grenade 


BUNGIE 


| Say hello to Halo 2 


If you're not a console player, you may be 
unfamiliar with Halo 2. The game debuted on the 
original Xbox console and was widely embraced as 
one of the best multiplayer games around. It may 
be looking its age these days, but the excellent 
deathmatch component is the perfect way to 

take advantage of Games for Windows — LIVE's 
multiplayer match-making and achievements. 


CLOCKING IN Once you have your LIVE 

Silver or Gold account, return to your 

game and sign in with your profile. You 
can set your PC to remember your username, 
password, or even to sign in automatically. 


AUDIO ACTION Shouts of surprise are commonly 
heard across the voice channel as heavily armoured 
men pop out of the bushes 


FULLY INTEGRATED You'll notice that 

the game has recognised the new 

Games for Windows — LIVE profile and 
this will be reflected in every compatible 
game that you play from now on. 


ALL Halo 2's 
superlative deathmatch 
action should appeal to 
both newcomers and 
hardcore PC gamers 


BRING YOUR MATES Halo 2's weird and wonderful 
weaponry is perfect for softening up your friends 
on Games for Windows — LIVE 


Uno you want It 


Halo 2 and Shadowrun aren't the only reasons to 
be excited about Games for Windows - LIVE. If 
you're not keen on first-person shooters, the Xbox 
360's number one Live Arcade game is coming to 
Windows Vista, too. Uno is a great, casual card 
game, boasts cross-platform play and is as mucha 
place to meet and chat with friends as play a game. 
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DO MORE AMUSE THE KIDS 


School holiday 
entertainment 


They're ruthless, unstoppable 
and terrifying. They know who 
you are and will stop at nothing 
to wear you down. It’s day one 
of the kids’ school holidays and 
you know those fateful words are only 
seconds away..."|'m booooored.” 

Never fear! With these handy hints you 
will manage to escape any breaks from 
school relatively unscathed. 


Preparation and projects 


To prevent boredom before it starts use 
the power of Windows Calendar to prepare 
a schedule of events and activities. 
Depending on your budget you can either 
go to lots of local events or use sites 

like Entertainthekids.com or go to www. 
kidspot.com.au for a range of ideas and 


Kids in every Australian state will be on their 
mid-year break at some stage in July. Why not 
let Windows Vista help you entertain them? 

» There's stacks to do... By Tamsin Mackay 


activities that are sure to keep the kids busy 
during the holidays. 

It's also important for your kids to be left 
alone to develop their own interests and 
imaginations (that's how you justify a little 
‘you time’!). Take advantage of some holiday 
specials and buy a digital camera or two for 
as little as $100, invent a project or theme 
and set them loose. On the inevitable rainy 
day they can simply plug the cameras into 
Windows Vista and spend hours creating 
their final photo project. 

Use Windows DVD Maker to burn their 
projects onto DVD and then make a movie 
premiere out of it. Turn off the lights, set 
up the TV, sell tickets and let them be the 
award-winning actors walking down the red 
carpet to launch their photo movies. 

The weather, as mentioned, tends to be 


MAKING MEMORIES Get your kids involved in 
recording fun days out and get them to make a DVD 


the biggest problem in the holidays. It’s probably 
wise to invest in a weather RSS feed such as 

the one offered by Weatherzone (www. 
weatherzone.com.au), SO you can keep up to 
date and adjust your schedules accordingly. 

If it does end up raining for days and you're all 
edging towards homicide then owning a decent 
PC is going to put you at a distinct advantage. 
Instead of the inevitable screams about who 
chose the movie last time simply put one bunch 


Give your child a DVD project 


Let Tiny Tim become Tim Burton for the day 


Maker, click on Add pictures and video 

to the DVD page then click File -> New. 
To save your title click File -® Save; in File 
Name enter the project name and click Save. 


1 NAME THAT FILE Open Windows DVD 
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click Share your memories on a DVD 

~ Photos and on the Add pictures and 
video to the DVD page click File Open 
Project File. Select your file and click Open. 


2 CREATE YOUR DVD To create your DVD 


picture or slide show you want to move 

and click Move up or Move down to 
order them. If you prefer you can also drag 
and drop them where you want them. 


3 ORDER THE IMAGES Click the video, 


Holiday advice from the experts 


Mum's the word on keeping the kids amused 


COCO OSOEEEHSEHOEOHH OOOOH OCO EOE HOHE EEEOHHO ELEC OEEEEHEEELEHEEE®E 


Debbie Bird, editor 
of ForParentsBy 


in front of the TV and another in front of 
the PC. Windows Media Player is easier to 
use than a DVD player and you can play a 
genius version of musical chairs with it too 
— the loser gets to choose the next song 
and visualisation. Close the curtains and go 
full screen (press Alt and Enter) for 

a party atmosphere! 


The holidays are also an opportunity for 
your children to broaden their horizons so 
let them use Windows Vista to look up 


You can edit your DVD 
title in the Disc title box and customise 
your DVD menu using the Menu text or 

Customize menu boxes. These let you play 
with fonts, background images and more. 


technology to create an activity, like 

a treasure hunt with clues and maps. © 
Become a part of their world and let | 
your children amaze you. 


interesting subjects. Pretend that they are 
the teachers and you are the student and 
ask them to give you a lesson once a week. 
Make sure that the Parental Controls have 
been properly set up (you'll need to create 
a separate user account for them, then 
open up Parental Controls in the Control 
Panel) so that they can surf the internet 
securely and then let them find a topic and 
prepare your lessons. 

Hopefully these cunning strategies will 
make sure that your holiday is all about 
enjoyment — for you and them. 


Click Slide Show to arrange a 
slide show and to add music. You can 
add music files in the same way you did 
with your image or movie files. Click Burn 
and your DVD will be created for you. 


Sure-fire holiday 
fun options 


There is nothing quite as handy as a digital 
camera nowadays. You can take endless pics, 
you can create amazing shows and you can 
play with all sorts of cool features using 
Windows Photo Gallery. Grab yourself a 
bargain, some digital cameras can be found for 
around $100 these days at major electrical 
retailers like DSE or JB HiFi. 


Gaming doesn't have to mean children mindlessly 
slumped in front of a monitor. Work their brains 
with an educational game, like the Carmen 
Sandiego series from Mindscape (www.mindscape. 
net.au), or get them dancing on a USB dance mat 
($30 from www.gameswarehouse.com.au). 


It's raining, you're all feeling relaxed and lazy so 
why not sit back and watch some movies? Select 
‘Childrens’ in the drop down box of www.ezydvd. 
com.au for a comprehensive listing of child- 
friendly fare that you can buy online and have 
delivered to your door by express post. 
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DO MORE PODCAST SET-UP 


Easy listening: radio 
the way you want it 


Being something of a music 
fascist, | tend to find listening to 
most radio stations a somewhat 
objectionable experience. Radio 
as a concept, though, with all 
the interesting new music and thoughtful 
discussion that it in theory offers, now that 
still appeals. It's just a matter of tracking 
down a more original format than Silverchair 
song, inane DJ babble, Silverchair song, ad, 
Silverchair song... And | want to be able to 
listen in as and when | choose. 

Podcasts are the answer. These are little 
nuggets from radio shows, whether from 
broadcast or online stations (or even just 
some guy chattering into a mic attached to 
his PC), which can then be downloaded as 
digital audio files to listen to at your leisure. 
Podcasting has gone far beyond commercial 
radio stations now — basically, you name any 
specialist interest, from music to sport to 
birdwatching to stamp collecting, and you 
can bet there's a ‘cast for it somewhere. 


Sign up for ‘casts 

The usual way of obtaining podcasts is 
similar to RSS news feeds for web sites. You 
subscribe to a ‘cast and whatever program 
you've chosen to snatch the things for you, 
does so whenever a new one’s released. 
Apple's iTunes is perhaps the best-known 


Pick of the pods three great podcasts to subscribe to today 


NOVA 100 — HUGHSEY AND KATE 
PODCAST Hughsey just gets funnier and 
funnier now with the help of Kate. The 
stupid humour he brings to the Rove 
Live show is mixed in with intelligent 
banter (sometimes) and side-splitting 
comedy. www.noval00.com. 
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Nothing good on the radio at the times you're able to listen 
to it? We show you how easy it is to download interesting 
music and discussion radio shows from the internet, which 
you can then listen to at your leisure. By Alec Meer 


podcast grabber, but really that's only 
because it can then upload them to an 
iPod. There are plenty of alternative, 
equally easy ways to get hold of 
an array of podcasts in Windows 
Vista, and from within Windows 
Media Player so that they can 
be synched to other types 
of portable music devices. 
There's a quick-start guide 
to getting set up on the 
opposite page, but this 
leaves the hardest part of 
it all unanswered — which 
podcasts do you want? It’s 
very much a matter of 
personal preference, 
so head over to a 
directory site such as 
www.podcast.net or 
www.podcastalley.com 
and pick a few you like the 
sound of. It's also worth 
checking the web sites of 
any broadcast radio stations 
you already lend your ears to, 
in case they've jumped aboard 
the bandwagon. 4» 


Next month 
how to maki 


MEDIAWATCH Not in the mood for a 
laugh. Think you're not getting the whole 
story when you watch the news? 
Mediawatch has you covered. The 
unnoficial police of the media brings their 
utterly entertaining TV show to your 
portable device. www.abc.net.au. 


SOTHEBY'S AUCTION HOUSE Into art? 
Get into the famous Sotheby's auction 
house for a personal video tour of past 
and upcoming auctions. See some of the 
greatest names in art history, from 
Picasso to Lichtenstein and everything in 
between. www.sothebys.com. 


OW 


Podcasts to go 


Got a portable media device that works 
T h eo D O | eC [ effect with Windows Media Player? Then just 
D D add your podcast playlists to the sync 
Use Doppler to download podcasts and set the stan 
your player into your PC, new 


application to automatically send you regular feeds shows will be copied to 
it automatically 


of podcast applications available, but will download the latest updates for amass multiple instalments; clicking on 


1 INSTALL AN APP There are any number Dit sone Clicking on File -® Retrieve ares Each podcast will quickly 
give Doppler a try. Install it from each podcast. However, go to Tools > the name of a cast in the top-left pane 


dopplerradio.net, then go to Edit and Add Scheduling and you can tell Doppler when of Doppler will reveal all its individual shows 
Feed. Copy and paste the web site address and how often to check for and grab new in the top right. You can play each from here 
of podcasts that interest you. shows automatically. with the controls underneath. 


“Podcasts are little nuggets from 
either broadcast or online radio 
shows that can be downloaded” 
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ARCHIVE ACCESS Many : 

VA podcasts have archives d 
available; you can stream Han y tip 

ones you don't have by Finding the address to subscribe to 

choosing them from the list a podcast can be tricky. The URL of 


on the right. Alternatively, a its home page won't do it. You need De PLAY Finally, go to Tools - Options ~» Media Player and 


right-click of the podcast feed ths tend Suress often aucessed oy select Manual (advanced). Select Add to Windows Media 
: clicking on a ‘subscribe’ button; ; 
on the left offers an option to usually, the feed ends in ‘xml’ Player from the list underneath, and from then on each 


Download specific podcasts. podcast appears as a playlist in Windows Media Player. 
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DO MORE PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 


12 ways to make more 
of your digital photos 


It's true. The age of digital 
photography has resulted in 
photographic prints no longer 
being the cherished possessions 
they used to be. But they should 
be! In fact, today there are so many options 
available to transform that flat image on 
your PC screen, and Windows Vista can help 
you surround your environment with 
wonderful memories. Here are 12 ways to 
bring your sharp shooting skills to life. 


erosion” 


= Pic information 


John Inzer 


~ When you catalogue your 
- images in Windows Photo 
Gallery you can add tags, captions and 
ratings to your files. The information 
tags and ratings are known as 
metadata, and it is written to a file 
on your computer. 

It's a good idea to back up this file, 
because if it becomes corrupt, you will 
lose all the information. You can move 
the metadata to another computer by 
replacing the current .pd4 file with 
your back-up. 

Go to Start > Search - Advanced 
Search and check the box ‘Include non- 
indexed, hidden, and system files’. Enter 
‘pd4’ in the Name field and press 

_ Search. When you find the file, you can 
| just make a copy to a USB stick, and _ 
etadata will be safe. 
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1 Edit and improve 

Windows Vista ships with the brand 
new Windows Photo Gallery program, which 
gives you the ability to organise your photos 
like never before. Unlike the ancient 
Windows Picture and Fax Viewer, you now 
have the ability to make improvements to 
your pictures. You can adjust brightness, 
contrast and remove red eye with the click 
of a button. 


Merchandise 

With all your memories stored in 
Windows Vista, it’s a shame not to bring 
them to life in a physical form. Since the 
advent of digital photography, film 
developers have had to find other ways of 
making an income. Many of them will now 
take your snaps and print them on to mugs, 
mouse mats, coasters, Jigsaws, T-shirts or, 
more conservatively, picture books. You can 
then disguise these with wrapping paper and 
thrust them into the hands of unsuspecting 
relatives, in revenge for last year’s Christmas 
socks. Try the Kodak online store. You can get 
to it directly from Windows Photo Gallery. 


Posters 

Posters make great decorations for your 
home, but they can be very impersonal. 
There are many companies offering to 
transform your pics to posters, some even 
let you go for a massive 50 x 75 centimetres 
billboard-style number. Shop around 
though, because there are significant price 
differences between stores. 

You could even make your own 
motivational posters, like those used in 
trendy boardrooms, by designing it with 
Paint.net (www.getpaint.net) and getting it 
professionally printed. 

Another interesting poster effect can be 


With Windows Vista you can do more than just download your 
digital photos and store them on the hard drive. With a little 
creativity and imagination, we show you how you can use them to 
enhance your surroundings. By James Stables 


achieved using the Rasterbator, an online 
service that turns pictures into giant posters 
made up of tiny dots. To rasterbate your 
images go to homokaasu.org/rasterbator. 


J oreetings cards 


You can pay a lot of money 
for Christmas and birthday cards, and 
extortionate amounts for personalised ones. 
So why not use your digital photos to make 
tailor-made greetings cards on a budget? 
Microsoft Office Publisher 2007 enables you 
to create postcards using your own holiday 
snaps, or greetings cards with whatever 


Beach trees. 


SHARE ONLINE Flickr is an online ers app that 
makes it easy to share your images with the world 


photos you fancy. 


5 Share your photos 
Flickr is a fantastic community-driven 
picture site that offers a host of options. You 
can upload and share your pictures with 
friends, and store them online. The real 
beauty of Flickr is the fact that its 
community is filled with expert 
photographers showing off a 
host of pictures, and browsing 
the site can give you ideas for 
your own masterpieces. 

Windows Live Spaces also 


offers ways to share photos online. You can 
add pictures in galleries, which your friends 
can then browse. 


6 Giant Lego picture 

Lego used to offer a service called 
‘Brick-o-lizer’, which took your photos and 
created a figurine in Lego — a great novelty 
for adults and children alike. Unfortunately, 
Lego no longer offers the service but with 
help from Paint.NET, a powerful photo 
editing tool this is still possible. 

Take a photograph and load it into Paint. 
NET. You will need a good quality close-up 
image. Resize the image to 440x440 pixels 
(this will correspond with the largest board 
Lego offers). Turn the picture into black- 
and-white, and then pixelate the image in 
the effects menu using 10 point size. This 
will give you a template to work from. 
Change the contrast so the image requires 
only black, white and grey bricks, then order 
a ton of 1x1 size bricks. Print out the image 
as a guide, and you can build your favourite 


pictures in Lego fashion. © 


GET CREATIVE You 
can turn your snaps 
into jigsaws, mugs 
and more. 


Snap, display, print 
Make your pictures come alive 


Samsung NV3 Digital Camera 

The winner of our April issue's digital camera reader test will 
capture your memories with impressive clarity and definition. The 
7-megapixel resolution Samsung NV3 offers outstanding image 
quality, coupled with an attractive design and user interface. 
Price $467. Where www.camerafarm.com.au 


Philips 9in 9ff2m4 Digital Photo Frame 


The Philips photo frame enables you to load your 
pictures straight from Windows Photo Gallery. The frame 
puts your photographs on prominent display, rotating 
them in a slideshow format, for you to enjoy. 

Price $450. Where www.binglee.com.au 


Canon PIXMA iP4300 


This printer is perfectly suited to making your photos 
look great, straight from the camera. It’s easy to use and 
has a large screen interface, which enables you to print 
quickly and easily, and at a high quality. 

Price $132. Where www.shoppingsquare.com.au 


Canon 
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DO MORE PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 


7 Sell your pictures 


If you have photos on your computer 


Reader PEON that would look better on your wall, chances 
Windows Live Spaces are they'll also look good on someone else's 


wall. There are now web sites that allow you 


“lL used to just hold to sell your pictures, and even earn 
my digi pics on my commission on the sale of the frames and 
hard drive. Now glass - www.imagekind.com is one such site. 
I'm uploading my However, shots of Auntie Joan falling 
photos to my through a deck chair probably won't cut it. 
Windows Live Another good web site to try is Scoopt, a 
en — Space. The www.scoopt.com, which cashes in on the JUST FOR LAUGHS Comeeko.com enables you to load 
Ernie Hartley process is simple; new phenomenon of citizen journalism. If up funny photos and turn them into a comic strip 
Reader | access it through you snap a significant moment in history, F : 
the icon in such as a freak tornado or a celebrity 9 Comeeko comic strips 
Windows Live Messenger. Then | just shaving their head in a moment of madness, If you have a selection of amusing 
go into ‘Edit my Live Space’, create a Scoopt will try to sell it to the press and cut pictures of friends, family or workmates, you 
new album and upload the photos into you in on the deal. could try turning them into an entertaining 
that album. If you have not got a Live Past users have cashed in on their snaps comic strip. Log onto www.comeeko.com to 
Space | recommend it - it’s a great way of pollies strolling the aisles in their local arrange your photos and add 'toon-style 
to share your blogs, photos or ideas supermarket and even a policeman parking speech bubbles. 
with your friends, family or anyone. his car in a disabled space. Anything goes. 
I've also loaded Adobe Photoshop CS3 1 Put them on a DVD 
—itis a great piece of software for 8 Make a montage Been away on holiday and have a lot 
adding special effects. The only Remember making collages at school of pictures to show off? Accommodating 
downside is that Windows Vista will not for your scrapbook, a poster, an empty wall friends and family round the computer can 
let the Adobe Photoshop CS3 update or simply for your own demented be a bit of a squeeze, and printing out 
but hopefully that will soon change. obsession? This used to involve cutting up hundreds of pictures is going to cost you... 
Finally, the cropping tool in Windows your photos, often snipping off the odd ear So why not sit everyone down for a good 
Photo Gallery is a huge improvement in the process, and getting covered in glue, old slideshow? 
over the one in Windows XP. The but, happily, not any more, thanks to Paint. Windows Vista lets you burn your photos 
functionality that Windows Vista now NET. Check out our simple five-step tutorial to a DVD (up to around 3,000 images), and 
brings to digital photography, especially below showing you how to make a these can then be viewed on your living 
the importing and tagging, is great.” beautiful, glue stick-free montage of your room DVD player. Now people can share 
favourite snaps of family and friends. your experiences in comfort. (Loading the 


Make a photo montage in Paint.NET 


Layer up a masterpiece using only your computer and a little creativity 


= Ed 


GET STARTED Download Paint.NET FIRST FACE Using the Lasso tool, cut out NEW PAGE A spinning, broken outline 
1 from www.getpaint.com and open the Die first person you want to be in your Dives: around the selected area of 
program. Next load your first image collage. You may need to zoom in to your subject, and you can cut or copy 
into the program. get a good-quality cut. Remember, this the image. Then go to File =» New and load 
person will be in the background so you a blank page — the page for your collage — 
should use a decent size image. which you can size as you wish. 
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images onto DVD also takes the emphasis 
off storing them on your hard drive, 
which can eat lots of space.) 


If you use Windows Media 
Center in your living room, 
the ‘photographic 
presentation’ is even easier. 
The pictures option in Media 
Center offers a slideshow 
function and, by using a 
media extender, such as the 
Xbox 360, you can feed it 
directly to your TV. 

Alternatively, you can use 
Microsoft Photo Story 3, 
which can be downloaded 
from the Microsoft web site. 
This allows you to create 
slideshows with your own choice 
of music, and even dictate the 
way the show pans across your 
photos. All you need to do then is 
stock up on the popcorn. 


To give your computer desktop the 
personal touch, whether it is at home 
or at work, Windows Vista offers a 
handy Sidebar gadget to help. Simply 
click the Get more gadgets online 
button in the gadgets window, and 
download the Desktop Wallpaper one. 

In the options menu you can choose to 
change the desktop background at given 
intervals and nominate a folder to select 
the pictures from. 


Paste the image on to the Then simply choose your 
blank canvas, and position it. After you next image, lasso again, and paste 
deselect the option it will be locked onto the canvas. Build up your collage, 

down onto the page, and you won't be able positioning your images on top of one 
to reposition it after you choose your next another and, when you're done, save it, 
image, so put it in the right place. print it out and mount it on your wall. 
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DO MORE STAY IN TOUCH 


Keep in touch while 


youre abroad 


When you're packing for your 
winter warmer one item you 
won't need to remember is your 
laptop. Wherever your 
destination, there are few places 
these days that are far from an internet café. 
It doesn’t mean the computers there will be 
loaded with the same bells and whistles that 
you've got on your machine, but just a little 
advance preparation is necessary in order to 
cope without your own email, Windows Live 
Messenger or Skype. 

While an internet café might provide for 
all your communication needs, you're 
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supposed to be on the beach, right? This is 
where your mobile phone comes in very 
handy. A properly set-up text alert service, 
such as SMS Broadcast (www.smsbroadcast. 
com.au), will let you know that an important 
email has arrived. The expensive fly in that 
ointment is the cost of using a mobile 
abroad. You don’t want to get home and 
find a huge bill because Sharon from 
accounts decided to call you for a chat and 
you couldn't resist going into great detail 
about what a wonderful time you were 
having and how you wished she was here. 
Ideally, you should buy a foreign pay-as- 


So you're off for two weeks of sun, sea and separation from your PC. How 
do you stay in touch with your mates or, heaven forbid, your boss? With a 
little planning it can be done without costing an arm and a leg — and 
without the need to lug a laptop around with you. By Nick Clayton 


you-go SIM card for your unlocked phone 
so you don't have to pay to receive calls. 

It's worth it if your mobile bill for a specific 
country is more than $25 a year. Business 
travellers can buy global roaming cards. If 
you then redirect your calls, the person back 
home still picks up the bill. 

Otherwise, keep your phone switched off 
except when you want to collect messages. 
There are always cheap ways to contact 
home using internet phone and texting 
services, or even calling cards from the local 
shops. The important point is that you 
control the costs. «¥ 


CALLING HOME 
Avoid the nasty 
surprise of a hefty 
phone bill when you 
return from a trip 
abroad by buying a 
SIM card from the 
country you're in 


Leave your laptop at home 


Five ways to stay in touch on the cheap 


Live Messenger and other services. Sign up for a 
Meebo account (www.meebo.com) so you can 
use your favourite messaging services anywhere. 


1 GO MEEBO Some internet cafés turn off Windows 


up for Meebo, but still need to use Windows Live 
Messenger, try MSN Web Messenger 
(webmessenger.msn.com) directly from the internet. 


De A WEB MESSENGER If you don’t want to sign 


for sending and receiving texts by using |pipi (www. 
ipipi.com). You can register friends for an Australian text 
number to be delivered to your phone or email. 


Seen ARE CHEAP Avoid paying international rates 


Email Notification 


Buik Paging 
Jotegrated Paging Site 


Sign Up Now 


email, SMS Broadcast (www.smsbroadcast.com.au) 
will send you a text letting you know that a 
message has arrived matching the criteria you've set. 


Bereis DELIVERY If you're expecting an urgent 


provides the cheapest way of phoning home using 
Skype Out and, of course, it's free to other users. 
Recently it’s added a cheap texting service, too. 


‘| HAPPY TALK Skype (www.skype.com) often 


Plan ahead 


People travelling abroad used to queue to 
spend a fortune in pesetas, lira and drachmas 
to speak to the folks back home. It still can be 
expensive, but a little advance planning and 
preparation will leave you more money for the 
suntan lotion and the other things that really 
matter on holiday, to ensure you have a 
holiday to remember. 

All the services mentioned can save you 
money and hassle, so set them up and test 
them before you leave home to iron out any 
hitches and get everything working smoothly. 
This way, the only thing you need concentrate 
on once you arrive at your destination is 
topping up the suntan lotion. 


Five tips for 
the road 


How you can make 
communicating from 
abroad even more hassle- 
free 


Before you leave set up an 

account for Hotmail or 
another webmail service and 
redirect copies of your emails 
to it. Alternatively, use a holiday 
responder to tell people to 
send urgent emails to your 
Hotmail address. 


Take a headset with you. 

Even if internet cafés 
provide them to use with 
Messenger or Skype you don't 
necessarily want to share 
somebody else’s sweat or hair- 
care products. 


Import all your contacts 
using Hotmail so they can 
be accessed when you're away 
from your computer. 
Be warned, though: this does 
remove a key excuse for not 
sending postcards! 


Check your mobile isn't 

locked to your network, 
buy a foreign or global SIM 
card and get calls directed to it 
to save on roaming charges. 
You can always share the card 
with friends when they travel. 


Switch off your mobile to 

avoid paying for incoming 
calls. After all, you're on holiday 
and don't really want to be 
disturbed by friends or 
colleagues phoning for a chit- 
chat. If people have something 
important to tell you, they can 
leave a voicemail or text. 
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Protect yourself 
from identity thef 


Identity theft is fraud for the internet age. 
But you can limit the chance of such ‘hack 
attacks’ on your PC with the built-in security 
features in Windows Vista. By Karl Hodge 


Paul Chapman sifted through 
the usual mix of junk mail and 


=, bills at breakfast, opening a Windows 
i ‘} new letter from a mobile phone Vista helps to prevent 
™ company. It was a demand for your private data falling 


$400 for calls made from a new phone. A into the wang a 


phone he'd never ordered or used... Philip 
Cortocoro, got an email in his inbox 
welcoming him to a dating site he had 
never joined. When he checked his credit 
card bill he found he'd been charged $300 
for the privilege. 

Both these men were victims of the 
world’s fastest growing crime: identity theft. 
It's a billion dollar industry in Australia, and 
$140 billion worldwide. In the US an ID is 
stolen once every four seconds. Many don't 
even realise they've been targeted until 
weeks or months down the line — when the 
evidence turns up in their card and bank 
statements. It can be too late then. 

“Identity thieves only need basic 
information to steal an ID succesfully,” 
says Anton Van Deth, Consumer 
Spokesperson for Symantec (www. 
symantec.com.au). “It’s easy to find the 
right information. Password clues can 
be found on people’s My Space page 
just in the details they put up about 
themselves. Security questions are 
often far too basic as well. Mother's (| ‘ [ _! 
maiden name, pets name, place of wee 
birth, for example, are all questions 
that can be easily answered by ID 
thieves with a bit of research.” 


How to steal a life 

There are many methods thieves use to 
gather initial information. Neil Munroe, 
Chair of the Identity Fraud Consumer 
Awareness Group, points to an increase 
in attacks on big companies — like the 
recent revelation that hackers stole the 
details of close to 46 million payment 
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Tie Home 


Quick Scan 
Full Scan 


Custom Scan... 


Your computer is running normally. 


Scan = P History ©: Tools C2 


»< Windows: 
~” . Defender 


nmin 


SPYWARE SLIPS Windows Defender scans for dangerous software on your PC in real time, stopping 
attacks in their tracks and searching your system for any spyware that slips through the net 


cards from U.S. company TJX. “Data 


breaches are quite common now,” says Neil. 


“Employees may be bribed, planted or 
corrupted to steal data.” 

On a smaller scale, there are other ‘real 
world’ methods. ‘Dumpster diving’ - 
scavenging through bins for discarded bills 
and documents containing personal data — 
is as old as fraud itself. Old-fashioned 
stealing plays a part, too — with a nicked 
wallet or laptop providing all the data 
a dedicated crook needs. These days, the 
internet makes identity theft an even more 
attractive crime. “Once you have the right 


Microsoft 


Fo ina Virus check 
“~~ Chris Boyd 


“Malware and identity theft 

go hand in hand,” says Chris 

Boyd, Director of Malware 
Research at FaceTime Security Labs. 
“Social Networking sites are a hot 
target for malware creators. The wealth 
of personal information on offer 
combined with generous levels of user- 
customisation presents all sorts of 
issues. There are now service specific 
worms that can spread through your 
contacts list.” Chris speaks from 
experience; he discovered the ‘Orkut 
Worm’ last year, a type of virus that 
harvested bank details from user 
profiles at www.orkut.com by conning 
users into logging in via infected links. 

_ www.facetime.com 


BO fe sommes 


on Ei tr Siete 


‘a 9 vim tomes tine 0 


KEEP SAFE Although it's a US website www.ikeepsafe. 


org provides great tips for keeping your kids safe online. 


A nicked wallet or 
laptop can provide all 
the data a dedicated 
crook needs 


information, the internet makes it easier 
to use it remotely,” says Maury Shenk, a 
partner in the Steptoe & Johnson law firm. 

“The anonymity of the internet means 
that a criminal can trick users out of their 
personal details without knowledge of who 
they are really dealing with,” says Detective 
Superintendent Russell Day. A prime 
example of this is ‘phishing’; the practice of 
persuading users to enter personal data 
into fake web sites, using spam email to lure 
in unsuspecting victims. 

Geoff Sweeney, Chief Technology Officer 
of security software developers Tier-3 
(www.tier-3.com) points out a more hi-tech 
threat. “Thieves use a variety of methods,” 
says Geoff, “including highly sophisticated 
internet-based distributed ‘malware’ 


Identity theft 
in numbers 


On average, it takes 467 days 
to discover that you are a victim 
of identity fraud 


(source: www.experian.com) 


ome e ee meee ee serseseeeseoee sorceress eseeeeesssseseesesees 


The US has the highest 
proportion of criminal 
activity on the Internet 
globally at 31 percent of 
worldwide attack activity 


(source: Symantec) 

Home users, or the everyday Internet 
user account for 93 percent of all 
targeted internet attacks 


(source: Symantec) 


eee ee eee ce eee reeserene cer ensee ree sseseeseseseseeeseessese 


In 2005, stolen identities 
were used to obtain 3,500 
driving licenses, 1,600 fake 
passports and 2,500 bogus 
marriage certificates 


(source: www.garlik.com) 


meee reer cere creer ereroeseeeseeeessereneseeeresenesseees 


25 percent of identity theft victims 
know the thief 


(source: Which) 


Poem e cece cece reer ee eee ese ee eee see eee see ses eeesesesseesees 


Data shows that hackers 
work typical “nine to five” 
work weeks and conduct 
most of their attacks during 
those times 


(source: Symantec) 
Nine million US citizens are affected 
by identity theft each year 


(source: Larry Bridwell, www.grisoft.com) 


Poem cere cree eee sasreree reassess res eeesesseneesesseoeeeseee 


Symantec blocked over 1.5 
billion phishing messages, 
an increase of 19 percent 
over the first half of 2006 


(source: www.garlik.com) 


Boece cee re eee see reer sere eeeserereeeesesescesessreneeseeees 


A new piece of ‘malware’ is created 
every three minutes 


(source: Timonthy Eades, www.sanasecurity.com) 
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program attacks.” Geoff offers the example 
of the Gozi Trojan, a malware application 
that stole data from Secure Socket Layer 
transactions — like credit card form 
submissions. Discovered in January 2007, 
the application was sent to victims using a 
spam email that featured a link to a fake 
Internet Explorer 7 beta download. Ironic, 
considering the enhanced security features 
the genuine IE7 offers to users. 

Although identity theft is scary for the 
victim, the financial loss may not be the 
biggest problem. In the majority of cases, 
banks and credit card companies will cover 
your losses. The real hassle is cleaning up 
the mess afterwards. “It’s not like someone 
stealing your TV,” says Neil Munroe, chair 
of the Identity Fraud Consumer Awareness 
Group. “When your identity is stolen, you've 
no idea when they'll stop using it.” 


Who's who 


Garlik (www.garlik.com), 
operators of DataPatrol — 
a monitoring service that 
warns about data breaches 
and potential ID fraud. 


, External 
Affairs Director at 
Equifax (www.equifax. 
com), chairs the Identity 
Fraud Consumer 
Awareness Group. 


isa 
partner in the London 


office of UK and US law 
firm Steptoe & Johnson, 
heading their European 
technology group. 


, CO- 
founder at Tier-3, 
creators of Huntsman, 
a threat management 
system for government 
and corporate 
environments. 


Password access only 
By switching to Windows Vista, you've 
already taken a very big step towards 
protecting yourself from identity fraud; 
many of its security features are embedded 
and enabled by default. 

Dynamic Security Protection is the name 
: ie? given to a variety of features that protect 
you from malicious software like worms, 
viruses and sites that phish for data. These 
range from pop-up blocking and opt-in 
ActiveX controls to Internet Explorer 7's 
built in Phishing Filter. This connects your 


Protect your personal data 


Three steps to enhance the security of your computer 


Consumer 
Spokesperson for 
Symantec Australia, 

_ leaders in security 

| software for your PC. 


Delete Browsing History 


Temporary Internet Files 


Copies of webpages, images, and media that | 
are saved for faster viewing. 


Pop-up Blocker 


Phishing Filter > | 
| 
| 
H 


Check This Website 

Tum Off Automatic Website Checking... 
Report This Website 
Phishing Filter Settings 


Manage Add-ons » 


Files stored on your computer by websites to 
save preferences such as login information. 


Work Offfine 

Windows Update 

Full Screen fn 
Menu Bar 


Toolbars 


Join In 


| 


History 
List of websites you have visited. 


Internet Options 


9 


Delete forms... | 


S 


Nota member? Register now to 
share your opinions, tutonals and 
advice with the Windows Vista 
community 


cawords — 
Passwords that are automatically filled in when |. Delete passwords. | 
you log on to a website you've previously 

visited 


Top blog posts post+ 
Make your Windows Vista 
desktop wallpaper look better 


GONE PHISHING Internet Explorer 7 

can automatically detect sites that 

phish for personal details. Go to Tools 
“> Phishing Filter - Turn On Automatic 
Website Checking. The filter combines local 
checks with a database comparison. 


DELETE YOUR HISTORY Go to Tools 

internet Options and click Delete in 

the Browser History section to remove 
your history, stored passwords, cookies and 
form data to prevent opportunist thieves 
from snatching log-in details. 
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browser to a database of known phishing 
sites and can detect fraudulent activity on 
sites that aren't yet listed. Be aware that the 
Phishing Filter is turned off by default — 
you'll need to enable it. 

Internet Explorer 7 users on Windows 
Vista have an extra layer of security, with 
its always-on Protected Mode, designed to 
provide fortification against ‘elevation of 
privilege’ attacks, where malware programs 
attempt to change data on your machine 
without your consent. 

Your browser works hand in hand with 
another Windows Vista innovation, 
Windows Defender. This addition to your 
core tools is accessible from the Start menu. 
By default, it's scheduled to perform a scan 
of your system for malware at 2am every 
morning — but you can perform a manual 


© Smail and Medium Business 


VIRUS BLOCK Grisoft (www.avg.com) recently 
announced the launch of AVG Internet Security 7.5 


‘ental Controls » User Controls » Web Restrictions +) 


Which parts of the Internet can May visit? 
@ Block some websites or content 


Allow all websites and content 


Allow and block specific websites 
Edit the Allow and block list 


=] Only allow websites which are on the allow list 


Block web content automatically 


Choose a web restriction level: 
& High © Medium ws None 


) Custom 


vel: block all web content except websites approved for children. 
sites, add the website to the Allow and block list 


‘= Tile downloads 


Review website to give feedback on website categorization 
acy statement. 


SET PARENTAL CONTROLS Your kids 

could inadvertently give away personal 

details online or allow a suspect site to 
install malware. Go to the Control Panel and 
click Set up Parental Controls in User 
Accounts and Family Safety to restrict them. 


Security essentials 


Using 


ows Security Center 


i _ Change the way Security 
iS =—s_—s Center alerts me 


Virus protection 


Show me my 3 


fel Windows Defender is act! 


How does anti-n 


To help protect your computer, make sure the four security essentials below are marked On or 


Windows did not find antivirus software on this computer. 


allable options. 


Spyware and other malware protection 


Notfound @ 
. [Find program | 
On @ 
ively protecting your computer. 
software help protect my computer? 
OKs yy 


Check settings @ (4) 


The Windows Vista Security Center brings together firewall, malware protection and updates 


scan by simply selecting Scan whenever you 
like, or change the scheduled time in Tools 
> Options. Windows Defender also works 
in the background as you work, alerting 
you to new threats as they happen. 

If thieves swipe your laptop or gain 
physical access to your machine, malware 
protection won't help. Password protecting 
your account will, though. Go to User 
Accounts in the Control Panel and make 
sure you've specified a password for your 


1 Visit Scam Watch (www.scamwatch. 
gov.au) for advice on defending your details 


default account. Users of Windows Vista 
Enterprise and Ultimate editions have the 
extra protection of BitLocker, a technology 
that encrypts a data partition on your hard 
drive using a key stored on a USB Flash 
drive or a Trusted Platform Module (TPM) 
installed in your machine. No one can 
access a BitLocker encrytpted drive without 
the correct authentication, not even the 
men in blue. 

Microsoft is also working on ways 
to make online transactions safer, with 
Windows CardSpace — a system that stores 
encrypted personal data in a virtual ‘ID 
card’. Integrated into Windows Vista, your 
CardSpace cards are unique to you and 
are issued in a similar way to the security 
certificates that SSL web sites issue. It is also 
possible to create your own cards. The main 
bonus is that CardSpace eliminates the 
need for passwords, which greatly reduces 
the chances of identity theft through 
phishing. The technology is promising, but 
at an early stage, requiring more support 
from vendors to truly take off. 

Identity theft is a serious threat to 
everyone. But with Windows Vista security 
features, the tips we've just given you, and a 
little common sense, you can do as much as 
possible to protect yourself from becoming 
another statistic. 


10 ways to protect 
yourself from ID theft 


Charles Rudagard from Garlik and 
Anton Van Deth from Symantec 
give us their top tips. 


Only do your online banking and 

shopping from your home computer. 
Avoid using your friend's computer and 
public computers. You never know what 
nasties are on them. 


Don't use the same password for 

everything. Try to use combinations 
of letters and numbers that do not form 
words or guessable dates. 


Banks or online sites often use your 

mother’s maiden name as a security 
question, but that’s easy information for 
fraudsters to find out. Give a fake 
maiden name instead. 


If you believe that your password, 


PIN number or security questions 
vave been compromised, cal 
bank immediately. — 
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Watch TV like you 
never have before 


Windows Vista can already do a lot 
-, more than any previous version of 

E the operating system, but in 

F) Australia we've been denied one of 

NEW its best features: the Guide. This 
Electronic Program Guide (EPG) — is visible in 
Media Center but, because of a network 
squabble, it doesn’t actually work. 

Luckily, we have Ice TV. This is a third party 
application, but it integrates so smoothly with 
Windows Media Center it feels like a natural 
part of the operating system. Ice TV does 
pretty much what the Guide does in other 
countries — albeit for a subscription fee rather 
than free. 

The difference between an EPG and a 
regular TV schedule that you would read on 
the web is the extra layer of interactivity. With 


With just your Windows Vista PC and a TV tuner you 
can record TV in a few simple clicks. It's thanks to Ice 
TV which you will find on this month's DVD with a free 
three-month subscription! By Damian Francis 


Ice TV you can not only see what's on 
television, you can command your computer 
to record it simply by clicking on the name of 
the show — great news for anyone who has 
bad memories of their VCR timer. 


Record away 

If you have Windows Vista Home Premium or 
Ultimate and an internal TV tuner (see 
opposite), you've got everything you need to 
get started with Ice TV. The software is on 

this month’s cover DVD, and Windows Vista 
Magazine readers get a complimentary three- 


month subscription. See the disc for full details. 


Once installed and configured, the Ice TV 
Guide appears in Windows Media Center as if 
it has always been there. You can browse 
through the next 14-days worth of free-to-air 


programs and choose what you want to record 
from the synopses. Saving a show can be done 
in one click, a little red dot appearing by its 
side to show you've been successful. For your 
favourite programs, you can even ask the 
Guide to record an entire series, so you don't 
need to set it to record every week. No typing 
or timer setting is required. 

There is no limit to the amount of recordings 
you can set, and because you're saving shows 
to your hard drive, rather than a tape or DVD, 
you can watch an old recording while your 
making a new one. In fact, with the right 
hardware, you can even record two programs 
at the same time. All you need is a TV tuner 
card in your PC that will allow you to tune in 
two channels simultaneously. 

The Ice TV Guide automatically renames 


Set up Ice TV to appear in Windows Media 


Record TV directly through Windows Media Center in a matter of minutes with our six-step 


Recorder 


(@tide™ 
Set Up TV Signal 


Scan for More Services 
Configure Your TV or Monitor 
Audio 

Subtitle 


and registered Ice TV, open Windows 

Media Centre. Select Settings > TV ~> 
Guide to begin configuring Ice TV in 
Windows Media Centre. 


1 GET STARTED Once you've installed 
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(@) Yes, use this region to configure TV services 
No, | want to select a different region 


Guide Listings. Breeze through the 

Privacy Policy and Terms of Service and 
click to agree with them. You can now enter 
your location using your postcode and 
download the program guide data. 


Dace YOUR REGION Click on Set Up 


TV Signal 


Scan for Services 


Scanning button and Ice TV will look for 

TV signals. All the channels found will 
be listed by name. You can edit the channels 
you wish to use by ticking or unticking the 
box next to the channel name. 


33m SCANNING Click the Start 


The Simpsons 


1 Ten 


20/12, 7:00 PM - 7:30 PM 


Record Settings 


Do Not Record 


“Round Springfield” - Repeat. Bart has 
appendicitis... or is this another ploy to avoid a 


history test? Lisa's mentor and hero, Bleeding 


Keep Until 


Series Info 


Gums Murphy dies in this episode, leaving Lisa 
to jam on alone. Rest in peace, Bleeding Gums. 


Julie Kavner, Hank Azaria, Nancy Cartwright 


Other Showings 


Original air date: 1/01/1900, General/Cartoon, 


General/Comedy, G, CC, 30 minutes 


This program will record 


your recordings, too. Instead of a numeric 
filename or channel details, you get the name 
of the program and the date it was recorded, 
making it much easier to find what you want 
to watch in your Media Center library. 


Ice TV comes with some other neat features 
that will make you wonder how you ever lived 
without it. Record buffering allows you to 
automatically add between four and 60 


guide to getting you up and running. 


CHANGE GUIDE LISTINGS 


Select the TV Program Guide listings that should 
appear in the Guide for this channel. 


1 Ten 


Cancel 


Rename this channel 


Show no listings for this channel 


FABC 
ABC2 Digital 
Nine 
Nine HD 
SBS 


AM You now have 
# § to match the channels to their entries in 

H the Ice TV Guide. Select Settings > TV 
“> Guide - Add Listings to Channel. Click 
each channel in turn and simply match each 
to the appropriate Guide listing. 


Ice TV provides 


information as 


minutes to the start or end of your recording — 
particularly useful if network schedulers keep 
messing with the broadcast times of your 
favourite show and you're worried about 
missing the last 10 minutes. 

Perhaps the fanciest feature is Remote 
Record, which will let you set your PC to record 
a show no matter where you are in the world. 
All you need is a web browser or 3G mobile 
phone. Stay tuned for a fulll tutorial on 
that next month. 


World News Australia 


The Ice TV Guide 
should now appear in Windows Media 
Center. It will update itself every 24 

hours, providing you're online. To see the 
Guide head to TV + Movies from the main 
menu and then pick Guide. 


detailed program 


well as the guide. 


Pick a TV tuner 
that’s compatible 
with Ice TV 


By now most of you will be well aware that many 
hardware and software manufacturers are still 
working on Windows Vista drivers. The same goes 
for TV tuners, not all of which are compatible with 
Windows Vista or the Ice TV Guide. 

Most manufacturers have finished making their 
simpler TV tuner devices compatible with Vista so if 
you're after a basic model you'll be in luck. Keep an 
eye out for the Works with Vista and Certified for 
Vista logos to ensure compatibility. 

Internal TV tuners are the safest bet, as any 
internal TV tuner that works with Windows Vista 
will work with Ice TV. Hauppage has released 
Windows Vista drivers for most of their internal TV 
tuners, which you can purchase from major 
electrical retailers like Harris Technology (www. 
ht.com.au). The Hauppauge WinTV PCI, for 
example, costs $199 and will get you up and 
running with Ice TV in no time. 

Things get more complicated for people using 
Vista on a laptop. USB TV tuners compatible with 
Windows Vista are only slowly leaking on to the 
market and none are officially supported by Ice TV 
yet. If you have one already, there's no harm in 
trying it out, but if you're shopping for a new TV 
tuner, we recommend you look for a Vista- 
compatible internal card instead. 


Be sure to geta 
TV tuner that is 
compatible with 
Windows Vista 
and Ice TV 


« date recorded > 


D 
3 
= 


The Simpsons 


; All that’s left to do 
now is try it out. Go into the Guide 
menu, choose a program you want to 

record and select it. Use a Media Center 
extender like the Xbox 360 if you want to 
watch the shows on your living room TV. 
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“have to download this one. - 
~= It can be found in the games folder of 

~ Windows Vista. The aim is to get the coloured 
_ balls in the corresponding coloured holes by 
using your pen to draw lines on the court. It 
seems easy at first but wait until you get to the 
Extra Hard level and seven colour changing 
balls greet you! 


Puzzle Game 

Jigsaw puzzles more your style? Try out 
Puzzle Game. Use your pen to move and spin 
_the puzzle pieces until you can recreate the 
image in the top right corner of the screen. 
_There are five images and five difficulty levels 


You can even use your own images and Puzzle 
Game will turn them into the jigsaw puzzle. 


to keep even diehard jigsaw puzzle fans happy. 


Powertool 
Paint 


Microsoft Paint for 
‘unleashing your artistic 
= ability in Windows 
Vista. Download 
~*~ Powertool Paint instead. 
Specifically designed 
for use with a pen 
‘tablet you can sketch, 
paintand draw with a 
range of different 
settings and options. You 
can.even use optional layers to 
“ _* make creating your masterpiece 
- even easier. 


My Font Tool 


Think you can create the ultimate set of 


Ass 


fonts? Give it a go with My Font Tool. With 
your pen tablet you insert your handwriting 
next to the corresponding character and My 
Font Tool will do-the rest. You.can even include 
a shortcut to your signature. Now you can type 
in your own handwriting. 


Bhabet ¢ Composition 


If you're feeling a bit musical get into Tablet PC 
Composition Tool. Especially handy for those 
with a musical flair, you write your notes on the 
sheet just as you would with a pen and paper. 
Tablet PC Composition Too! will detect the 
notes you are writing and neaten them up for 
you. You can then save them or print them out. 
You can also hear everything you've written 
with the playback mode. 


Letteris 

Microsoft's pen tablet spin on the classic 
block-building game Tetris comes in the form 
of a word puzzle. Letters drop from the top of ys 
the screen and come to rest at the bottom. 
Your job is to find words with the letters that 
have come to rest and write them down in the 
spaces provided. Letteris will then eliminate the 
letters giving you a score for every word. 


Maze 

The simple games are always the best, and 
Maze is a testament to that. Get from the green 
square to the red square as quickly as you can 
without hitting the walls. Being quick and 
accurate is difficult, hit a wall and you'll have to 
start at the beginning again. All of your runs are 
timed, so the pressure is on. 


8 Get more games 

These are just a small taste of the variety of 
games and tools you can download for your 
Windows Vista pen tablet. You can get all these 
from www.microsoft.com.au by typing in 
‘powertoys’ in the search box and then clicking 
on the Microsoft PowerToys for Windows XP 
link. Don't be fooled by the mention of XP, they 
all work perfectly on Windows Vista. 


a 


for Microsoft 
Windows Vista 


From Windows Aero to 
User Accounts — all you 
need to know to get 
more from Vista! 


WITH FREE CD! 


e Installation * Customisation * Security ° File management 
e Digital entertainment * Media Center ¢ Networking * Sharing 
e Windows Vista applications ° System maintenance 
e Tweaking ° Troubleshooting 


ON SALE 29 JUNE 2007 


The mission of 

our shopping 

guide is to help 
you find products that 
are suitable for your 
individual needs and 
that work well with 
Windows Vista. Our 
reviewers’ verdicts will 
never be swayed by 
advertising revenue or 
by ‘freebies’ — only by 
each product's quality 
and value for money. 


THIS ISSUE 
SIX QUICK FIXES 


Good value solutions 


MULTIPLAYER beiuleg ds 


The best in online gaming... 


HD DISPLAY 
Samsung's 46inch LCD TV 
goes up against Optoma’s 


o ee projector - 
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Solutions that won't 
break the bank — 


“I need the tiniest sonable 


_ storage device you can get” 


This USB 2.0 flash drive i is probably the smallest way of 
_ transferring data from one computer to another and this 


latest version is available with a generous 4GB of storage 


pot space. The Sony Micro Vault comes in four bright colours 


and each has its own colour-coded soft carry case: 


‘Sony Micro Vault 4GB- ae as ges 


Web www,sony.com.au i 
Price $109.95. 


my lear h hot” 
Laptops generate a heck of a lot 
of heat, and if you've ever had 
one perched on your legs for 
more than five minutes, you' ‘Ht 
have experienced-the-- 


Belkin's CushTop solves this _ 
~~ problem by raising the laptop 
~~ off your thighs. It comes in some 
~ funky colours; too; so-you-can-— 
_. Spruce up your home's. decor at. 
the same time. | 


| 4 Belkin. CushTop __ Zz | 


uncomfortable thermal sensation, mi 


“I'm tired of using my keyboard 
and mouse for games” 


This durable controller, available ina range_of colours, 
is your quick fix way to ditch the old keyboard and 
mouse for games. It has 10 buttons and an eight-way 
D-pad. Simply plug it in and go. And no, the price is 
not a mistake. 


“| want to print anywhere at home” FE Sie ed ee ce Oc a La 
; alte : Web www.minidigital.com.au 
And you can with the Belkin Wireless G All-In-One Print Price $12.16 


Server, which simply connects to your printer and modem 
of choice and allows you to print stuff from anywhere 
nearby with your desktop or laptop PC. 


Belkin Wireless G All-in-One Print Server 
Web www.bidbox.com.au 


Price $130.59 “| hate complicated MP3 players” 


Samsung's latest offering in the MP3 market does away with 
the need to carry a cable around to transfer music from 
computer to player. Instead it has a USB connection built-in, 
so you can just plug it straight into your computer. Its got an 
FM radio, 13 hour battery life, anda great looking display. 


Samsung YP-U2X 
Web www.zylax.com.au 
Price $108 


“My room is too small for big speakers” 


So use this tiny device, which turns any. hard surface into. a speaker. 
It might sound unbelievable, but it works, and the Nimzy Vibro Max 
can generate up to 20 watts of sound wherever you want it. It can 
be connected to a computer or MP3 player and comes with a 
remote control. 


Nimzy Vibro MAX 
Web www.scorptec.com.au 
Price $199 
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multiplayer mayhem 


By Quintin Smith 


ntil recently online games 

have had a curiously 

contradictory history. On 
paper they were all about letting 
everybody play together, with 
thousands of people inhabiting 
and exploring the same virtual 
world, but the reality was a little 
more closed off. In order to 
maintain the powerful servers 
required and to pay a team to 


run them, Massive Multiplayer 
Online Games (MMOs) began 
demanding monthly subscription 


ees from players. That led to the 
games being designed around 
keeping you playing for as long as 
possible, turning them into time 
raps where the longer you played 
he more powerful you became. 


oublishers have started realising 
that there are a lot of people who 
ike the idea of a more social 
gaming experience but just don’t 
have the time or inclination to 
play for hours each day. So MMOs 


have begun to diversify, and now 


While this is still often the case, 


provide a broad range of 
experiences as massive as the 
games themselves. 

So there’s an MMO out there for 
everyone, and we've played eight 
of the most exciting and popular 
games that may well suit your 
kind of play. We're going to talk 
you through what the games are 


about, what interaction with other 


players is like and how much time 
youll want to invest to get the 
most out of them. We'll also tell 
you if having powerful hardware 
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or a fast internet connection 
would be particularly useful, and 
what costs are required (if any) to 
play the game. 

A word of warning, though — 
while lots of these games might be 
best suited to casual players, 
they’re almost all designed to be 
rather moreish and never have 
anything resembling an ending. 
It’s best to start playing while 
prepared to tear yourself away, 
or make sure you have the local 
takeaway pamphlets to hand. 


© 


BUY STUFF THE BIG TEST 


Publisher Blizzard Entertainment 
Price $29.95 

Subscription US$14.95 per month 
Web www.worldofwarcraft.com 


familiar fantasy races (humans, 
elves, dwarves and the like) or the 


savage ‘Horde’, a more unstable 


team of orcs, trolls and undead. 


always know exactly what you 
want to do next. 

Thanks to World of Warcraft 
being so easy-going it’s full of 


You should | 
also consider... 


CITY OF HEROES/ 
CITY OF VILLAINS 


Similarly chilled out yet action 
packed, City of Heroes and City 
of Villains offer you the chance 
to whip up any number of 
superhero or supervillain alter 
egos, respectively, and then put 
them to work saving or dooming 
the world. To begin with you'll 
be involved in petty crimes but 
after a bit of work you'll find 
your character a force to be 
reckoned with, capable of 
literally leaping tall buildings in 
a single bound if you so choose. 
Publisher NCSoft 

Price US$29.95 


Subscription US$15 per month 


Once you've assumed your 
character, youre immediately 


relatively friendly types who you'll 


here’s simply no questioning find are often more than willing to 


that World of Warcraft is at dropped into a fairly safe section help you out, form an adventuring 


the top of the MMO pile. It 
was developed on a budget of over 
$80 million and currently has 
over eight million subscribers 
from the USA to China. Since its 
launch two years ago it’s grown 
steadily both in popularity and 
size, and its first commercial 
expansion, The Burning Crusade, 
ended up as the fastest-selling PC 
game of all time when it was 
released in January. 

What makes World of Warcraft 
so successful is its friendly 
accessibility. You start by 
choosing the kind of brave hero 
you want to play from a number of 
races and professions, and this 
determines whether you become 
part of the ‘Alliance’, a coalition of 


of the world and given a few easy 
quests to start you off on the path 


- group or just chat. There are 


exceptions, however. We'd 


“The game never goes as far as 

to hold your hand, but it's always 
guiding you in subtle ways... you 
know what you want to do next” 


to being a mighty warrior. What’s 
key is that the game never goes as 
far as to hold your hand, but it’s 
always guiding you in 
tremendously subtle ways. Despite 
the size of some of the landscapes 
you never feel lost, and despite the 
many and varied things you could 
be getting on with you somehow 
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recommend playing on a non 
player-versus-player server to 
begin with to avoid being killed 
by people who have been playing 
for far longer than you, although 
if you're willing to put up with it 
until you become strong yourself 
the process can be somewhat 
therapeutic to inflict. 


Our verdict 

Buy it if... You want to 
play for an hour or two 
sometimes and feel a 
sense of achievement. 
Don't buy it if... You're 
not big on swords, sorcery, 
or goblins with New York 
City accents. 


The bottom line 
A simple masterpiece 
that does everything 
it chooses to do with 
the utmost grace. 


KKK KK 


You should — 
also consider... 


GUILD WARS 


Guild Wars gives you epic, 
online, fantasy adventures but 
forgoes subscriptions in place of 
stand-alone chapters. You can 
complete each at your own pace 
and pick up the next instalment 
of the saga if you feel so 

» — inclined. The focus of the series 

® ison teamwork and combat, 

» and characters are created by 

: picking any combination of two 
sets of skills, so you feel unique 
as you fight unimaginable 
horrors alongside other fighters 


you meet. 

Publisher Sony Online 
Entertainment 

Price $81.85 


Subscription None 
S 


Affordable; Subsc iption-free access 


= 


es | 
- without spending a cent. 


Price Fre 


Subscription Optional, = 


US$10 per month 


Web secondlifecom 


erhaps the most interesting 
Pp: in our roundup, 

Second Life is an enormous 
virtual world that’s not just 
populated but sculpted by the 
inhabitants. A quickly mastered 
yet powerful set of tools lets 
anybody who has the inclination 
add islands, buildings, clothes, 
vehicles, toys, props, animations, 
books, etc. And thanks to the 
game quickly amassing a big 
community the world of Second 
Life’s flourished to the point 
where it’s entertaining to just 
explore and see what people have 
dreamt up. Best of all, exploring 
like this is totally free. You could 
download the client, register, and 
be taking a detour ona 
hoverboard through someone's 


hand-built castle within an hour, 


The subscription fee comes into 


_ things if you want to own land, 
_ display anything you've made 

~ somewhere or if you want to 

- receive a monthly stipend of 


‘Linden Dollars’, Second Life’s 
virtual currency. A number of 


| evenings in a variety of impossibly 
_ fantastic nightclubs, chatting to 
. strangers. It’s up to you. 


While Second Life will happily 


_ run on almost any PC, the faster 

- your internet connection the 

_ better. Due to the user-created 

- nature of the game everything gets 
~ streamed as you play, with people 


“Exploring is free; the subscription 
fee comes into things if you want 


- entrepreneurs have made money 


in the real world from setting up 


_ businesses or performing services 
' in Second Life then converting 

_ their Linden Dollars to US dollars. 
_ Maybe you could do the same, or 

- you could customise your avatar 

- into something unique and 

» beautiful and spend countless 


_to own land or receive a monthly 
stipend of ‘Linden Dollars” 


and places popping into existence 
as they get downloaded. If you've 

- got a slow connection it’s possible 
- to just wait a few seconds 


whenever the world starts lagging 
behind, but that can get tiresome. 

It’s a lot more immersive to be able 
to fly around and have things pop 

up on cue when you get close. 
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Our verdict 

Buy it if... You like the idea 
of a bizarre realm that never 
fails to surprise and amuse. 
Don't buy it if... You want 
something with clear goals 
for you to aim for, and a 
sense of progression. 


The bottom line 
Fascinating and 
huge, Second Life 
showcases the extent 
of human creativity. 


KKKK 


>) 


BUY STUFF THE B/G TEST 


Publisher OGPlanet 


Preetiee 
SubscriptionNone 
Web www.albatross18.com 


irst released in Korea and then 
= under the cute name of 

‘Pangya’, this incredibly 
polished online golfing game has 
finally reached an English market. 
Its roots are fairly clear thanks to 
its highly stylised art that makes 
the game resemble Eastern 
animation, and this look is a big 
draw for many. We think you'll be 
more taken by the game proper, 
though, which is completely and 
utterly absorbing. 

Albatross18’s golf is the 
textbook definition of ‘easy to 
learn but hard to master’. In five 
minutes youll be playing holes 
competently against other players, 
in five weeks youll be infinitely 
better and winning the odd 
tournament, and in five years 
youll still be trying to ratchet 


down the areas of your game that 


_ need work. Everything from 
_ making shots fly true to judging 


wind to mastering aftertouch to 
putting is nice and simple but 
getting it right takes zen-like 
ability that takes a lot of practice. 
And once again, this is all free. 


» Money only enters the equation if 
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| improve your game and make you 
_ hit further, more accurately and so 
on. You realise that a straw hat 


would go so well with your new 


' sandals, and it’s hard to be strong 
- in the face of this burning desire 
- when you'd be spending less than 
a pound. 


Sneaky business model aside, 


“Everything from making shots fly 
true to judging wind to putting is 
nice and simple but getting it right 
takes zen-like ability” 


_ you want to purchase things like 
new characters, clothes, sets of 

_ clubs, caddies or special balls from 
_ the in-game shop without 

- spending an eon earning enough 
‘pang’ from playing golf. Once you 
' get into Albatross18 these items 

: become maddeningly desirable, 

- and not always because they 


this is a game that just about 


» anybody can download and enjoy. 

: We recommend getting those close 
' to you interested and starting up a 
. friendly rivalry. Great fun aside, 

- itll make buying presents easier — 
_ just pop into the online shop and 

_ pick up those gloves with the 

- special grip. 


You should — 
also consider... 


TOONTOWN 
ONLINE 


Disney's carefully planned foray 
into MMOs is aimed squarely 

at kids, and it’s as fine and 
inoffensive a game as you could 
hope for. Players control a 
personalised cartoon avatar, 
decorate their house and battle 
dismal invading robots known as 
cogs that want to turn Toontown 
into a colourless (but profitable!) 
Metropolis. If you want to play 
online with your children but 
they don’t have the patience for 
Albatross18, this is the solution. 
Publisher Disney 

Price Free 

Subscription US$9.95 per month 


ooo oO BH Ow wy 


Our verdict 

Buy it if... You want 
something you can play on a 
laptop, or in your lunch break. 
Don't buy it if... You want 
to really get your teeth into 
something, or play for hours 
at a time. 


The bottom line 
A charming, laidback 
game of golf; so 
good you don't even 
have to like the sport. 


KKK 


Publisher CCP 
Price US$19.95 


s far as the people who play 

it seriously are concerned 

(and it doesn’t really have 
any other kind of player), Eve is 
the be all and end all of MMOs. 

Players are space-faring 
privateers set loose in a gigantic 
galaxy, and the only thing as in- 
depth as its combat is the politics 
of the player-created alliances that 
lay claim to whole swathes of stars 
and war amongst each other. 

The game is in making a name 
for yourself any way you choose. 
You could join a corporation of 
other players and become their 
star pilot, you could focus on 
factory skills and turn a profit 
creating and selling things from 
minerals, you could get out there 
and mine those minerals yourself, 
or a hundred other scenarios. 


‘rewarding 
for the dedicated 


Eve is frighteningly involved 


_ and difficult for new players to get 


into, but it doesn’t pretend to be 
otherwise. This is a game that 
caters for people willing to invest a 
lot of time to be part of something 
staggeringly deep, a game where 
the largest type of ship takes 
massed co-operation from 


If youre willing to give it a shot 


_ we'd recommend hooking up with 
a group of experienced players as 
- soon as possible. Most people are 

_ willing to take some time out of 


their busy in-game schedule to 
teach a new recruit the ropes and 
make sure they don’t get their ship 
wrecked and then salvaged by 


“If you get past the learning curve, 
you just might find something that 
takes over your life on a level that 
no other game can hope to” 


hundreds of players to build and is 


~ eventually worth several thousand 
: Australian dollars. 


If you can do what a lot of 


' people can’t and get past the 


learning curve, you just might find 
something that engages you and 


_ takes over your life on a level that 
» no other game can hope to. 


other players acting as pirates. Or 
you could try to get in contact with 


» a group of those pirates and have 


them teach you how to fight 
instead. Your options are limitless 
and, ideally, your time needs to be 
as well. Get involved in a game 
corporation and you'll be lost in 
the zone. 


You should — 
also consider... 


VANGUARD... 
SAGA OF HEROES 


lf sci-fi isn’t your thing but 
intricacy is you could do worse 
than trying Vanguard. Aiming to 
provide the next step up for 
anyone bored of World of 
Warcraft, Vanguard gives you 
the same fantasy world of high 
adventure but as well as fighting 
you can advance as a diplomat 
or a crafter of anything from 
clothes to houses and ships. It’s 
not as polished or stylish as 
World of Warcraft but it makes 
up for it with sheer ambition. 
Publisher Sony Online 
Entertainment 

Price $69.95 

Subscription US$15 per month 


Our verdict 

Buy it if... You like the idea 
of mastering something cruel, 
vast and intelligent with like- 
minded people. 

Don't buy it if... You're at all 
hesitant or you're not willing to 
put in the groundwork. 


The bottom line 
An epic story of 
intergalactic struggle. 
This game is big, 
bold and beautiful. 


Kk KK 
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BUY STUFF THE BIG TEST 


Head to head, and at a glance 


Minimum specifications and our play ratings 


MMO 


PUBLISHER 


It’s really down to what you 
think will suit your lifestyle and 
interests bests, but if you're not 
sure which game to plump for 
then World of Warcraft’s most 
likely your best bet. As the 
MMO out there with the most 
subscribers there’s no arguing it 


Just out! 


LORD OF THE 
RINGS ONLINE 

Fancy strutting your stuff around 
Tolkien's Middle-Earth as a dwarf, 
elf, human or hobbit? Then you 


should try Lord of the Rings Online: 


Shadows of Angmar. If you've got 
experience of playing other MMOs 


WORLD OF WARCRAFT 


Blizzard Entertainment 


Linden Lab 


' holds most people’s attention. 

' Picking it up with a copy of The 
: Burning Crusade won't break 

» the bank and you can be extra 

- sure you'll be impressed with 

_ the game’s scope. 


That said, Second Life and 


- Albatross18 are both free and 


you'll pick this one up quickly — you 
complete missions either alone or 
with a group, and by completing 
them your character advances 
through the levels. 

We haven't reviewed the game 
this month because it has only just 
been launched, and to give an 
MMO a proper test it needs to be 
populated with players, but we've 
tried it out and we can say that it's 


SECOND LIFE 


ALBATROSS18 
OGPlanet 


So, which of these games do you want to play? ” 


: are only small downloads so if 
© you think they might suit you 
- there’s no reason not to try 


them. At worst you might find 
them a little lacking in 
direction, but that’s not 
necessarily a negative point. 
The only game you should 


hugely entertaining. If you fancy an 
MMO that's set in a land you'll be 
familiar with from the movies, and 
you want to get in on an online 
game at the start of its play life, 
then we'd definitely recommend 
catching up with Frodo and friends. 


Price $99.95 
Publisher Codemasters 
Web wwwlotro.com 


Next issue: Focus in on our digital camera test 
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EVE ONLINE 


: actively avoid if it doesn’t sound 
_ like your kind of thing is Eve; 

_ the cold interface might leave 

_ you feeling as if you’ve wasted 

- your time. For people who ‘get 
it’, though, games won't ever be 
» the same again. It’s up to you 

: whether to take the risk. #¥ 


BEWARE THE NAZGUL The Black 
Riders are not your only enemies... 


THE TACTICAL FIRST PERSON SHOOTER 
DEVELOPED SPECIFICALLY FOR THE PCG 


with up to 32 play 
7 coop and adversari 
modes in 


se (i, 
Gamespy Physs. mp \ 


RESTRICTED © 2007 Ubisoft Entertainment. All Rights Reserved. Ghost Recon, Ghost Recon Advanced Warfighter, the Soldier Icon, Ubisoft, Ubi.com and the Ubisoft logo Tai—li—loa|l—o a 


BUY STUFF HEAD 10 HEAD 


Finding the ultimate 
high definition display 


boasting the kind of eye-caressing 
loveliness that puts the 
PlayStation 3 to shame, there’s 
never been a better time to ditch 
that tiny monitor and go ultra 
large with your display. 

There are two main options 
available: a flat-screen 


ith Windows Media 
Center transforming 
PCs into powerful 


digital movie machines, and 
games like Crysis 


SAMSUNG 


0 


Which offers the best cinema-style viewing — 
Optoma’s HD70 projector or Samsung's LA46M81BD 
LCD TV? To find out, we pit them against each other 
in the battle of the big picture. By Jon Hicks 


the screen takes care of both 
images and sound. The Optoma, 
on the other hand, doesn’t mess 
about with anything audio- 


HDTV, such as the Samsung 
LA46MB8IBD; or a home cinema 
projector like the Optoma HD70. 
Where should your wedge go? 
Read on and find out... 

Haul the Samsung out of its 
sizeable box and you've got a 
complete audio-visual solution — 
just hook up your PC via the 
standard monitor input or one of 
the three HDMI sockets and 


related. It supplies only an image 
—and youll need to invest ina 
dedicated projection screen for the 
best results (around $300 will get 
you a 100-inch screen). 

Setting up a projector can bea 
delicate process, but the HD70 is 


e placed almost directly 
f your screen, but 
oming and focusing the image 
is asimple matter of twiddling 
nobs. If the projector is 
above, below or to the right or left 
_ of the screen you then need to 
t something called the 
one’ setting to compensate, 
ich again is straightforward. 
hen you can tweak individual 
picture settings like colour, 


KEY DETAILS 
Native resolution: 
1,920x1,080 

Image size: 46 inches 

PC compatible connections: 
3x HDMI, 1x VGA 

Built-in audio: Stereo 


contrast and brightness until 
you've got the image just right. 

Getting the Samsung up and 
running is even easier: just plug 
it in and switch it on. As with © 
the projector, there vealt 
of picture options available, 
including a Game Mode that 
Samsung claims minimises lag 
between your actions and the 
response of the screen. 

One thing to remember when 
buying any projector is that it 
needs to be used in near pitch- 

_ black conditions. The HD70 is no 


different, and the image looks 


_ washed out and vague in daylight. 
The Samsung, like all LCD TVs, 


works like a dream in most 


_ conditions, including a well-lit 
room. In fact, its bright screen 
actually delivers a better picture 
when there’s a bit of ambient light; 
in complete darkness, black parts 
of the picture look slightly grey. 
In picture size stakes, there's 
only one winner here. While the 
Samsung's 46-inch widescreen 
slab is far from shabby, the __ 
Optoma can comfortably throw 
out a picture over 300 inches wide, 


“The Optoma 

~ can comfortably 
throw outa 

picture over 300 

inches wide” 


Optoma HD70 
Price $2,399 


Web www.ambertech.com.au 


transforming your living room 
into a miniature Hoyts. Its 
scalable, too, so don’t fret if you 
don’t have the space for such a 
gigantic image. . 

Given the rig e material, 
the HD70 also delivers the goods 
when it comes to detail. Its native 
resolution of 1,280x720 means it’s 
able to display ultra-sharp high 
definition video like WMYV-HD 
videos and the latest games. 
Whether youre watching high def 
material or standard TV programs, 
the image is crisp, clear and 
renders fast-moving objects 
beautifully smoothly. 

The Samsung can handle a 


higher 1,920x1,080 resolution, and — 


it supports the 1,080p HD format 
(the highest quality HDTV signal 
around, five times more detailed 
than standard TV and DVD 
quality) through its all-digital 
HDMI inputs. You'll only find an 
HDMI connection on some of the 
latest PC graphics cards, though, 
and if you've connected your PC 
via the standard VGA monitor 
connection, you'll have to settle for 


a slightly lower resolution: we 
managed to get a widescreen 
1,280x1,024 working. 

When the source material is of 
a high quality — say a game like 
Company of Heroes running at 


1,920x1,080 — the screen performs. 


brilliantly. That said, motion isn’t 
quite as sillky smooth as on the 
projector, and poorer quality 
material (like TV through your 
PC's digital tuner) looks a little 
rough and ropey. 


Obviously, it’s difficult to predict 


how these displays will perform in 
the long term. Points to note 
though are that LCD technology is 


_longer lasting than plasma and the 


projector's lamp is only good for a 
few thousand hours’ use. #¥ 


THE BOTTOM LINE 


The Optoma HD70 provides a large, smooth image 
for a relatively small amount of money — but there 
are other costs and ease of use to consider. The 
Samsung LA46M81BD is a joy to live with, even if it 
can't quite match the HD70's picture quality. 


KEY DETAILS 
Native resolution: 
1,280x720 

Image size: 35-314 inches 

PC compatible connections: 
1x HDMI, 1x VGA 
Built-in audio: No 


: Our verdict 

: Samsung LA46M81BD 

i Buy it if... You want a 

: product that provides audio 
: and high-quality HD visuals 
i in one neat package. 
Don’t buy it if... You plan 
! to watch lots of standard TV 
: shows, rather than HD ones. 


Optoma HD70 

: Buy it if... You're willing 

! to spend more on extra 

? equipment and want a huge, 
i cinematic picture. 
: Don't buy itif... Youdon't 
like sitting in the dark and find 

i the idea of fiddling with 

: picture settings terrifying. 
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Readers verdict 


By Damian Francis. Photography by Matt Lowden 


_£ 


Geejay Schneeweiss 

Age: 44 

Occupation: Computer serviceman 
Our mission: Find Geejay a basic 
sat nav device that will get him 
around Sydney quickly 


eejay is no stranger to Campbelltown, Penrith, and 
Sydney, he has been - Dural, can be more than 60 


living here for most of __ kilometres away. There are nine 


his life. But anyone who has © tolled motorways, dozens of 
driven in Sydney will know _ highways and main roads and 
that it is impossible to be constant roadwork. The only 


totally comfortable driving on thing you can count on is that 
| the harbour city’s roads. The getting from A to B will always 
| outer suburbs of Sydney, like throw up some surprises. @ 
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With that in mind, Geejay wants to 
get his hands on a simple sat nav 
device that will assist him in getting 
to and from clients and make his 
general day-to-day driving as stress 
free as possible. There are some 
general rules. Geejay believes that 
you get what you pay for and it’s 
usually worth paying a small 
premium if it means better quality. 
He also prefers dedicated devices. 
“The trend these days seems to be to 
get one device that does the lot. I 
don’t necessarily agree with that. 
Often a dedicated system will do the 
job better and in more detail if you 
can be bothered carrying around a 
few items.” With that in mind the 
budget is set at $1,000 and we have 
chosen two dedicated devices and a 
PDA/sat nav device as well. 


MIO P350 
Price $499 
Web www.mio-tech.com.au 
Features Windows Mobile 5.0 


First car out of the parking lot 
was the Mio P350. This was our 
wildcard GPS device. First of all, 
it's a PDA with turn-by-turn sat 
nav included, not a dedicated 
device. Windows Vista will 
quickly recognise the P350 when 
connected to your PC to make 
syncing easy. Secondly it’s a 
relatively cheap device at $499. 

Geejay’s initial impressions 
were good. “It’s certainly a sturdy 
device and a good size,” he said, 
suckering it to the windscreen. 
The holding cradle stuck well to 
the windscreen and Geeyjay was 
able to position it easily. It took a 
bit of time for him to find out 
how to turn it on, not realising 
the ‘on/off’ switch was hidden at 
the bottom of the P350. 

When he did finally switch it 
on the P350 continued to 
impress. “It’s good to see 
Windows Mobile 5.0 included. 
And | like the fact that the sat 
nav feature is easily accessible 
with a big button directly in the 
main menu.” 

Once inside the P350’s sat nav, 
Geejay found that the mapping 
options weren’t instantly 


__ accessible. It took him 15- 
_ minutes to find out how to 


quickest route, which 

_ Geejay had a fair idea of 
already, the P350 decided 
to take us ona few 
questionable, but not overly 
- time consuming turns. 

_ Geejay made a few changes 
_ to the route himself by 

_ ignoring the voice 


change some of the basic options, 
like map size and screen layout. 
When everything was set up we 


_ left our starting point, Bondi 

_ Junction in Sydney’s east, and 

_ planned a route that took us 

_ through the city to Annandale in 
_ the inner-west. 


When we finally got up and 


_ running the position was dead 


“The warnings 


_are clear and 


early and the 
screen Is great.” 


_ accurate, the map flowed 

_ smoothly and the voice 

_ commands were clear, if a 
tad annoying. “I really 

_ wish a company would 
release a sat nav device 
with a proper Australian 
accent,” said Geejay, 
cringing at the monotone 
_ British voice. Then the fun 
really began. 


Despite asking for the 


commands. Pleasingly the 
_ P350 recalculated the route 
_ quickly and accurately. 


EASY TO USE The Mio's screen is 
_ easy to read giving you more 
_ time to enjoy the scenery. 


Equally impressive was the 


drop out warning while we 
went through the Cross City 
Tunnel and the quick 
reconnection when we finally 
"exited it. 


The only downside was that the 


| voice commands didn’t warn us 
about which lanes we should be 
in. Your common sense has to 
steer you into the correct lane. 


We made it to Annandale in 


one-piece, being told we had 
_ reached “fire-point” at the exact 
address we had typed in. “The 


Route Information 


Dd 10490 


| warnings are clear and early 
and the screen is great. The fact 
_ that it is a PDA too is handy. I 

_ like this one a lot,” said Geejay. 


Verdict: “Excellent features 
_ and value for money” 


! PICTURE THIS... You can use the 

- P350 in landscape or portrait by 
| selecting your favourite from the 
_ options menu. 


nmr tS 
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BUY STUFF 


TOMTOM GO910 _ The fun starts straight away with Geejay. Thankfully though, he had they were to get to with a sat nav 
Price $899 _ the TomTom Go910. Geejay _ a glove compartment in the middle | device and whether or not they 
Web www.tomtom.com _ struggled to get the device to stick of his dashboard and the Go910 were marked on the maps. 
Features 20GB of storage _ anywhere. Suckering it to the _ found a home propped up We made our way up Old South 


windscreen, the weight of the _ precariously in the middle of it. Head Road to Vaucluse in a fit of 
screen continually made it fall | Again we started from Bondi laughter as the Go910’s voice 
off. Suckering it to the dash 


was no good either as it "It's a clever idea to be able to 


wouldn't stick at all. 


Twenty minutes go by and make calls through your Sat nav...” 


no luck. Our resident 


MacGuyver Craig, tries a few Junction. We worked our way up; continually mispronounced the 
rubber band tricks buttono _ to Vaucluse as Geejay knew of - word ‘metre’. Laughter soon turned 
avail. “This one is certainly the | some hidden beaches in the area. _ to annoyance when we realised 
bulkiest of the three,” noted ~ He wanted to find out how easy » that the voice wasn't going to stop © 


NOKIA 330 f 
Price $649 : ene 
Web www.nokia.com.au : 
Features View photos and 
play videos 


Pitt Street, directions were 

simple. The map was easy to 

read on the 3.5-inch screen 
and even lane markings were 
included. It didn’t tell us 
which lane we should be in, 
but at least we could see 
how many lanes there were 
in each direction and get 
some idea of the most 
logical one to be in. 


This offering took Geejay 
slightly by surprise. “Nokia 

_ does dedicated sat nav?” 

_. The answer is yes and the 

; product is the Nokia 330. We 


_ haddrivenbacktoBondiand quickly fixed this and we were on The SD card slot in the 
_ decided to take the 330 for a our way again. 330 also allowed us to view 
spin to The Rocks. This would “The voice is OK but still not an photos and play music and 
test its mettle through high-rise | Australian accent,” said Geejay, videos, but Geejay thought 
_ buildings and one-way streets. | “And I’m nota fan of its street this could prove to be 
The first thing Geejay noticed — counting method of navigating.” _ distracting for the driver. 
was that the stand wasnotas _ Rather than give us audible 
_ solid as the Mio P350. When he | warnings of a left turn in 800, 300, | : Verdict: “They’re a lot 
| did sucker it to the windscreen and 100 metres, for example, it told _ ee | better at saneh mobile 
: 4 : _ Address entry canbeatiresometask 
and switch it on, the sat nav us to turn left in three streets time _with the 330. phones” 


took an agonisingly long time to _and then, finally, just before the 
connect. Geejay had time to get turn arrived. “It’s dead 

out of the car, make a phone _ accurate with the street 

call, hop back in, and catch the : 


last bit of the waiting game. | “| didn't know i Y 


Entering an address was just 


as tiring. “I didn’t know there there were th iS - 


were this many George Streets 


in Australia,” sighed Geejay. The | Mma ny Geo rge 


problem we had was that we ; Hf 
_ couldn’t narrow our search to Streets... 


just Sydney or New South Wales. | 


The 330 searched the entire - count but it’s almost like 
country (unless we typed inthe — making you do a bit of the 
_ exact address) before it locked — work for it.” 
_ down what we were looking for. Driving through the CBD 
__ As we started our journey, __wasa breeze with the 330. The 330's maps showed 
: directions were thrown out in Despite one wrong turn that fe eee sane areings: 


_ imperial measurements. Geejay looped us around a block at 
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SIT, STAY, ROLL OVER 
The Go910 had trouble just sticking to 
the windscreen, let alone doing tricks! 


doing it. With 36 languages and 50 
voices on the Go910 — including 
Aussie Ken and some celebrities — 
at least you get some alternative 
choices. 

On the positive side, we made it 
up to Vaucluse and were 
successfully guided down what 
must have been one of the tiniest 
roads in Sydney, overlooking the 


hidden gem 
Church Beach. 
The 4-inch 
widescreen, the biggest in the 
test, made the trip easy. The 


_ beach wasn’t named on the map, 
_ but considering the size of it, this 
_ was not surprising. 


TomTom’s Go910 also had an 
impressive 20GB memory. By 
syncing it with Windows Vista 
you can transfer your music to it 
and play it through your car stero 


And our reader's final verdict ts... 


MIO P350 

Not a hard choice this time but 
interesting none the less as 
Geejay was not keen on either 
dedicated GPS device. 

“The Mio surprised me," said 
Geejay. “While Mio may not be as 
well known as Nokia or TomTom, 
the P350 seems to be a superior 
product. | like the sturdy 
construction, the fact | can use it 
in portrait or landscape mode 
and the simplicity of use.” The 
PDA feature with Windows 
Mobile 5.0 also helped its cause. 

“Having Windows Mobile 5.0 is 
a great inclusion. For the price, 
you just can't beat this product,” 
said Geejay. But would he 
buy one himself? After all, it 
wasn't a dedicated device. “| 
would seriously consider 
buying this. | don’t usually 
like all-in-one products 
because they often become 
too complex to use and the 
individual applications aren't 
detailed enough. The P350’s 
mapping software isn't the 
most detailed I've seen, but it 


is pretty good anyway. Mio have 


_ found a way to combine sat nav 
and Windows Mobile 5.0 


harmoniously. It just works well.” 
In the end, the Nokia 330 was 


- too much of an unfinished 


product for Geejay. Its major 


_ flaws being the address input 


and fiddly menu system. The 
TomTom Go910 started off on 
the wrong foot with the suction 
problems and continued to go 
south with mispronunciations of 
words and its bulky form. 


“The maps on both the 330 and 


the Go910 are good, it’s just the 
rest of their features that need 
some refining.” 


system. The 
included remote control 


» means that passengers can change | 
_ through the sat nav device so 


tracks without having to adjust 
the position of the Go910. 

It also supports hands free 
calling with Blutooth, something 
that impressed Geejay. “It’s a 
clever idea to be able to make and 


The Go910's maps 
were easy to 
navigate with. 


receive calls 


your attention isn’t pulled away 


from the road.” 


Verdict: “Good maps but bulky 
and hard to set up.” 
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BUY STUFF EXTENDED TRIALS 


In the long term 


The real test of any 
new hardware is to 
live with it for a 
while. This is when 
you find out what 
the battery life is 
really like, or if the 
remote control falls 
apart after a week. 
Which is where our 
long-term tests 
come in: our 
reviewers will live 
with these devices, 
and report back on 
their progress here. 
Find out what's 
happened so far... 


GOOD LOOKS It's easy to jazz 
up your work in Office 2007 


(MONTH) It’s taken a while, but I’ve 

3 finally got into the habit 

of creating Microsoft 

Word documents the way that 
Microsoft Office likes. Previously, 
like everybody else who has ever 
had to make text look exciting, 
I’ve just made things bold or 
underlined. I was disappointed 
to discover that this didn’t work 
with the auto-themes in Office 
Word 2007 — 1 was hoping | could 
redesign my documents like you 
can in PowerPoint. 

I've now twigged that you have 
to format text using the ‘styles’ 
listed in the top of the window, 
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which I can use to set big headers, 


_ italicise quotes and things like 


that. This makes it a little bit 
easier to create documents, 
because I can just lob the styles in 
without the rest of the page going 
funny. But more importantly, it 
also means | can now finally 


redesign the pages. Now ifI picka | 


new theme on the Page Layout 
section at the top, it reworks the 
entire document — I can start 
writing in one style, and easily 
change it if | decide it’s a dud. It’s 


_ really handy. I’m just hoping 
» nobody else at work starts using 


this software, or they'll realise 


Got any of these gadgets? Share your stories — email US On. Teedback( 


time making these reports look 
nice as they may think! 


| like Easy page design 


I don't like Having to 
re-learn things — | still 
can't find options | 


used to use 
_ Any problems this 


month? Nothing 
serious to report 


Ups and downs with Microsoft Office 


100 — 


y like it but it's - 7 Really getting up 


‘S75 taking some __|__ to speedinow 
3S getting used to 
8 50 —— — ~ 
5 | Adding tables is 
ee Be Ss ——easy but printing ———— 
f | isn’tso clear 
2 Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4 


PLUG AND GO This tiny 
printer prod jood 


One phone for normal and web calls 


Product Netgear SPH-200D Cordless Phone with Skype _ 


Price $399 


| Writing for a leading 


|} technology publication, !m | 


naturally surrounded by all 
the electronic gadgetry and mod 
cons I'd ever want. Despite this, 
I'm still making and answering 
calls on a crackly, generic dirty- 
beige office phone. 

Or at least I was, until the folks 
at Netgear offered up the SPH- 
200D for test. It’s a dual phone, 
which means it works as both a 
standard landline phone anda 
Skype internet phone. The base 
station resembles one of Netgear’s 
routers, with connections for a 
phone line and a standard network 


cable. It’s all simple to put 
together, and the handset uses 
Skype’s own software, which is 


_ well designed and intuitive. One of | 


my main Skype gripes has been 
that unless I’m at my PC all day 


~ with Skype open and my speakers 


up loud, I’m as good as 


~ uncontactable. With this phone, 


though, anyone trying to call me 


I’ve been surprised at how many 
people have used Skype to contact 
me since they’ve realised I’m 
always online. 

My only real grumble is the 
phone isn’t very ergonomic; it’s 


est panel — 


| When you open the Epson 

| PictureMate’s packaging for 

| the first time, it’s a bit ofa 
shock when you find out just how 
small it is. That’s a good thing, 
though, because my desk space is 
pretty limited as it is. 

There aren’t many cables to deal 
with, either, which is a pleasant 
surprise. All 1 had to do to get the 
PictureMate started was to plug in 
the power cable and stick my 
memory card in. Annoyingly, as 
it doesn’t support the Sony Duo 
card format, I had to attach a cable 
to the printer’s USB connector to 
download my photos. 

Once connected, the pictures 
automatically loaded onto the 
PictureMate’s flip screen, and from 


_ basically a white brick with 
» buttons —a shape that makes it 
- very difficult to rest between my 
_ shoulder and ear while typing. 


| like Being constantly 


connected 


| don't like The choice 


_ of cheesy ringtones 
Any problems this 


month? Can't talk and 


type with both hands! 


will get through straight away, and - 


Ups and downs of the Netgear SPH-200D 
100 
» I'malways contactable 
fi -onmybrick ———S 


a 


% satisfaction 
a 
i=} 
, 


& 
1 
| 
| 


~— Month1 — Month2 Month 3 Month 4 


2 Epson photo printer 
IS a breeze to use 


Ups and downs of the PictureMate 250 
(00 Rear 


*” Easy to use and 
75 good quality prints 


% satisfaction 
w 
S 


— —_— 


Month1  Month2  Month3 — Month4 


there I simply pressed the print 
: button. The photos came out great, 
- so I'm happy! 


I like It’s simplicity and 
the great-looking pics 
| don't like | can't use 
the memory card from 
my Sony digital camera 


Any problems this 


- month? None yet! 


KEEP TALKING Stay in 
touch wherever you 
are with the SPH-200D 


‘email us on: feedback@vistamag.com.au 
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Ultimately 
flawed 


Product SanDisk V-mate 

Price $249 

Web www.sandisk.com.au 

On test with Damian Francis __ 
posssess : : 


Initially I w 


the fact that this device was 
so simple to set up and so 


fi 


great is that you can 
ctly in iPod or PSP 
bbing bits of TV to 
n go. On small — 
ose the picture — 


sre than respectable. — 


Video playback quality 
ona PCis no good 


Compact and easy to 
use but nota DVD 
recorder replacement 


Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4 


Got any of these gadgets? Share your stories — email Us On 


s impressed by 


Free TV by broadband 


Product Joost 

Price Free 

Web www,joost.com . 
On test with Paul Douglas 


See 
INTERNET TELLY You can 
watch TV over theiwelb 
with Joost but the choice 
of programmesisilimited 


(MONTH) Joost is a new service that 
_ enables you to watch full- 
screen television on your 
computer screen over your 
broadband connection. To do this, 
it utilises something called peer- 
to-peer technology. 

Commonly, data is distributed 
on a client-server basis — youre 
the client and the web site you 
are downloading from is the 
server. This works fine until 
millions of people try to 
download the same thing from 
the same site — that’s when you 
get painfully slow downloads, 
and the company sees its web site 
bill go through the roof. 

Peer-to-peer works by sharing 
the load between everyone who 
has a copy of the file. So, if you 
want to download the file, you get 
little bits of it from anyone else 
who has a copy, and your 
computer returns the favour by 
sharing the file with others who 
want it. The advantage of this is 
that it makes content really cheap 
for companies to distribute, and 
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downloads get faster as more 
people share the files. 

I signed up to be a Joost beta 
tester, downloaded the software 
and was watching TV within 
minutes. It runs well on 
Windows Vista, although it has 
crashed a couple of times — but 
that’s the nature of beta software. 
When launched, Joost runs full 
screen with two menu options: 
My Channels, which gives you 
a list of available channels, and 
My Joost, which brings up a 
menu of ‘widgets’. 

Widgets are similar to Windows 
Vista Sidebar gadgets — in Joost’s 
case, there’s stuff like an RSS feed 
reader, instant messaging, chat 
facilities, a program rater and an 
on-screen clock. If you want to 
watch while you work, you can 


Ups and downs of Joost 
100 


a 


Impressive service, 


can't wait to see better 
programmes 


Month 2 


% satisfaction 
No ial 
Ww S 


is} 
Ss 


Month 1 Month 3 Month 4 


also run Joost in a smaller window 
on your desktop. 

The Joost interface is really easy 
to use — simply click My 
Channels, and choose a channel 
and a show, and watch. You can 
fast-forward, rewind and pause, 
but you can't record. The service 
is free, and supported by 
advertising, although I’ve seen 
very few ads in the time I’ve been 
using it. Perhaps this will change 
when the service comes out of 
beta. In terms of content, there’s 
not a lot — again, probably because 
this is still a beta version. There’s 
a selection of clips from Fifth 


“There's stuff 
like an RSS 
feed reader 
and instant 
messaging” 


Gear, some music videos from XL 
Recordings, a bit of sport in the 
way of The World’s Strongest Man, 
IndyCar Series and Fight 
Network, and a few other 
channels. It’s the partnerships that 


: Joost manages to strike with TV 


networks that will really make 
this compelling — at present, the 
beta test proves that the service is 
functional, and yes, you can watch 
full-screen TV over the internet. 
Now we just need something good 
to watch. 


| like Free TV over the 
internet — | can watch 
it at work! 


| don't like There's 
nothing on it that | 
want to watch yet 


Any problems this 
month? It’s crashed a 
couple of times when 


| attempt to run it 


eedback@vistamag.com.dau 


Product Canon HV10 © 
Price $2, 299 a 
Web www.canon. com. cau 


On test with Stuart Anderton 


I’ve been living with 
A the HV10 since before 
Christmas now, and I must 
say that, on balance, it’s a great 
piece of kit. It’s small, easy to use 
and produces great pictures, 
making it well worth the extra 
money over a regular ‘standard 


definition’ camcorder. 

However, you are still aware 
when you come to copy the video 
into Windows Vista and edit it 
that home high definition is right 
on the edge of what is possible. 
You need a decent PC —I'd say a 
minimum of 4.0 on the Windows 


The web in your pocket 


Product Nokia £65 on 3 X-Series 


Price ‘$679 ae con plan) 7 


We've had access to the 
internet on our mobiles 
for some time, but it’s 


usually a limited, pricey 
experience. With its X-Series 
phones, 3 aims to change that, 
through flat monthly fees and 
partnerships with big web brands 


like MSN, Skype, eBay and Yahoo! 


The Nokia E65 is one ofa 
number of mobiles in the range, a 
solidly built “slider” phone with a 
trick up its sleeve: it has Wi-Fi as 
well as 3G connectivity. 

That means you can surf the 
web cheaply anywhere you get a 
3G mobile phone signal, and for 
free when you're within range of a 


wireless network. Good job, as I 
was unable to get a 3G signal in 
our office tower. 

This would usually be a deal 
breaker, but instead I just used 


_ Wi-Fi at work and home and 3G 
_ when on the move. Using Skype to | 


make free calls away from my PC 
was liberating, but sadly MSN 
Messenger —a flagship X-Series 
service — isn’t yet available on the 
E65. 3 promises it’s coming soon, 
so stay tuned for my report. 4% 


bias and downs with the iCanon HV10 
100 ~ T 


a 


aa | Editing Up-to-date 


% satisfaction 
ia) 
=) 


|_footage___technology 
25 _|____|__ great. 


| 
a | is easy means 
| results 


8 


Month 1 Month2  Month3 Month 4 


‘I like Really practical, 


easy to use, wonderful 


picture quality 
I don't like Not easily 


being able to share my 
videos with others 


Any problems this 
-month? None 
: Experience Index — and if you are 


_ going to use the free software that 
_ is built into Windows Vista you'll 


need a little patience to 


- troubleshoot things. 


The single biggest problem is 


' sharing your videos — you can 

- create DVDs but they are not high 
' definition, and not everyone's 

- computer can play WMV files. 


| like Free net access 


by Wi-Fi and flat price 


3G services. Having 


Skype in my pocket 
anywhere | go. 


I don't like No MSN 
_ Messenger. It’s “coming 
_ soon" to the E65 


_ Any problems 

_ this month? 
Getting a 3G signal in 
_ our office. Surfing on 
_ the small screen. 


Ups and downs with the Nokia E65 
100 | Asolid phone ee 
. with affordable 

web access — 


% satisfaction 
So a 


Now 
a 


Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4 


is} 
Ss 


Also out 
on test 


Product: Logitech 

Wireless Music System 

On test with: 

Damian Francis 

@eecoeee e000 

The final 

test for the 

Logitech 

Wireless 

Music System was 

walls. | had no trouble 
streaming music in close 
proximity to the wireless 
receiver, but what if you have 
a desktop PC in the bedroom 
and want to stream tothe 
lounge, a few rooms away? _ 
Four walls proved to be the 
limit but the sound still = 
streamed without a probl 


Join our test panel — email us on: feedback@vistamag.com.au 
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IN THE AUGUST ISSUE 


Next month, 


We show you how 
to use your Vista PC 
to help you take and 
create amazing 4 
digital photos, 
whether they're 
for a photo frame, 
your web site or 
your desktop. 


Plus! 


~> Turn your garden 
into an outdoor 
entertainment centre 
-> Shoot and edit your 
holiday movie into a 
must-see 
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e e e 
Five gaming mice 
Gain that extra edge in your favourite games with 
one of these precision mice. By James De Vile 


CREATIVE FATALITY 1010 
Products bearing Jonathan ‘Fatallty’ 
Wendel’s signature are designed to 
represent the kind of devices that the 
gaming guru himself would use. We're not 
convinced. The mouse has a three-button 
design that requires an impractical claw- 
like grip. The weight system, designed to 
be adaptable to your playing style, is its 
biggest fault; we couldn’t get the weight 

to stay in, and even when we did, it 
rattled irritatingly. 


LOGITECH G5 


The G5 uses a 2,000 dots-per-inch laser to achieve a 
high level of precision — but that means very little if 
a mouse is difficult to hold. It’s covered in a stylish 
blue pattern with a sandy texture that you'll either 
love or hate; either way, it provides excellent grip. 
The combination of the high-resolution laser and 
the grip makes the G5 worth every cent. 


MICROSOFT 
HABU 

The result of a 
partnership between 
Microsoft and Razer, the 
Habu borrows its shape from 
Microsoft’s Intellimouse 

range and its blue glow and 
gaming precision from Razer. 
Sensitivity is changeable 
on-the-fly, though it’s not 
immediately clear which 
buttons do this. There’s also 

no indication as to which mode 
the mouse is currently in, which 
caused confusion on more than 
one occasion. 


SAITEK 1600 DP! GAMING 
MOUSE 
The mouse itself may look less impressive 
than the others, but it’s well designed and, 
most importantly, ambidextrous. 
Indentations on either side mean your 
fingers don’t touch the table, and all 
», five buttons are within easy reach 
when gaming. A button on top 
provides two levels of sensitivity: 
a ‘normal’ mode for desktop 
operation and a ‘1,600 dpi’ 
mode for fast and accurate 
%, slaying of your opponents. 


RAZER KRAIT 


While the others on this page 
are designed to get the best out 
of first-person shooters, this 
mouse is designed for players of 
strategy and online role-playing 
games. The design is long, flat and 
intentionally uncomplicated, with only 
two large buttons and a scroll wheel. 

Its simple and comfortable — which is 
important if you spend hours roaming the plains 
of Azaroth in World Of Warcraft. 
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BUY STUFF GRAPHICS CARDS 


Choose the right 


computer is made up of a number 
of components; if just one of these is 


underpowered, it will hold the others 


back. You could have a great graphics card but if 


your processor can't keep up, itll create a 
‘bottleneck’, limiting the card’s performance. 

If you bought a PC a few years ago that wasn’t 
specifically for gaming, it’s likely the graphics 
system is built-in to the motherboard. It may be 


reasonably capable, but a separate card will 
undoubtedly walk all over it. 

However, before you dash out to buy a 
graphics card, you'll need to check your 


Sapphi 
“eae 
Pro 256MB 


motherboard is compatible. A few years ago, the 
way a graphics card communicated with your 
PC was changed to a standard called PCle. If 
your PC is more than a couple of years old, it 
may use the old standard, AGP. If that is the 
case, don’t panic — many modern cards are still 
released for AGP, enabling you to enjoy many of 
the latest games. 


Visual aid 

If you only use your Windows Vista PC to watch 
the occasional movie, play family-based games 
and browse the internet, there’s little point in 


An excellent mid-range card at a great price, the X1650 Pro offers a lot of the features 
of its big brother, the X1950. Don't expect to play the latest games at high resolution 
or with the details on maximum, but if you have a 19-inch monitor, or smaller, this will 


serve as a worthy upgrade. 


Price $170 Web www.atcomputer.com.au 
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graphics card upgrade 


Whether you want to play games, get into 3D modelling or simply 

get the best out of the interface in Windows Vista, a decent graphics 
card will give your PC a new lease of life. We tell you how to choose 
the right one for your needs. By James De Vile 


handing over $1,000 for a top-end 

card. Nevertheless, any upgrade will offer 
improvements in many different elements of 
Windows Vista. If your PC isn’t capable of 
running Windows Aero or behaves erratically 
when moving windows and using Flip3D, it will 
benefit from an upgrade. Similarly, if you're 
experiencing a frame rate of less than around 30 
frames per second in games, upgrading to a card 
more suited for gaming will make the action less 
jerky and more real. 

Its worth pointing out that a new graphics 
card won't just be quicker at drawing a flat 
image on your screen — it'll be capable of 
rendering techniques that your old card couldn't 
even understand. This means that an upgrade 
won't just increase your frame rate — itll add a 
much higher level of detail and create, for 
example, realistic smoke and fog effects. 

One more thing to think about 

is the graphics system your card 
supports on a hardware level. 
Windows Vista introduces version 10 
of Microsoft's graphics system DirectX. 
This allows noticeable differences in image 


“Any upgrade will 
offer improvements 
in many elements 
of Windows Vista” 


quality compared to DirectX 9, though if your 
card is only DirectX 9 capable, the advantages 
over the graphics system in Windows XP will 
not be that great. If you want to see more 
improvements you'll need to invest serious 
money in a top-end card. Currently, Nvidia's 
8800 series is the only range to support DirectX 
10 on a hardware level, though ATI (owned by 
AMD) is poised to follow suit. ## 


Five things to 
look out for 


Card type 

Check your PC's graphics interface 
before you buy. Older PCs will use an 
AGP slot, but if you want the very 
best, upgrade your motherboard to 
the | newer PCle system. 


Power requirements 
ter your oid! is, the more 


Greater | 
HIS X1950XT Icec 
Turbo 256MB 


If you have a large widescreen monitor, you'll need a card that can handle the high 
resolution. ATI's X1950XT chipset is one below the top-end X1950XTX, providing only 
slightly less power for a lot less money. You can expect to play the current generation 
of 3D games with near-maximum settings. 

Price $340 Web www.ozdirect.com.au 


Buying a PC 


y Jack Hoxley 


“Lots of video memory 

is advisable as there 

are now many more 
consumers of this precious 
resource; 256MB is sufficient, but 
with offerings up to 768MB it’s 
worth considering higher. If you'll 
be playing games then DirectX 10 

val hardware should be your focus. 

The first native DirectX 10 card, the 8800GTX supports the new Windows Vista graphics There is an increasing choice of 


features, providing a near-perfect gaming experience. Be warned — this card requires a compatible hardware across all 
colossal 320W to operate, which may mean an expensive power supply upgrade, prices and AMD is soon to unveil 
though if you can afford this card in the first place, that shouldn't be a problem. its competing line-up, so waiting a 


Price $915 Web www.mwave.com.au rt whi may nee more sensible.” 
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latest Head 


a : . ae * ie be ce 


; - f e a 1 Halo 2 Review 
G E3 Top Ten 


G Lord of the Rings 


Best ml 


Shop with confidence: all the devices in our charts will give 
you the very best e penance with your Windows Vista PC 


Mice Whether “your 
“Logitech MX518 


Price $69 Web www.txcomputer.com.au 


It may be one of the more expensive offerings in this list, but the 
Logitech is comfortable (as long as you're not left-handed) and 


“The bottom re 
Elegantly designed, 
smooth and precise 


even under stress. 


extremely precise. If you're having trouble clicking infuriatingly tiny 
hyperlinks on poorly designed sites, or simply feel your current 
rodent is too sluggish, using this is a thoroughly enjoyable and 
silky smooth mousing experience. 


PIII 


Microsoft Wireless Optical ? 
Mouse 3000 
Price $56 KKK 


Suitable for southpaws, or anyone who can't 
stand yet another beige or black mouse. 


Microsoft Natural Wireless —_ 
Laser Mouse 6000 
Price $68 Kk KKK 


Sore wrist? This unconventional mouse is 
designed to help prevent the onset of RSI. 


Sony VN-CX1 VoIP Mouse ~ 
Price $129 9&4 ee 


This mouse folds out into a VoIP handset. 
Useful, but unless you have a laptop, you 
lose mouse control when you chat. 


Kensington C Ci65m_~ 
Notebook Mouse 
Price $41 Kk KK 


Small enough to stow in a laptop bag but 
precise enough for the most taxing of tasks. 


05 
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olid deo o blockb DVD out b fe e maBeeas 


Pro Tools FREE 
Price Free K*& KK 


Not all professional audio software has to be 
bank-breakingly expensive. Check out the 
easy to use free version of Pro Tools. 


Prom 


“Adobe Premiere ‘Elements 3 : . me. 


Price $127 kK Element 
The full version of Adobe Premiere costs i€ ‘(a 
nearly $1,500, but Elements 3 offers some 


of the features at a much lower price. 


04 
05 


~ M-Audio Fast Track USB ili 
Price $249 %k#k&K* 


If your wallet buckles at the mere mention 
of pro music tools try Fast Track USB for 
recording guitars and vocals. 


Adobe Soundbooth CS3 
Price $345 K*&* 


A serious toy for cleaning up sound in all kind 
of sources. More music themes and sound 
effects can be downloaded from Adobe. 
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BUY STUFF BEST BUYS 


High def TVs Bringing much needed clarity to TV 
~~ Philips 32PF9631D/79 Ambilight 


Price $2,199 Web www.philips.com.au 


This smart looking TV has a hidden talent up its sleeve. The two 
Ambilight lamps on either side of the screen wash the walls with 
colours that appear on the screen, changing the ambience in the 


The bottom line 
Good picture quality 
and Ambilight is a 
welcome bonus. 


room and masking the fact that you're peering through a screen at 


the action. Add to that good image quality and two HDMI ports 
for connecting consoles and you have a strong overall package. 


“loser 
Price $1,426 Kk kk 


Much more affordable than the majority of HDTVs in the market, 
the LG is no slouch with a 26-inch screen and good image quality. 
If you have a $1,500 budget, this is an excellent choice. 


“Toshiba 32WLT68_ 
Price TRC KK KKK 


With its three HDMI connections, this Toshiba TV is well equipped 
for the myriad of HD devices that will eventually nestle beneath 
your screen. They'll be flattered by a crisp, smooth image, too. 


~ Sony Bravia KDL40X2000° 
Price $4,599 kkk kk 


If you're keen to go the whole hog when it comes to high 
definition, you'll want to plump for the Sony Bravia, with its 
razor-sharp 1080p (1,920x1,200) resolution and vibrant colours. 


Samsung LA26R51B 
Price $1,999 Ak 


The modern obsession with all things white has made its mark on 


shallow, though. The Samsung has a great picture. 


Three things to look for... 


Resolution When buying an HD TY, look for a unit 
that has a 1,080i or even 1,080p resolution. While 
720p is technically high def, it’s not as impressive. 


Connectivity It's worth ensuring that you have plenty 

of inputs on the back of your prospective TV. HDMI 
looks like being the standard over the next few years, so 
make sure you have at least one of those sockets. 


Signal You need something that produces an HD 

signal to take full advantage of your HDTV, such as a 
hi-def set top box or an Xbox 360. Standard definition set 
top box signals will not look improved. 


OR _% 
to 


PLAY IN HD The new Xbox 360 Elite boasts an HDMI 
connection for high definition gaming 
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televisions, too. Don't let its stylish exterior fool you into thinking it’s 


“Panasonic Viera TX-32LXD600A 


Buying advice — 


Mike Channell 
Technology Writer 


Image conscious A lot of people approach 
the challenge of buying a new television with 
one main concern — how many inches they 
can get for their money. I'd argue that with the advent of 
HD television, where image clarity and functionality is the 
motivation to upgrade, the size of the TV should be put to 
one side in favour of a rational evaluation of the picture 
quality and feature sets. There’s no use buying a huge 
television to find out when you get it home it can only 
muster a 720p resolution. Equally, HDMI plugs are going to 
become increasingly contested as more HD equipment 
comes to market, so having one or two extra ones could be 
a real boon. 


“Size should be put to one side 
in favour of an evaluation of the 
picture quality and feature sets” 


Email us: feedback@vistamag.com.au 


Price $1,199 Kk K& 


If it’s a stylish addition to your living room at a respectable price try 
this Acer. This AT2630B offers 1366 x 768 resolution, 8ms response 
time and a three-year warranty. 


Price $2,199 kk KK 


Panasonic's 32-inch screen boasts great picture quality and an 
excellent contrast ratio. It could do with slightly better speakers, 
but it’s an extremely solid performer nonetheless. 


Pioneer PDP-427XDA 
Price $4,499 %& kek 


Demonstrating that plasma isn’t dead in the water yet, Pioneer has 
this enormous 42-inch monster that beats the majority of LCDs 
when it comes to inch per buck and has smart picture quality, too. 


NECNI-GCECEeSS 
Price $4,499 *% ek 


This NEC is a huge 40-incher that doesn't do too badly in the picture 
stakes either. If you're willing to pay for a good size and great picture 
quality, this is your baby. 


Palsonic TFTV535BK_ 
Price $799 *%&&e 


Demonstrating that you don't need to get a second mortgage to 
join the HD revolution, this cheeky 20-incher from Palsonic is 
HDTV compatible and should tide you over until that lottery win. 


Movie images © Buena Vista International UK 


More Great Games Try some of these Out TOr Size 


Virtua Tennis 3 : a 4 The bottom line 


Price $80 Web www.gameswizards.com ron — y *| You would have to get 


Go from Sunday slogger to Wimbledon winner with this amazingly ; -o!" 9° | front row seats at 


detailed and dangerously addictive tennis sim. Play as a number of real ‘ : j a : Wimbledon for better 
players including Federer, Sharapova, Hewitt and Nadal who have had Bh te . : ; , fl 
tennis action. 


their swings accurately modelled and included in the game. You can also 


create your own character and build their talent up with training. 
Civilization IIl Complete 
Price $50 *%& kK & ‘ 
The Civilization series has never failed to 
impress. Whether you take over the world 
using tact or tactical weaponry is up to you. 


Need for Speed: Carbon 
Price $80 kkk 
Cruise through the city looking for people 


to street race, evade dozens of cop cars and 
do burnouts on the highway. It's all legal! 


GTR 2 
Price $72 Kk KKK 


If you like motor sport, GTR 2 is king but if 
you're not ready to tame a racing car just 
yet, driving aids will keep you on the circuit. 


- Morrowind Game of the 
Year Edition 
Price $20 kkk KK 


Arich and involving fantasy world is laid out 
for you to explore at whatever pace you wish. 


Projectors Why settle for anything less than wall-sized visuals? 


<a The bottom line 
Price $1,400 Web www.,justprojectors.com.au a - . Projects great quality 


There's plenty to like about the Sony VPL-EX3. It’s sturdily built and ZZ Images at a price that 
produces a fabulously rich palette of colours. It also pumps out a crisp s belies its power. 

image, which will make the best of DVDs and desktops alike. The main c f 

reason this is fantastic, though, is its eminently affordable price. In the 


world of projectors, $1,400 is pocket change, but if you've got it to spare > ©. 0.0.6.4 
you can experience a cinematic experience in your own front room. 


Epson EMP-TW1000 
Price $6,999 kik kkk 
Boasts a staggering 1080p HD resolution 
(1,920x1,200) and amazing image quality, 
but you have to be prepared to pay for it. 


LG AN110 

Price $3,749 Kk KKH 

If you want a projector that isn’t going to 
spoil your minimalist living room, the LG's 
wall-mountable design is sure to be a hit. 


Sapphire AT] Radeon X1550 


$79 Wwww.mwave.com 


OptomaEP772. 
Price $3,499 took & 


The all-important inclusion of a high quality 
DVI input and its portable 3.3kg weight 
make the Optoma certainly worth a look. 


“NEC Multisyne LT25 ya 
Price $2,050 Aa é 


If you need to lug your projector around 
then the LT25 is perfect at a lightweight 2kq. Sm... 
It also boasts neat auto focusing. 


| recently upgraded to Windows Vista Home Premium and made it my personal goal to | 
increase my Windows Experience Index score, which started at a reasonably low 2.6 (with — 
the graphics being the main culprit). After some shopping around | came to the decision 
to purchase a Sapphire ATI Radeon X1550 512MB online. After a quick install | re-ran the 
WEI scoring and it leapt to 4.2, with an Aero graphics rating of 4.7. 


feedback@vistamag.com.au 


July 2007 @ windows Vistar Magazine 111 
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Online services Making the web work for YOU 
\A Bigpond Movies — —— The bottom line 


MOVIES 


Price $5.95 per movie Web downloads.bigpondmovies.com : Innovative service for 


Forget traipsing out to the video store on a wet and wild Saturday night a >. 4, a reasonable price Flare] 
when there's nothing on television; with Bignond Movies you simply : a wide choice of 
download whatever you want to watch. You don't even have to watch ' a 

that night. In most cases you have a week to press play, and 24 hours movies to download 


Ox 4 Sl = = 
after that in which to finish watching — handy if you fall asleep or ss Bi ; > ©. 0.0.0.4 


unexpected guests drop by. 


iTune Music Store 

Price $1.69 (single); $16.99 (album) 
PI IK 22 
A great service just got better with iTunes now 
selling DRM-free music at 256kbps quality. 
Facebook 
Price Free KK KK 

Keep in touch with friends by persuading 
them to get a Facebook account. It sends 
you feeds about what they've been up to. 


Philips 9-inch 9FF2M4 \ ae The bottom line 
Price $450 Web www.binglee.com.au \Y" | A smart, and above all 


The 9FF2M4 photo viewer has a bright 9inch screen and comes 1 AN i, stylish way to display 
with a selction of colourful clip-on borders. Copying your photos i> A | your digital photos. 
from Windows Photo Gallery is as easy as plugging the frame into . | 

your USB port. You can display either a single image or create a 

slide show to keep your pictures on rotation. 


iPod Video 30GB ne om ay Archos 404 30GB with camera 
Price $380 Kk KKK =—— | eae Price $545 kkk 

The screen isn't huge but the storage for ' ' \ While the 320x240 screen might seem a little 
photos is. With 30GB youcanholdasolidmix 6) | i meagre, the Archos 404 has an enormous 


of photos and music. Requires iTunes though. 30GB of storage and even its own digi-cam. 


| Kodak Picture Viewer 

} Price $156 kkk 

| Seriously cheap and small enough to slip into 
a pocket, Kodak's viewer also has room for an 

SD card once the 32MB of storage is full. 


LG Shine KU970 


$633 F www.techoni.com.au 


Last.fm 
Price Free *# eK 

Unlike traditional web radio, Last.fm asks aue 
you for an artist you like and then cherry- 
picks songs it thinks you'll enjoy. 


GetJealous.com 
Price Free K*&KK 
Getealous.com is a fantastic travel blog. 


Best of all, after you get back, your posts 
will be burnt onto CD for you to keep. 


“Dell Axim X51v 
Price $547 *k#k KKK 


The pin-sharp 640x480 screen makes this 
PDA as good for showing off your holiday 
snaps as it is for keeping your life in order. 


The LG Shine KU970 is the new phone in LG's Black Label series. Admittedly | bought it on 
looks firstly, but was surprised by the amount of features it had. | can store music, files and 
photos on its inbuilt 512MB memory. Browsing the internet is simple thanks to the 3G network 
I'm on. There's also two megapixel resolution and a Schneider-Kreuznach lens on the camera. 
The only downside is the non-expandable memory. 
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Flash drives Store VOUT Tiles Safely 
4 Sandisk Ultra Il SD Plus 2GB on ‘The bottom line 


Price $59.99 from www.ht.com.au - Large capacity, 


One of the most versatile flash drives on the market, the SanDisk Ultra I! aoe versatile, compact. 
SD Plus comes with a large 2GB of storage. It can also be used as a ' Quite possibly the 
memory card for your camera by unfolding the card to cover the USB . 

input. The small size allows you to store it in your wallet, coin pocket or perfect flash drive. 


virtually anywhere else. > &. 0.6.0.4 


~ Sony Micro Vault USM8GJ 8GB 
Price $220 K*** 


For all those people who need to carry 
around tonnes of information, an 8GB Micro 
Vault should do the trick. 


DataTraveler Secure 512MB 
Price $69 Ak kk 


A handy 512MB of memory with hardware 
and software based security to keep your 
files safe. It's waterproof as well. 


“Sony Micro Vault Tiny Apple iPod Shuffle1GB. = - 
USM4GH 1GB Price $109 *& ke 
Price $35 Kk we Use your flash drive for more than just 


storage. the iPod shuffle plays your MP3s 


An ultra large capacity in an ultra small 
and comes in a range of colours. 


drive. The ultimate portable flash drive. 


Saitek Cyborg Evo ee The bottom line 
Price $70 from www.dse.com.au q Comfortable to hold, 


The Saiteck Cyborg Evo does the lot. With rapid-fire trigger, five plenty of buttons, 
fire buttons, eight-way point of Ls switch, two shift buttons, four | awesome looks. The 
base buttons and a whole heap more, this joystick could almost ee Na " : 

play your games without you, but what fun would that be? The ss ultimate controller. 


solid base can be placed almost anywhere. > o.&. 6. @.¢ 
Logitech Dual Action Creative Fatallty Gaming 
Gamepad Keyboard 

Price $49 KA KKK Price $71 k& KKK 
Gaming doesn’t get much more Get a set of these cool keys. When you're not 
comfortable than this ‘plug and play’ pad. pounding out reports slay some bad guys. 


Logitech MOMO p ; Logitech Precision Gamepad 2 
Price $198 Kk KK Fw J Price $13 k#*& 

Put Lowndes and Kellyinthe shade-or [me ae Not a hardcore gamer but tired of using your 
Raikkonen and Alonso — with this force keyboard and mouse? This is the answer for 


feedback steering wheel. you. Basic but brilliant. 


Seagate FreeAgent Go 


$169 www.techbuy.com.au 


I'ma full-time student and move around a lot. On any one day | will frequent a range of 
places; home, work, uni, friend’s places and more. The FreeAgent Go has a 120GB storage 
Capacity so | can store everything | need to take with me without having to buy myself a 
laptop. The FreeAgent Ceedo software also allows me to take my applications with me 
and use them directly from the drive rather than the PC I’m using. 
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Tobiah Lemsip is one of the many tO 

have seen the light and felt the lining 

of the Ultra-Mobile Jacket PC. 

We asked him ifhe could tear himself away 
from it to say 4 few words. - - 

acket PC.| hada 


nyNhat cat say? | love the) 
eairportlas month that alone 


moment atth 


order form 
NAME 


ADDRESS 


cooling system: 
Industrial fan 
only for reptiles and thos 


to reptiles) 


That's all. 
from us until 
issue six! 
It's onsale 
Wednesday 
25 July 


accessories? Emerge! 
container / straw 


Hydration contai! 


He avyweight coat 


Flectrocution 
Buttons 
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be done. 


X in expertn our scientists have 


utiona breakthrou 


yp. It boggles the mind! No need to 


_ Just think of the advantages over alapto 
produce alap or tap 


"carry around a laptop AND laptop bag. No need to 
substitute. And think of what you gain! The ability to surreptitiously 


al ~ check your mail while talking toa boring man. The chance to create an 
eBay auction while queuing fora bagel. These coats won't hang around forever. 


*~ Well, they will, actually. But why wait? The future’s waiting for you, today. 


Now that’s 
smart thinking 


It doesn't take an Einstein to understand the 

; importance of reliability and security in today’s 

4 Verbatim. modern world. Verbatim’s U3 Smart Drive is the latest 

—. in storage technology with added features that allow 

U3 ome you to turn any computer into your own personalised 
work space without leaving a trace. Using U3 smart 
portable applications, you can carry your applications, 
personal settings, folders and documents everywhere 
you go, making this the most innovative and 
convenient USB Drive to date. Organise files and 
install software directly onto your drive with the help 
of the U3 Launchpad and relax in the knowledge 
that your data is protected by integrated hardware 
security. There is no compromise for sophisticated 
technology that’s simple to use. 


Verbatim. Truly genius! 


| 5 
www.verbatim.com.au V4 Verbati mM. 


AVerMediad 


www.avermedia.com 


Bring your monitor to life with HDTV 


: CERTIFIED FOR | 
_ Windows 
Vistaw | 


we 


AVerTV Hybrid Series 
* Windows Vista Support is 
* HDTV Ready (Digital Only) ~ AA 8 = rE 
* Best Reception of Digital and 


Worldwide Analog TV Signals AVerTV Hybrid+FM Volar AVerTV Hybrid+FM PCI AVerTV Hybrid Express 


Excellent for Desktop and Notebook Users Ultra User-friendly for Desktop Users Best Intimate for Notebook Users 


© 2007 AverMedia ail rights reserved. The specficications may be changed without notice. All other trademarks belong to their respective companies. 


Online Centre P/L 029211 0898 www.onlinecomputer.com.au Ozdirect Online Brands. 02 94101204 — www.ozdirect.com 


A LT - C Techbuy P/L 02.9648 1818 www.techbuy.com.au Internet Technology Corp. 1800 833 883 www.abit.com.au 
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7 Mp Ea © IT One Distributions P/L 02 92125267 www.orangeit.com.au 
Computers & Parts Land 03 9548 7088 www.cpl.net.au PC Maniacs www.pcmaniacs.com.au 
SH.coOM. 
Adelaide Online Computers 0883634744 www.adelaideonlinecomputers.com.au —Getright International 08 8362 0622 www.getright.com.au 
Tasmanian Principal Computers 0362345677 www.tasmanianpc.com.au Taspro Computers 03 6424 1911 www.taspro.com.au 
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